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Vm LUNACY AND CHARITY. 



SUMMARY OF INSANE AND POOR. 



Insane in the State under Supervision^ September 30j 1896. 

In Hospitals and Asylums, 6,091 

In Town Almshouses, 829 

In private families, 165 

Total, 7,085 

Cost of support in the State Hospitals and Asylums, $872,730.34 
Annual cost, per capita^ in the State Hospitals and 

Asylums, $167.97 



Poor in the State within the Year ending September 80^ 1896, 

In-Door Poor, State and Town, average, . . . 12,757 

Out-Door Poor, State and Town, supported, average, . 1,666 

Out-Door Poor, State and Town, relieved, . . . 51,500 

Cost of support and relief — Towns, . . . $2,201,020 

Cost of support and relief — State, . . . 673,214 

Total, $2,874,234 
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LUNACY AND CHARITY. IX 



In consideration of the forthcoming report of the Com- 
mission appointed by the last Legislature to investigate the 
charitable and reformatory interests and institutions of the 
Commonwealth, the Board refrains from making any recom- 
mendations for legislative action. 
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LUNACY AND CHARITY. 



STATE BOARD OF LUNACY AND CHARITY. 



State House, Boston, December 28, 1896. 

To His Excellency the Oovemor and the Honorable ^Council : 

The undersigned, members of the State Board of Lunacy 
and Charity, present herewith the Eighteenth Annual Re- 
port of the Board.. 

GEORGE W. JOHNSON, Chairman. 

HENRIETTA G. CODMAN, Vice-Chairman. 

CHARLES F. DONNELLY. 

EDWARD HITCHCOCK. 

ANNE B. RICHARDSON. 

LABAN PRATT. 

LEONTINE LINCOLN, 

JOHN L. HILDRETH. 

EDWARD H. HASKELL. 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



STATE BOARD OF LUNACY AND CHARITY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 



Powers and Duties or the Board. 

The powers and duties of the Board include the super- 
vision, visitation, and inspection of all public and private 
institutions for the insane, the State Almshouse, the State 
Farm, the State Schools, the city and town almshouses 
containing insane inmates, and all places where State pau- 
pers are supported ; the care and custody of insane patients 
boarded in families ; the supervision of juvenile offenders, 
including attendance at court in the interest of such offenders ; 
the care and maintenance of indigent and neglected children 
boarded in families, and the visitation of all minor wards of 
the State in families ; the licensing of boarding-houses for 
infants, and the prosecution of cases of violation of the 
infant-boarding law ; the removal of non-settled paupers to 
other states and countries ; the adminifitration of the laws 
concerning the support of State paupers by cities and towns ; 
the prosecution of cases of bastardy among non-settled per- 
sons ; the tabulation of returns from Overseers of the Poor 
of paupers supported by towns ; and the care and main- 
tenance of alien immigrants falling into distress within a 
period of one year from the time of their landing. Each of 
the State institutions for the insane, as well as the Hospital 
for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates, is under the immediate 
control of a Board of Trustees, appointed by the Governor 
and Council. There are also a Board of Trustees of the 
State Almshouse and the State Farm, and a Board of Trus- 
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2 LUNACY AND CHARITY. [Jan.. 

tees of the State Schools, each similarly appointed. The 
State Board, however, has sole power of discharge from the 
State Farm, and shares with the Trustees of the State Alms- 
house, and the Trustees of the several State Hospitals for 
the Insane, the power of discharge therefrom. 

The progress of legislation regarding the powers and 
duties thus summarized may be briefly stated as follows : — 
The. Legislature of 1856 created a Board of Commissioners 
to execute all the laws in relation to alien passengers and 
State paupers. The supervisory authority of this Board was 
limited to State Almshouse visitations, but its administrative 
powers extended to the execution of all the laws relating to 
alien immigrants ; the prescription of forms for statistical 
returns from the State Almshouses at Tewksbury, Bridge- 
water, and Monson, and the form of certificate permitting 
the introduction of inmates thereto ; the binding out of ap- 
prentices from the State Hospital at Kainsford Island ; the 
control of State pauper inmates of the State Lunatic Hos- 
pitals and their property ; and the transfer of pauper inmates 
from one State charitable institution or lunatic hospital to 
another, and their transpoilation to their homes in other 
states and other countries, — the last-named duty involving 
a rigid inspection of all passengers arriving from foreign 
ports, and the exclusion of those liable to become a public 
charge. 

The Legislature of 1863 abolished the Board of Alien 
Commissioners and established the Board of State Charities. 
To this Board was entrusted all the administrative authority 
conferred upon the Board of Alien Commissioners, and it 
was also made its duty to ** investigate and supervise the 
whole system of the public charitable and correctional insti- 
tutions of the Commonwealth " ; but its supervisory power 
was subsequently limited by the transfer, in 1875, of the 
oversight of the institutions for the instruction of the deaf, 
dumb and blind to the Board of Education, and by the 
farther transfer, in 1879, of the oversight of the correctional 
institutions of the State to the Board of Commissioners of 
Prisons. On the other hand the executive authority of the 
new Board was considerably increased by the Acts of 1865, 
1866, 1869, 1870, and 1877, charging the Board with the 
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execution of the laws relating to the unsettled poor in the 
several cities and towns of the Commonwealth and to the 
children of the State. 

The authority conferred upon the Board of State Charities 
bj" the legislation of 1869 and 1870 with reference to the 
minor wards of the State was substantially as follows : — 

Whenever a complaint was made against a boy or girl 
under the age of 17 years, the Court or Magistrate in the 
case was required to notify the Board in writing, so that one 
of its agents might have opportunity to investigate the case, 
attend the trial and protect the interest of, or otherwise 
provide for, the child. On the agent's request, the Court or 
Magistrate might authorize the Board to take and indenture 
or place in charge of any person, or in the State Primary 
School, such child, till he or she attained the age of twenty- 
one years, or for any less time. No child could be indent- 
ured, adopted, or taken in charge of any person from a State 
institution, until notice thereof had been given the Board, 
and its report in writing, made after investigation into the 
propriety thereof, had been filed with such institution ; and 
all the applications for the release or discharge of any chil- 
dren so indentured or placed in charge of persons were to be 
given to the Board for its report in like manner. As often 
as once a year all children so maintained, indentured or 
placed, were to be visited, and such other investigation made 
in regard to them as the Board might prescribe. 

The Legislature of 1879 abolished the Board of State 
Charities, and established the State Board of Health, Lunacy 
and Charity, thus conferring upon the new Board, in addi- 
tion to the powers of its predecessor, all the power and 
authority previously possessed by the Board of Health and 
Vital Statistics, which was organized in 1869. In 1886, 
however, the State Board of Health was re-established, and 
it was provided that **the Board heretofore known as the 
State Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, shall be here- 
after called the State Board of Lunacy and Charity." Ex- 
cepting, therefore, that the present Board no longer exercises 
the functions of a Board of Health, and excepting also that, 
in 1894, its executive authority was somewhat curtailed by 
the transfer of the State supervision of immigration to 
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United States oflScials, its powers and duties remain essen- 
tially the same that they were at the time of its establish- 
ment in 1879 ; and, as direct successor of the Board of State 
Charities, the greater part of its authority is of much earlier 
date. 

The law of 1879 provided that the State Board of [Health] 
Lunacy and Charity shall consist of nine persons, two mem- 
bers of the Board retiring each year, excepting every fifth 
year, when one shall retire, — all vacancies occurring from 
time to time to be filled by the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Council. 

As the laws now stand, the State Board of Lunacy and 
Charity is given general supervision over the State Lunatic 
Hospitals, the State Almshouse, the State Farm, and the 
State Reform Schools ; and when directed by the Governor 
may assume and exercise the powers of the Boards of Trus- 
tees of said institutions, and it may ** assign any of its 
powers and duties to agents appointed for the purpose, and 
execute any of its functions by said agents, or by commit- 
tees appointed from and by said Board." The Board is 
authorized, with the consent of the Governor, to appoint 
such oflScers as may be necessary, and fix their compensa- 
tion. It is required to make its own by-laws, and make 
an annual report of its doings to the Governor and Council, 
embodying in the report a statement of the receipts and 
expenses of the Board and of the several above-named State 
institutions, and also a statement of annual estimates,' and 
** a concise review of the work of the several institutions for 
the year preceding, with such suggestions and recommenda- 
tions as to them, and the charitable and reformatory inter- 
ests of the State, as may be deemed expedient." There is 
also to be included in the annual report information obtained 
from the annual returns required to be made by the overseers 
of the poor of the several cities and towns of the Common- 
wealth, of the numbers and cost of persons supported and 
relieved at the expense of such cities and towns. 

The Board is required, at least once a year, to ** visit all 
places where state paupers are supported, and ascertain from 
actual examination and inquiry whether the laws in respect 
to such paupers are properly observed " ; to visit the State 
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Almshouse and the Lyman School for Boys at least once 
a month, and '* for this purpose it shall, by some woman, 
or women, deputed by it, have access at all hours of the 
day or night to the portions of said institutions occupied 
by the women or children there maintained at the public 
expense"; to visit and inspect every private asylum or 
receptacle for the insane at least once in every six months ; 
and also " as often as once a year visit all children main- 
tained wholly or in part by the State, all who have been 
indentured or placed in charge of any person by any 
state institution, board or officer of the Commonwealth, 
or under any provision hereof, and all minor children sup- 
ported at the expense of any city or town ; and shall 
inquire into the condition of such children, and make such 
other investigations in relation thereto as it may think fit ; 
and for this purpose it may have private interviews with 
such children at any time." It prescribes the form of certifi- 
cates required of overseers of the poor of cities and towns, 
when paupers are sent therefrom to the State Almshouse. 
The Board has the same powers in relation to State paupers 
who are inmates of either of the State Lunatic Hospitals, or of 
the State Almshouse, and their property, as are by law vested 
in overseers of the poor, in reference to paupers supported or 
relieved by towns. It may transfer pauper inmates from one 
State charitable institution or lunatic hospital to another, or 
send them to any State or place where they belong ; on the 
application of the Trusstees of the State Reform Schools may 
transfer inmates of said Schools to the State Farm, and return 
them again to the Schools ; in certain emergencies may trans- 
fer inmates of the State Almshouse to the State Farm ; on the 
certificate of two physicians may transfer and commit to the 
State Lunatic Hospitals and Asylums, inmates of the State 
Almshouse, the State Farm, and the Massachusetts Hospital 
for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates; and, under certain condi- 
tions may transfer inmates of private asylums and of the 
Boston Insane Hospital to other private asylums land to 
State Lunatic Hospitals, and from such Hospitals to private 
asylums and private dwellings; it may also transfer any 
pauper lunatic from a State charitable institution or Lunatic 
Hospital to the Lunatic Ward of the State Almshouse. When 
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6 LUNACY AND CHARITY. [Jan. 

the overFeer8 of the poor of cities and towns fail to comply 
with the law forbidding the retention in almshouses of pauper 
children over a certain age, the authority vested in said over- 
seers may be exercised by the State Board to the exclusion 
of the overseers. 

In the cases of sick State poor supported by cities and 
towns and Slate poor temporarily relieved, as well as in 
cases of burial, the State Board has large administrative 
authority, including the visitation of the several cities and 
towns of the Commonwealth by its agents, investigation and 
decision of settlements, and the auditing of bills of local 
authorities against the Commonwealth. 

The Statutes provide that the Board shall act as Commis- 
sioners of Lunacy, ** with power to investigate the question 
of the insanity and condition of any person committed to 
any lunatic hospital or asylum, public or private, or re- 
strained of his liberty by reason of alleged insanity at any 
place within this Commonwealth, and shall discharge any 
person so committed or restrained, if, in its opinion, such 
person is not insane, or can be cared for after such dis- 
charge, without danger to others and with benefit to him- 
self." The Board is required to cause application to be 
made for the commitment to a hospital of any insane person, 
whether a public charge or otherwise, whom it has reason to 
believe is deprived of proper treatment, and is confined in 
an almshouse or other place. It also has the legal custody 
of all persons removed from the State Hospitals for the 
Insane, to be boarded in families under the authority of the 
Board, and the power of return of such persons to the Hos- 
pitals, and unlimited power of transfer of State patients from 
one lunatic hospital to another. 

As regards the State children, it may be generally stated 
here, that in addition to the power of visitation, the State 
Board of Lunacy and Charity has practically the same au- 
thority to-day, regarding the care, maintenance, and educa- 
tion of the indigent and neglected children of the State, and 
the maintenance, education, and reformation of juvenile 
offenders placed or boarded in families, that the State Board 
of Charities possessed in 1870. 
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Members. — Committees. — Chief Agents. 

The nine members of the Board are appointed by the 
Governor and Council for terms of five years each, or until 
their successors are chosen. They serve without compensa- 
tion, but their travelling expenses are paid by the State. 

Dr. Edward Hitchcock, whose term of office expired June 
7, 1896, was immediately re-appointed; and Mr. Edward 
H. Haskell, of Newton, was appointed to succeed Dr. 
Curran. The membership is now as follows : — 

George W. Johksok, of Brookfield, Chairman, 

Henrietta G. Codman, of Brookline, Vice-Chairman. 

Charles F. Donnelly, of Boston. 

Edward Hitchcock, M.D., of Amherst. 

Anne 6. Richardson, of Lowell. 

Lab AN Pratt, of Boston. 

Leontine Lincoln, of Fall River. 

John L. Hildreth, M.D., of Cambridge. 

Edward H. Haskell, of Newton. 

The By-Laws of the Board provide that regular meetings 
shall be held on the firat Saturday of each month, in the 
rooms of the Board at the State House, at eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon, or at such other place and hour as the Board 
may from time to time direct. Special meetings may be 
called by the Chairman or Vice-Cbairman. The By-Laws 
also provide for the annual election, in June, of a Chairman, 
a Vice-Chair man, a Clerk, a Superintendent of In-Door-Poor, 
a Superintendent of Out-Door-Poor, and an Inspector of 
Institutions. 

The Standinor Committees of the Board are as follows : — 



"■o 



Committee on Charities : Mrs. Richardson, Mr. Donnelly, Mr. 
Johnson, Mr. Pratt, Mr. Haskell. 

Committee on Lunacy: Dr. Hitchcock, Mrs. Codman, Mr. 
Lincoln, Dr. Hildreth. 

Committee on Inspection of Institutions : Mr. Pratt, Mrs. Rich- 
ardson, Mr. Lincoln. 

Committee on Removal of Insane Persons out of the State : Mr. 
Johnson, Mrs. Codman, Mr. Pratt. 
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The Executive Committee consists of the Chairman, the 
Vice-Chairman, and the Chairmen of the several Standing 
Committees. 

The chief agents of the Board are the Heads of the several 
Departments. 

Stephen C. Wrightington is Superintendent of the De- 
partment of In-Door-Poor. His Deputies are Joshua F. 
Lewis, M.D., in charge of the Central Division ; and Bertha 
W. Jacobs, in charge of the Division of Visitation. 

William P. Derby, M.D., is Superintendent of the De- 
partment of Out-Door-Poor. His Deputy is George B. 
Tufts. 

Charles E. Woodbury, M.D., is Inspector of Institutions, 
His Deputy is Henry C. Prentiss, M.D. 

John D. Wells is Clerk and Auditor of the Board, and 
its disbursing officer. 

Organization of the Departments. 
The Department of In-Door Poor. 

The By-Laws provide that the Superintendent of In- 
Door Poor shall execute all the provisions of the laws 
relating to inmates of the State Hospitals and Asylums 
for Lunatics, the State Almshouse, the State Farm, the State 
Eeform Schools, proceedings in bastardy, and visitation of 
juvenile wards of the State ; and also certify quarterly to the 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth the several amounts due 
the State for the support of inmates in the several Institu- 
tions. This Department, whose Superintendent is Stephen 
C. Wrightington, has two divisions : the Central Division 
and the Division of Visitation, — each with its Deputy Sup- 
erintendent. In the former, which is under the immediate 
direction of Dr. Joshua F. Lewfs, the general business of 
the Department is transacted, including the matter of the 
investigation of settlements of the pauper inmates of the sev- 
eral State Institutions, with reference to the question whether 
State, or town, or some relative, is bound by law to support 
them ; and for this purpose constant visits are made to the 
several State Hospitals, the State Almshouse, and the State 
Farm. This Division also has charge of the transportation 
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of paupers out of the State to other states and countries, 
and of transfers between State Institutions. The Division 
of Visitation, under the immediate direction of Miss Bertha 
W. Jacobs, has the care of the State minor wards over 
three years of age boarded and placed in families. 

There are employed in the Central Division, in addition 
to the Deputy, six clerks, two transportation oflScers, and a 
messenger ; three of the clerks being engaged more or less 
in outside investigations and transportation work. In the 
Division of Visitation there are employed, in addition to the 
Deputy, three clerks and seventeen visitors. Of the visitors, 
one man is a visitor-at- large, with a general oversight of the 
duties of the rest. Nine men attend courts in the interest of 
juvenile offenders, investigate homes and visit boys in places ; 
four women have the immediate supervision of children be- 
tween three and twelve years of age placed at board ; and 
one woman, a visitor-at-Iarge, with two assistants, cooper- 
ates with the Auxiliary Visitors in the placing and oversight 
of the girls over twelve years of age placed in families, — 
this work including occasional Court attendance. The Aux- 
iliary Visitors live in various parts of the State, and a few 
of them in adjoining States ; they are appointed annually by 
the Board with special reference to their qualification for 
such duties, and they serve without pay. They hold three 
meetings each year for purposes of consultation. The Aux- 
iliary Visitors in office at the close of the official year, Sep- 
tember 30, 1896, were as follows : Mary A. Andrews, Ver- 
gennes, Vt. ; Eliza A. Babbitt, Westford ; Anna M. Bailey, 
Fitchburg; Eliza L. Barnard, Worcester; Martha J. Bar- 
rell, York Corner, Me.; Mary W. Bartol, Lancaster; Cy- 
rene J. Bean, South Paris, Me. ; Martha B. Bishop, North 
Brookfield ; Frances Brewer, Northampton ; Alice T. S. 
Brewster, Pittsfield; Velma Briggs, Hanover; Mary E. 
Brown, West Eoxbury ; Alice W. Burnham, Waltham; 
Helen J. C. Butler, North Adams ; Carrie E. Buzzell, Durham, 
N. H. ; Ella F. Bucklyn, New Bedford ; Abby C. Clapp, 
Reading; Emily G. Collins, Brattleboro, Vt. ; Annah H. 
E. Cook, Hartford, Conn. ; Mary C. Crump, New London, 
Conn. ; Mary S. Eaton, Concord ; Kate Edwards, North- 
ampton; Elizabeth H. Elliot, Jamaica Plain; Carrie S. 
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Emmons, Bussell ; Edith Forbes, Milton ; Nella B. French, 
Clinton ; Miranda Gibbons, East Granville ; Julia A. Gib- 
son, Somerville; Elvira Gorham, Bellows Falls, Vt. ; Ellen 
M. Hartwell, Littleton Common; Mary Catherine Hicks, 
Stafford Springs, Conn.; Lucy A. Hitchcock, Palmer; 
Leura E. Jenkins, Barre ; Maria L. Johnson, Lynn ; Belle 
G. Johnson, Marlborough ; Adelaide H. Jones, East Derry, 
N. H. ; Amanda T. C. King, Thompsonville, Conn. ; Sarah 
F. Lampher, Montville, Conn. ; Anna C. Leonard, Spring- 
field; Ophelia M. A. Lovejoy, Haverhill; Lois Allyn 
Mason, Winchendon ; Caroline E. Maynard, Dedham ; 
Mabel G. Merrill, Worcester; Elizabeth Merrim, South 
Framingham ; Ella F. Morrison, Lawrence ; Lucy A. 
Morton, Springfield ; Mary K. Morton, Hatfield ; Harriet 
E. Noyes, Ipswich ; Rose Chandler Paine, Worcester ; 
Mary W. Palfrey, Cambridge ; Sarah F. Palmer, Saco, 
Me. ; Amelia S. Phelps, Wilbraham ; Amy Porter, Hart- 
ford, Conn. ; Hannah A. Porter, Quincy ; Lydia A. Pratt, 
Shelburne Falls; Sarah C. Purrington, Farmington, Me.; 
Catherine N. Ranger, North Brookfield; Sarah C. Read, 
North Adams; S. Ellen Robertson, Chicopee; Mary C. 
Rogers, Canton; Celeste S. Russell, Great Barrington; 
Mary H. Rust, East Bridgewater; Frances N. Shepard, 
Lowell ; Helen T. Spalding, Webster ; Ellen B. Stebbins, 
Roslindale ; Marrietta H. Stevens, Westfield ; Elizabeth 
Thurber, Plymouth ; Julia E. Tilton, Williamsburg ; Hattie 
M. Trask, Richmond, Me. ; Agnes C. Tribou, Middle- 
borough ; Charlotte H. P. Twitchell, Greenfield ; Eliza- 
beth W. Twitchell, Keene, N. H. ; Mary Aubin Vinal, 
Lebanon, N.H. ; Lucy G. Wadsworth, Boston; Eliza G. 
Washburn, Hyde Park ; Alice E. Wetherbee, Fall River ; 
Abigail Wheeler, Northbridge ; Martha Lee Whelden, West 
Barnstable; Harriet R. Wiley, Wellfleet; C. Amelia Wil- 
liams, Taunton; Mary L. Williams, Dedham; Emma M. 
Wilson, Athol; Elizabeth L. Withington, Newburyport; 
Adeline V. Wood, Middleborough ; M. Anna Yerrington, 
Norwich, Conn. 
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The Department of Out-Door Poor. 

It is the duty of the Superintendent of Out-Door Poor to 
execute all the provisions of the laws relating to the sick 
State poor, those ill with dangerous diseases, those receiv- 
ing temporary relief, and infant wards of the State. This 
Department, in addition to the Superintendent and Deputy 
Superintendent, employs nine visitors, six clerks, and ik 
messenger. Two of the visitors, a man and a woman, are 
physicians, and are occupied with the visitation and general 
management of pauper infants, — wards of the State under 
three years of age, — boarded in families; and one of them 
also with the visitation of the State inmates of the Boston 
City Hospital and the Carney Hospital. Another visitor 
has the iipmediate supervision of licensed boarding-houses 
for infants, and investigates cases of violation of the infant 
boarding-house law. He is also appointed by the Board as 
a special district police officer, under the legislation of 1895, 
to enforce the provisions of the laws with regard to the pro- 
tection of infants. The other visitors, assigned to different 
sections of the State, make personal examinations and reports 
of all cases of which the Superintendent has notice under the 
laws. 

The Inspector of Institutions. 

It is the duty of the Inspector of Institutions to exercise 
constant watchfulness over all the institutions the Board is 
required to supervise, including all city and town alms- 
houses containing insane inmates ; to see that the statutes 
regulating the commitment and detention of lunatics are 
complied with ; to execute all the provisions of the laws 
relating to the board of insane persons in families ; to make 
detailed monthly reports of all his visitations ; and to per- 
form statistical work not otherwise assigned. He is thus 
the Board's general supervisory officer, and its principal 
agent in the performance of its duties as a Commission in 
Lunacy. In this department, besides the Inspector and the 
Deputy Inspector, there are regularly employed three clerks 
and a visitor. In addition to these, a temporary medical 
visitor has been occupied for several months in an investiga- 
tion of the condition and treatment of the insane inmates of 
city and town almshouses. 
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Tlie Clerk of the Board. 

The Clerk of the Board is required to be present at the 
meetings of the Board and of several of its Committees, and 
keep a record of all transactions ; to conduct the Board's 
correspondence, under its direction ; to receive and dis- 
burse all money used by the visitors of the Board for travel 
and other necessary purposes; to have custody of the 
Board's records and files, and of all funds that may come 
to the Board or its wards; and to audit all bills against 
the Commonwealth on the part of the Board. He employs 
an assistant. 



The Juvenile Wards of the State. 

The juvenile wards of the State are cared for by two 
Departments of the Board ; the Department of In-Door Poor 
having charge of all over three years of age, and the De- 
partment of Out-Door Poor having charge of the infants, or 
those under three years of age. These children may be 
classified as follows : — 

1. Dependent children^ or children between three aSid 
sixteen years of age, without local settlement, who, by rea- 
son of orphanage, or the poverty of their parents, are de- 
pendent on the State for their support. 

2. Neglected children, or children between three and six- 
teen years of age, who, by reason of the wilful neglect of 
their parents, are committed by the Courts to the custody of 
the Board. 

3. Juvenile offenders^ or children between the ages of 
seven and seventeen years, convicted of crime or misde- 
meanor, and committed to the custody of the Board, the 
Lyman School for Boys, or the State Industrial School for 
Girls. 

4. Destitute wfantSj or dependent and neglected chil- 
dren under three years of age. 

In the case of dependent children the State Board has 
original jurisdiction only where the support of such children 
is properly chargeable to the Commonwealth on account of 
their having no known legal settlement. Neglected chil- 
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dren, under fourteen years of age, are arraigned before a 
court or magistrate, on complaint of any citizen, and if the 
alleged neglect is proved are committed either to the custody 
of the State Board or to the Overseers of the Poor of the 
city or town of settlement, or in case of the City of Bos- 
ton, to the Commissioners of Public Institutions. Juvenile 
offenders, under seventeen years of age, are similarly ar- 
raigned, and upon conviction, may be sentenced, if a girl, to 
the State Industrial School and, if a boy under fifteen years 
of age, to the Lyman School, or if over fifteen, to the Mas- 
sachusetts Reformatory ; all during their minority except 
those committed to the Reformatory. Or, at the request of 
the State Board, one of whose agents is always present at 
the trial, any of the offenders above named may be commit- 
ted to its custody, or placed on probation ** in charge of a 
person," or otherwise disposed of at the discretion of the 
magistrate in accordance with law. 

At the trials of neglected children and juvenile offenders 
notice must be previously given, both to the parents or 
guardians of the child and to the State Board ; and care is 
taken by the agent of the Board, in all cases, to acquaint 
hiAself with the character and habits of the child, with 
the character of the parents or guardians, and to possess 
himself of all important facts in connection with the matter, 
in order that he may be able to advise the magistrate in 
making the best possible provision for the child's future 
well-being. 

Dependent and neglected children, when received into 
the care or committed to the custody of the Board, if inca- 
pable of self-support, are placed directly in suitable families 
at board, or if able to support themselves, in such families 
without payment for board ; and in either case they may be 
placed temporarily in the house of Mrs. Bean at Arlington. 

Families where children are placed at board are carefully 
selected ; and after such placing, the Board's visitors assure 
themselves by frequent examinations that the children are in 
all respects properly provided for, well fed, clothed and 
sheltered, that they attend school, and that in every way they 
are treated, so far as practicable, as they would be if they 
were the children of the family. Similar methods are fol- 
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lowed in the cases of children capable of self-support and 
placed in families without board. 

Juvenile offenders, when committed to the custody of the 
Board, may be placed directly with their parents, when the 
offence is slight and the home exceptionally good, otherwise 
in some other selected family.' Some of the boys are tem- 
porarily cared for by Mrs. White of Ludlow, from whose 
house they are removed from time to time, to their homes 
on probation, or to some family in this or in some other 
of the New England States. Should all efforts toward their 
reformation fail, the State Board, under authority of its 
original mittimus, may commit such children either to the 
Lyman or to the Industrial School. When so committed, 
they usually remain in the School for about a year, and are 
then released on probation, either to their own homes or to 
other families. When thus released, the boys are under con- 
stant visitation by oflBcers of the Board, who are in close 
communication with them ; and on the first intimation from 
the boy or his employer, or any interested neighbor, that 
the placing is not satisfactory, examination is made by the 
agent of the Board in person, and if matters cannot be satis- 
factorily adjusted, the boy is removed and placed in a ilfew 
home, or if necessary returned to the School. The girls so 
released on probation or placed in families are, as already 
stated, in the immediate charge of three paid visitors of the 
Board assisted by the Auxiliary Visitors. 

Indigent and neglected children under three years of age, 
having no local settlement, come under the care of the Depart- 
ment of Out-Door Poor through commitment by Overseers 
of the Poor and by the Courts, directly from the State 
Almshouse, and also in the following ways : 

Under the Acts of 1892, Chapter 318, Section 14, the 
parents, surviving parent, or guardian of any infant under 
three years of age, if unable to support such child, may, upon 
personal application to the Board, and with the Board's con- 
sent, place such child in its custody by an instrument in 
writing, signed by the mother, and the Board may receive 
such infant, if in the opinion of the Board it is for the pub- 
lic interest. 

Under Section 15 of the same chapter, illegitimate infants, 
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under two years of age, may be given up for adoption by 
their mothers, who are residents of this Commonwealth, and 
who have previously borne a good character, when, in the 
opinion of the Board it is for the public interest ; and such 
giving up shall operate as a consent to any adoption subse- 
quently approved by the Board. 

Under the provisions of Chapter 309 of the Acts of 1889, 
as amended by Chapter 194, Acts of 1891, an illegitimate 
infant under two years of age may be removed by the Board 
when complaint of alleged abuse has been brought to the 
attention of the Department of Out-Door Poor, and when 
upon investigation it is considered that the life and health 
of the infant would be endangered, if allowed to remain 
longer under existing conditions. 

When an application is made to the Department of Out- 
Door Poor by a parent or friend to place a child in the 
custody of the Board, under Section 14, above cited, a 
history of the child is taken, and all information possible is 
ascertained in regard to its parents and their ability to sup- 
port the child, wholly or in part, and the prospect for its 
present and future support. The child is brought to the 
oflSce, and a physical examination is made by the Superin- 
tendent, or one of his medical oflScers. If it is decided that 
the case is a suitable one, the child is received. While there 
are no fixed rules regulating the taking of this class of chil- 
dren, such cases as the following would be considered suit- 
able : A mother dies, leaving an infant and several other 
young children ; the father can manage to take care of all, 
except the infant; in another case, a father deserts his 
family, and the home is broken up temporarily, until the 
mother is able to support the children ; or a husband dies 
leaving a sick wife and infant, and her friends apply to have 
the child cared for until its mother recovers. Other in- 
stances might be mentioned, but in all cases the present and 
future welfare of the child is the chief consideration. 

Under Section 15, above cited, whereby a mother of an 
illegitimate infant under two years of age makes personal 
application to be relieved of the care and support of her 
child, and to give it up for adoption, the problem is more 
complicated. The question of separation of mother and 
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child is always a serious one, and is justifiable only under 
exceptional circumstances. An infant is received, for exam- 
ple, when the mother is sick and unable to nurse or care for 
her child, and whose friends, while willing to give her a 
home, will not shelter the child ; or when the mother is inef- 
ficient and homeless, with scarcely ambition or knowledge 
enough to take care of herself; or when the mother is very 
young or weak-minded, with parents too poor to support the 
child. 

It is with great reluctance that a child is taken from a 
mother who is able to nurse it, particularly during the 
period between the first of June and the first of October. 
Experience has shown that the risk of weaning during the 
summer months is great. No mother is allowed to give up 
her nursing infant, and no nursing child is taken from its 
mother during that period, except when it is evident that her 
character is such that it would be dangerous to trust her 
with the child, or when the infant can be placed where it can 
be wet-nursed. In many cases mothers apply to have their 
children adopted, not because they wish to be separated from 
them, but because they have tried and failed to support 
themselves and their infants, and have become discouraged. 
Some mothers show great natural affection for their illegiti- 
mate children, and are willing to go to the country to work 
in families where they can receive small wages and have 
their infants with them, and fortunately many such homes 
are found. 

On the establishment of the State Board of Lunacy and 
Charity in 1879 there were 1,905 children subject to the 
Board's visitation, — 846 of them being in the State Institu- 
tions and 1,059 outside of the Institutions, — either in their 
homes or under indenture. At the close of the last oflBcial 
year, September 30, 1896, there were 2,790 children subject 
to the visitation of the Board, 397 being in Institutions and 
2,393 in their homes, in selected families, or otherwise cared 
for. Of the 2,393, 1,576 were practically self-supporting 
and 817 were at board in families. Thus it appears that 
while in 1879, at the beginning of the administration of the 
present Board, there were but 56 per cent of the State 



Digitized byVjQOQlC 



1897.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 17. 



17 



children cared for outside of the Institutions, there are now 
86 per cent of such children so cared for. 

Of the 2,790 children, 492 were classed as dependent, 662 
as neglected, 1,432 as juvenile offenders, and 204 as infants. 
The dependent and the neglected children were all in the cus- 
tody of the Board in the Department of In-Door Poor. Of 
the 1,432 juvenile offenders, 330 were in the custody of the 
Board in the Department of In-Door Poor, 268 were in the 
Lyman School, 129 in the State Industrial School, 485 in 
the custody of the Trustees of the Lyman School, outside 
the School, and 220 in the custody of the Trustees of the 
State Industrial School, outside the School. The 204 in- 
fants were in the custody of the Board in the Department of 
Out-Door Poor. 

The same statement may be made in tabular form, as 
follows : — 

Classification of Juvenile Wards of the State^ September 30^ 1896. 
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Besides the 397 children in the schools, and the 2,393 
outside, — 5 of whom were under treatment at the State 
Almshouse, — there were 62 other children in the State 
Almshouse, making a total of 2,852 children under the 
supervision of the Board at the close of the official year. 
Of the 62 children in the State Almshouse, 48 were in the 
maternity wards, in care of their mothers, 3 were idiots, 8 
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were under treatment in the hospital ward, and 3 were 
United States cases, subsequently deported. 

Of the children in charge of the In-Door Department, 
October 1, 1895, 564 were regularly at board. To this 
number were added, during the year, 206 children, making 
a total of 770 children regularly at board. Of this 770, free 
homes were found during the year for 83 ; 39 were released 
to relatives or friends ; 9 were adopted ; 3 were indentured ; 
2 died; 9 were sent for medical treatment; and 2 success- 
fully eloped ; leaving at regular board, September 30, 1896, 
623. In addition, 7 children were adopted who had become 
self-supporting before the beginning of the year. 

The number of visits paid to wards of the State during 
the year by the paid visitors of the Department of In-Door 
Poor was 5,325, and the number paid by the Auxiliary 
Visitors was 742. 

The whole number of children under three years of age 
in charge of the Department of Out-Door Poor at the begin- 
ning of the oflScial year, October 1, 1895, was 181 ; the 
number received during the year was 175 ; making the whole 
number supported during the year, 356 ; and there re- 
mained at the close of the official year, September 30, 1896, 
204. Of the 175 children received, 112 were committed to 
the custody of the Board by Overseers of the Poor, 16 were 
committed by the Courts, 40 were taken under Sections 14 
and 15 of Chapter 318 of the Acts of 1892 ; and 7 by re- 
moval from their homes in order to save their lives. Of 
the 356 children, 35 were legally adopted, 30 were trans- 
ferred to the Department of In-Door Poor, having reached 
the age of three years, 47 were discharged to parents or 
other relatives, 2 were discharged to towns of settlement, 
and 38 died. Of the remaining 204, 10 were on trial for 
adoption without expense to the State, and 11 were on trial 
at board; the rest were at board. During the year, 157 
infants were received at the Temporary Nursery in Roxbury. 
Nearly all the children received by the Department are first 
sent to this Nursery. There they are bathed, suitable 
clothing is given them, they receive medical and surgical 
treatment, if needed, and are then placed out to board. 
The Nursery is indispensable, not only as a temporary home 
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for children when first received, but also for treating those 
who have been placed out to board, and who are brought 
back again for surgical operation, or special medical care. 
There was no outbreak of contagious disease in the Nursery 
during the year, but it was thought expedient in July to re- 
move all the infants from the house for a time, and thoroughly 
disinfect it, as many of the infants were ill with summer 
diarrhoea. 

3,238 visits to infants were made. This number includes 
visits that are strictly medical, visits of supervision to infants 
in the custody of the Board, visits of inspection to premises 
of applicants for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for in- 
fants, visits of investigation to prospective homes where 
children are desired for legal adoption, and visits to boarding 
places where only one infant is desired, and where therefore a 
license is not required. The mortality rate of infants for the 
year was the lowest since the present system of caring for 
these children was adopted ; and, in view of the unfavorable 
weather conditions during the summer months, this fact is 
extremely gratifying, and due credit for it should be given to 
the medical visitors. 

The number of infants eligible for adoption was small ; 
this is owing to the fact that a child whose parentage is known 
and who is taken under Section 14, Chapter 318, Acts of 
1892, or committed by a Court, or committed by the Over- 
seers of the Poor^ cannot be adopted within two years of the 
date of its commitment, unless the written consent to such 
adoption is first obtained from the parents, surviving parent, 
or guardian of such child. Judges of Probate, however, 
sometimes allow an adoption to be completed within two 
years after the date of a child's commitment, if the child is a 
foundling of unknown parentage. Infants who are diseased 
or deformed must also be counted with those that are in- 
eligible, so that the deduction of these classes from the whole 
number supported, leaves a limited number from which ap- 
plicants for infants for adoption can choose. The Board 
cannot make any discrimination and select cases, but must 
accept all children lawfully committed to its custody, whether 
they are healthy, or suffering from hereditary disease, con- 
genital deformity, or moribund through acquired disease, 
ncf^lect or abuse. 
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Licensed Boarding-houses tor Infants. 

Under the present law (Chapter 318, Acts of 1892) no 
person can take to board at one time more than one infant 
under the age of two years, unattended by a parent or guar- 
dian, and unrelated to such person by blood or marriage 
without first obtaining a license from the State Board of 
Lunacy and Charity. Applications for such licenses must 
first receive the approval of the local Boards of Health ; 
and before granting the licenses, the State Board requires 
thorough investigations and satisfactory reports by the med- 
ical agents of the Department of Out-Door Poor. This law 
was enacted to abolish the business of ** baby-farming," and 
it has practically accomplished its purpose. 

During the last oflScial year, 154 licenses to maintain 
boarding-houses for infants were gmnted by the Board in 39 
cities and towns, in addition to the 155 licenses in force at 
the expiration of the previous year ; 135 licenses expired by 
the one-year limitation; 32 were revoked, — 31 on account 
of a change of residence, and one on account of death ; and 
142 licenses, permitting the boarding of 300 infants in 35 
cities and towns, remained in force September 30, 1896, 
These represent the licensed homes, not only of infants sup- 
ported by the Commonwealth, but also of those placed out 
by their parents, by the Boston Children's Aid Society, the 
Massachusetts Infant Asylum, the St. Mary's Infant Asylum, 
the Marcella Street Home, the Gwynne Temporary Home, 
the New England Moral Reform Society, and a few others. 

Table showivg number of Licenses issued; number of cities or towns 
where Licensees reside; number of Licenses expired and revoked; 
whole number in force^ etc,^ for the year ending September 30 y 
1896, and the four preceding years: 
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During the year 1,221 reports were received from persons 
taking infants to board ; 609 from those placing infants to 
board, and 1,142 of discharges. Of the 1,235 infants re- 
ported on, 663 were boys, 572 girls; 448 were legitimate, 
567 illegitimate, and 220 unknown. Of these 1,235, 252 
died, 293 were returned to their parents, 177 became two 
years old, and 30 were adopted. The remainder, 483, were 
at board at the end of the year, — 159 of them in licensed 
homes, and. 324 in homes having but one infant each at any 
time, and therefore not required to be licensed. 

Distribution of Children. 
In connection with the accompanying chart, the following 
table shows the distribution of the children in institutions, 
and the percentage of the whole number in institutions, self- 
supporting in families and at board in families, at the close 
of the official years 1866, 1876, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, 
1890, 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895, 1896. 





Is 


li 
1* 




|i 


li 




Is 
as 


li 


Is 

11 

QQ 


Is 


Is 


li 


li 
1^" 


State Almshouse, . 


178 


74 


46 


60 


73 


44 


37 


66 


61 


42 


45 


40 


62 


Bute Farm, . 


65 


63 


- 


" 








- 






- 


- 


- 


State Primary 
School, . . 


466 


485 


357 


300 


297 


328 


336 


817 


257 


198 


121 


. 


. 


Lymao School, 


332 


349 


90 


118 


142 


184 


185 


200 


219 


238 


234 


264 


268 


State iDdastrial 
School, 


137 


127 


70 


58 


63 


87 


97 


91 


82 


112 


124 


111 


129 


School Ship, . 


259 
1,437 


1,098 


563 


536 


675 


643 


655 


674 


609 


690 


"~624 


- 


- 


Total, 


415 


459 


Belf-snpporting in 
families, . . 


628 


1,000 


885 


899 


902 


897 


1,046 


1,068 


1,297 


1.421 


1,459 


1,482 


1,576 


At board in fami- 
Ues, . . . 




44 


247 


262 


240 


262 


274 


325 


378 


437 


682 


736 


817 


Aggregate, . 


2,065 


2,142 


1,695 


1,697 


1,717 


1,802 


1,975 


2,057 


2,284 


2,448 


2,565 


2,633 


2,852 


Percentage of 
whole number: 




























In institutions, 


70 


61 


83 


82 


33 


86 


83 


83 


27 


24 


20 


16 


16 


In families, 
without board, 


80 


47 


62 


63 


63 


50 


63 


61 


67 


68 


67 


66 


66 


In families, 
with board, . 


- 


2 


16 


15 


14 


14 


14 


16 


16 


18 


23 


28 


29 
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The tables immediately following give the location or 
condition of children visited by the agents of the Depart- 
ment of In-Door Poor, the location of children in families 
and at board, the movement of the several classes of children 
subject to visitation, the number of visits to wards and 
special reports, the disposal of cases of indigent and neg- 
lected children and juvenile offenders, — all in the Depart- 
ment of In-Door Poor ; and a summary of infants under 
two years of age reported to the Department of Out-Door 
Poor, and deaths of infants by ages. 
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Location of Children placed in Families September 30y 1896. 


LOCATION. 


Bojt. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Massachusetts : 

Barnstable County, .... 


6 


41 


47 


Berkshire County, 


45 


9 


54 


Bristol County, 


65 


27 


92 


Essex County, 


89 


29 


118 


Franklin County, 


68 


35 


103 


Hampden County, 


225 


77 


302 


Hampshire County, .... 


176 


63 


239 


Middlesex County, .... 


174 


108 


282 


Norfolk County 


57 


39 


96 


Plymouth County, 


33 


22 


55 


Suffolk County, 


82 


30 


112 


Worcester County, .... 


125 


56 


181 


Total in Massachusetts, . 


1,145 


536 


1,681 


Maine 


10 


21 


31 


New Hampshire, 


27 


13 


40 


Vermont 


93 


7 


100 


Rhode Island, 


11 


5 


16 


CONNECTICDT, 


135 


24 


159 


Total 


1,421 


606 


2.027 



Location of Children at Board j September SOy 1896. 


location. 


BOTS. 


Oirte. 


TotaL 


Massachusetts : 








Barnstable County, .... 


1 


5 


6 


Berkshire County, . 




1 


- 


1 


Bristol County, 




23 


17 


40 


Essex County, 




16 


20 


36 


Franklin County, . 




14 


7 


21 


Hampden County, . 




102 


33 


135 


Hampshire County, 




119 


33 


152 


Middlesex County, 




59 


40 


99 


Norfolk County, . 




34 


18 


52 


Plymouth County, . 




18 


7 


25 


Suffolk County, . 




- 


3 


3 


Worcester County, 




22 


16 


38 


Total in Massachusetts, . 


409 


199 


608 


Maine 


„ 


3 


3 


New Hampshire, 


. 


2 


2 


Connecticut, . . . 


7 


3 


10 


Total, . 


. 


416 


207 


623 
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Number of Visits to Wards and Special Reports during the Official 

Tear. 





Visits tc 


> Waxds. 


Special Reports. 


DATE. 


> 
S 


Kg 

P 




1. 


f 

1895. 










October, 


56-4 


88 


141 


23 


November, . . . • . 


564 


43 


99 


21 


December, 


292 


57 


81 


1^ 


isoe. 










January, ..... 


510 


91 


74 


14 


February, ..... 


313 


41 


128 


23 


March, 


345 


66 


137 


16 


AprU, ' . 


337 


24 


141 


4 


May, 


719 


68 


147 


8 


June, 


489 


84 


97 


9 


July 


400 


57 


116 


13 


August, 


803 


34 


91 


6 


September, 


489 


89 


94 


7 


Total 


5.325 


742 


1.346 


153 
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Deaths of Infants by Ages. 



AGES BY MOirrHS. 




i 


B 

5- 

1 « 

S < 

II 

1- 


1 

a 

OD 


1 


S 

1 


h 

a o 

tt QQ 

11 
1^ 


g 

a 
•< 


Under one month, . 


5 


1 


- 


20 


- 


- 


- 


- 


One month but under two, . 


8 


10 


1 


44 


- 


- 


3 


1 


Two months but under three, 


8 


7 


1 


24 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Three months but under four, 


9 


2 


1 


10 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Four months but under five, . 


6 


1 


1 


12 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Five months but under six, . 


4 


3 


- 


7 


- 


- 


1 


2 


Six months and over, • 


19 


12 


2 


28 


1 


1 


2 


- 


Totals, .... 


53 


36 


6 


145 


1 


1 


6 


4 



The State Out-Door Poor. 
The Department of Out-Door Poor received, during the 
official year, from 228 cities and towns, 10,123 notices, on 
account of 25,521 persons. Of these notices, 5,922, cover- 
ing 8,181 individuals, were on account of persons too sick 
to be removed, (including 70 notices covering 314 individ- 
uals, on account of persons sick with dangerous diseases) ; 
700 notices, covering 3,039 persons, were for wife settlement 
cases; 3,326 notices, covering 14,123 persons, were for 
temporary aid and transportation ; and 175 notices were for 
infants. 'Of the total number of notices, 1,815, covering 
6,824 persons, were in cases on account of which a previous 
notice had been received during the year. 

Oases of State Sick Poor. 
The number of notices received during the year, under 
Public Statutes, Chapter 86, Section 25, was 5,922. This 
law provides that no city or town officer shall be allowed to 
send to the State Almshouse any person infected with small- 
pox or other disease dangerous to the public health, or any 
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other sick person whose health would be endangered by re- 
moval ; but all such persons liable to be maintained by the 
Commonwealth, are to be supported during their sickness by 
the city or town in which they are taken sick, and notice of 
such sickness must be given to the State Board, which ex- 
amines the case, and directs the removal of the patient if it 
deems it expedient. These 5,922 notices were sent by the 
Overseers of the Poor of 181 cities and towns, and covered 
8,184 persons, of whom 5,988 were represented as being too 
ill to be removed. This number of notices shows an increase 
of 423, as compared with the previous year, or about 7.7 
per cent ; and as compared with the official year 1893-1894, 
an increase of 225, or about 4 per cent. The largest num- 
ber of notices received in any one month was 786, in Janu- 
ary ; and the smallest, 381, in November, The number of 
persons actually supported shows a decrease of 58, as copi- 
pared with the previous year, and of persons actually sick 
and requiring medical attendance, an increase of 332, as com- 
pared with the previous year. 

Of these 5,922 notices, 3,210, or about 54.2 per-cent of 
the whole number, were from Boston, viz : — 2,970 from the 
City Hospital, 71 from the Carney Hospital, 106 from the 
Institutions Department, 33 from the Boston Lying-in Hos- 
pital, and the remainder, 30, on account of persons sup- 
ported at their homes. 

The number of visits made by the officers of the Depart- 
ment, in the investigation of these 5,922 notices, was 9,774. 
As a result of their investigations, the Overseers of the Poor 
were directed to discontinue aid in 410 cases, — 353 in con- 
sequence of the recovery of the patient sufficiently to permit 
his removal, and in the other 57 cases for other reasons 
manifest to the visitor. In 390 cases all aid was refused ; 
in 355 of these cases because at the time the application 
for aid was made, the patient could have been removed 
without danger, and in the other 35 cases for other evident 
reasons. 4,821 cases were investigated by the visitors of 
the Department; and in 231 cases settlements were found, 
covering 382 persons. Among those reported as sick, there 
were 267 deaths. 
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Cases of Diseases Dangerous to Public Health. 

Of the 5,922 Dotices previously stated as received in re- 
gard to the sick State poor, 70 were on account of *< diseases 
dangerous to the public health", covering 314 persons and 
113 patients. These patients cannot be removed to the 
almshouse, but must be supported during their sickness by 
the city or town in which they are taken sick. These 70 
notices were from 39 cities and towns ; 15 being for cases 
of scarlet fever, 40 for diphtheria, 11 for measles, and 4 
for small-pox. Five settlements were found, covering 17 
persons. 

Oases of Wife Settlement. 

The number of notices received under Public Statutes, 
Chapter 86, Section 31, in cases of poor and indigent per- 
sons where the wife has a legal settlement in some city or 
town of the Commonwealth, but the husband is a state pau- 
per, was 700, from 87 cities and towns, covering 3,039 per- 
sons, of whom 297 were sick. This law, as amended by 
Chapter 211, Acts of 1885, provides that the expense of 
thus supporting the person who is a state pauper, (written 
notice having been given to the State Board within sixty 
days from the time when such aid shall be jSrst given,) shall 
be paid by the Commonwealth, reference being had to the 
expense of supporting such persons at the State Almshouse, 
if thereto committed. The above jSgures show a decrease 
in the number of notices, as compared with the previous 
year, of 77, or about ten per cent; and as compared with 
the year 1893-1894, a decrease of 501, or about 41.7 per 
cent. Of these 700 notices, 371 were from the City of Bos- 
ton. 221 cases were investigated by the agents of the De- 
partment and five settlements were found, and 2,339 persons 
were acknowledged as settled; so that the whole number 
aided by the State was 695, of whom 206 were sick. The 
number of visits made in these cases was 792. As a result 
of these visits, the local authorities were advised to render 
no aid in one case, and to discontinue aid in 10 cases. 
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Cases of Temporary Aid. 

Chapter 183, Acts of 1877, as codified, Chapter 84, Sec- 
tion 18, Public Statutes, permits cities and towns to furnish 
" temporary aid to poor persons found therein having no 
lawful settlement within the State, if the overseers of the 
poor deem it for the public interest ; but except in cases of 
sickness not for a longer period than for four weeks at one 
time, or to a greater amount than one dollar a week for each 
person, or five dollars a week for each family.*' 

This Section, as amended by Chapter 90, Acts of 1891, 
reads as follows : ** A city or town may furnish temporary 
aid to poor persons found therein, having no lawful settle- 
ments within the State, if the overseers deem it for the pub- 
lic interest ; but, except in cases of sickness, not for a longer 
period than four weeks at one time between May first and 
November first, or for a longer period than eight weeks at 
one time for cases notified between November first and May 
first, or to a greater amount than one dollar a week for each 
person, or five dollars a week for each family ; and the over- 
seers shall in every case give immediate notice by mail to 
the State Board of Lunacy and Charity, which Board shall 
examine the case and direct as to the continuance of such aid, 
or removal to the State Almshouse, or to some place out of 
the State, either before or after removal to the State Alms- 
house, according to law. A detailed statement of expenses 
so incurred shall be rendered, and after approval by the 
State Board, such expenses shall be paid from the State 
Treasury." 

The total number of notices received under this law, dur- 
ing the last oflScial year, was 3,326, covering 14,123 persons, 
from 163 cities and towns. The largest number of notices 
received in any one month was in January, — 475; the 
smallest number was in April, — 185. The whole number 
shows an increase of 348, as compared with the preceding 
year, or about 11.7 per cent, and as compared with the year 
1893-1894, a decrease of 2,612, or about 44 per cent. 580 
of these notices, or about 17.4 per cent, were received from 
the city of Boston. The number of visits made under these 
notices was 3,453. 1,181 cases were investigated by the 
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officers of the Department and 164 settlements were found, 
covering 609 persons. As a result of visitation, aid was 
discontinued in 354 cases ; aid was refused in 87 cases, and 
in 38 cases, involving 110 persons, directions were given 
that no aid be rendered, except at the State Almshouse. 

It is the general policy of the Board to refuse all applica- 
tions for temporary aid, excepting in cases where the need 
of such aid is not likely to continue beyond the period of 
four weeks in summer, or eight weeks in winter. 

Included in the cases of persons to whom temporary aid 
was rendered, wer^ 514 who, at their own request, weie 
furnished transportation to places out of the State, directly 
through the Department in Boston. In addition to these, 
a considerable number were also sent from other cities and 
towns. During the year bills for the transportation of 729 
persons were allowed. These include persons sent out in 
previous years. Of thesd 729, 174 were sent to European 
countries, 226 to Canada and other British Provinces, and 
829 to other States. 

The destination of the 514 sent from Boston during the 
year was as follows : — 

To Foreign Counties: Austria, 1; Azores, 9; Belgium, 
3; England, 62; Finland, 3; Germany, 29; Ireland, 31; 
Italjs 3; Norway, 3; Portugal, 2; Scotland, 6; Sweden, 
12 ; Switzerland, 1 ; West Indies, 1 ; British Provinces, 144. 

To Other States : California, 4 ; Connecticut, 5 ; District 
of Columbia, 5 ; Florida, 1 ; Georgia, 4 ; Illinois, 20 ; Kan- 
sas, 3; Maine, 28; Michigan, 4; Maryland, 6; Missouri, 
1 ; Montana, 4 ; New Hampshire, 7 ; New York, 50 ; North 
Carolina, 4 ; Ohio, 10.; Pennsylvania, 27 ; Rhode Island, 
4; Texas, 1; Vermont, 7; Virginia, 9. 

In addition to the above, 49 shipwrecked seamen were 
sent from Tisbury and Nantucket to New Bedford and 
Woods Hole, at an expense of $58.20. 

The bills examined by the Superintendent of Out-Door 
Poor, during the official year, on account of cases of sick 
State poor, wife settlement, dangerous diseases, temporary 
aid, and burials, were in number, amount, and allowance, 
as follows : — 
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CLASSES OF CASES. 



Number 

of 

Bills. 



Amount 

of 
Claim. 



Amount 

of 

Allowance. 



Amount 

of 

Deduction. 



Sick State Poor : 

Boston City Hospital, . 
Other cases, . 
Totals, 
Wife Settlement, 
Dangerous Diseases, . 
Temporary Aid, . 

Burial, 

Totals, 



2,685 
2,661 



$63,875 00 
58,562 14 



$30,726 15 
46,723 64 



$32,648 85 
11,838 60 



5,246 

745 

216 

8,081 

1,005 



$121,937 14 

$5,350 60* 

7,638 74 

28,104 17 

10,441 88 



$77,449 69 

5,359 69 

4,844 54 

24,699 83 

8,656 88 



$44,487 45 

2,794 20 
3,504 34 
1,785 00 



10,293 



$173,481 62 



$120,910 63 



$52,570 09 



* This amount is not, strictly speaking, a claim ; it comprises sums reported for adjust 
ment, under the law. 

Notices by Months and Counties. 

The Dotices received bj'' the Department of Out-Door 
Poor during the official year, on account of cases of sick 
State poor, wife settlement, and temporary aid, classified 
by months and counties, are shown in the three foll9wing 
tables : — 
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After the transfers to the town and private account and 
the removals from the several institutions named had been 
made, there remained in the institutions, September 30, 
1896, 1,395 persons, classed as insane, to be supported at 
the expense of the Commonwealth, as follows ; 

DaDvers Lunatic Hospital, .116 

Worcester Lunatic Hospital, ,,.... 174 

Taunton Lunatic Hospital, 146 

Westborough Insane Hospital, 96 

Northampton Lunatic Hospital, ...... 69 

Medfield Insane Asylum, . • 123 

Worcester Insane Asylum, . . . . . . .114 

State Almshouse, Lunatic Ward, 281 

State Asylum for Insane Criminals (State Faym), . . 188 
Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates, 42 
Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded, ... 36 
Hospital Cottages for Children, .,,,,. 10 

1,395 

Of the 2,538 removed, 322 were insane. Of the latter, 
108 were sent to other States, and 214 to other Countries. 

Of those removed to other States, 20 were sent to Maine, 
12 to New Hampshire, 4 to Vermont, 14 to Rhode Island, 9 
to Connecticut, 28 to New York, 3 to New Jersey, 5 to 
Pennsylvania, 1 to Virginia, 2 to North Carolina, 1 to Geor- 
gia, 1 to Louisiana, 1 to Michigan, 1 to Ohio, 1 to Illinois, 1 
to Iowa, 2 to Wisconsin, 1 to Tennessee, I to California. 

Of those removed toother Countries, 13 were sent to New 
Brunswick, 17 to Nova Scotia, 4 to Prince Edward Island, 
5 to Newfoundland, 32 to Canada, 2 to West Indies, 2 to 
the Cape Verd Islands, 29 to England, 53 to Ireland, 3 
to Scotland, 15 to Sweden, 2 to Denmark, 7 to Finland, 8 
to Russia, 3. to Austria, 10 to Germany, 6 to Italy, 1 to Bel- 
gium, 2 to China. 

Settlement Work. 

The settlement laws of the state are somewhat peculiar in 
their character, and a clear understanding of them, with the 
judicial decisions upon them, involves no little study and 
experience. The investigation and determination of ques- 
tions of settlement, and consequent liability for support, as 
between the Commonwealth and its cities and towns, as be- 
tween this State and other States of the Union, and, again, 
as between the State and foreign nations, engages the con- 
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stani attention of some of the Board's most efficient and 
diligent agents. 



Summary of the Settlement Work clone in the Department of In-Door 
Poor during the Official Tear. 
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Total, 
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41 
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13 
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85 
11 
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260 

218 
45 
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Northampton Lunatic ffbapital. 
Cases entered for investigation, 

Settlement 

No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, 

Total, .... 

Danvera Lunatic ffoapital. 

Cases entered for investigation, 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement. . 
Withdrawn, 

Total. .... 

Weatborough Insane Hospital. 

Cases entered for investigation, 

Settlement, .... 
Nosattlemem, . 
Withdrawi^ 

Total, .... 

Worcester Insane Asylum. 

Oases entered for investigation, 

Sefcllement, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn* 

Total, .... 

MassachuseUs Hospital for Dip- 
somaniacs and Inebriates, 
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Establishments — Particu- 
lars. 
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State Almshouse^ Lunatic Ward. 

Caeefl entered for investigation, 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn 


1 


1 


- 


3 
3 

1 
1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

42 

16 
35 

7 

58 

4 
2 

2 

127 

132 
18 
5 

iJT 

46 

18 
35 

7 

60 

173 

150 
53 
12 


2 
2 

2 

1 
1 

1 

48 

25 
16 
4 

45 

1 

1 

124 

96 
18 

109 

48 

25 
17 
4 

46 

172 

121 

30 

4 


1 

"T 

29 
29 

4 

33 

1 

119 

108 
5 
8 

116 

30 
29 

4 

33 

149 

137 
6 

7 


1 

1 

30 

8 
9 
14 

31 

3 
2 

2 

93 

97 
25 

122 

33 

8 
11 
14 

38 

126 

105 
36 
14 


2 
"2* 

1 
1 

1 

38 

19 
14 

7 

"40^ 

6 

1 
3 

4 

182 

112 
25 

1 

138 

44 

20 
17 

7 

44 

176 

182 

42 

8 


1 

1 

23 

14 
2 
1 

17 
3 

124 

103 
8 

HI 

26 

14 
2 

1 

17 

150 

117 
10 

1 


3 
8 

1 

34 

17 
10 
6 

83 
8 

149 

72 
18 
3 

93 

87 

17 

10 

6 

33 

186 

89 

28 

9 


1 

"T 

2 

18 

14 
5 
5 

24 

8 
1 

1 

2 

102 

72 
13 

2 

17 

26 

15 
5 
6 

le" 

128 

87 

18 

8 


2 

T 

30 

29 
4 
4 

37 

3 
2 

1 

~3 

177 

200 

37 

8 

240 

83 

31 

4 
5 

40 

210 

231 

41 

8 


8 

8 
8 


Total 

State Asylum for Insane Crimi- 
nals {State Farm). 

Cases entered for investigation, 

Bettleroeut, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, 

Total 

Massachusetts School for 
Feeble-Mindtd. 

Cases entered for investigation. 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement, . . 
Withdrawn 

Total 

State Almshouse. 

Cases entered for investigation. 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, 
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Total 

State Farm. 

Cases entered for investigation, 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, 

Total 

Total for Insane and Idiots. 

Cases entered for investigation. 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, 

Total, .... 

Total for Paupers, 

Cases entered for investigation. 

Settlement 

No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, . . . 

Total, .... 

Aggregates. 

Cases entered for investigation. 

Settlement, .... 
No settlement, . 
Withdrawn, 
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10 
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136 
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458 

2,080 

1.531 
399 
100 


Total 
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186 


216 
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182 


128 
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113 


280 


2,030 



Number of cases pending October 1, 1895, 
Number of cases pending October 1, 1896, 
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The changes from State to town and private account as a 
result of settlement investigations were as follows : — 

Danvers Lunatic HospUaL 

To account of town of settlement, 264: 

To private account, . .10 — 274 

Worcester Lunatic HospUaL 

To account of town of settlement, 343 

To private account, . 23 — 366 

Taunton Lunatic Hospital, 

To account of town of settlement, 211 

To private account, 5 — 216 

Westborough Insane Hospital, 
To account of town of settlement, . . . . . 158 
To private account, 15 — 173 

Northampton Lunatic HospUaL 

To account of town of settlement, 31 

To private account, . . — 31 

Worcester Insane Asylum, 

To account of town of settlement, 1 

To private account, , , — 1 

Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates, 

To account of town of settlement, 207 

To private account, 1 — 208 

Lunatic Ward of State Almshouse, 
To account of town of settlement, . . . . . 9 
To private account, , — 9 

State Asylum for Insane Criminals (State Farm), 

To account of town of settlement, 6 

To private account, . — 6 

Massachusetts School for Feeble-Minded, 

To account of town of settlement, 11 

To private account, . — 11 

Whole number charged to town of settlement, . . . 1,241 
Whole number charged to private account, . , .54 — 1,295 
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The amount charged cities, towns and kindred for the 
support at State institutions of patients originally entered as 
State charges, but afterwards ascertained either to have local 
settlements or to be properly chargeable to private account, 
was $106,367.44, Of this amount $48,134.87 was for in* 
mates of the State Lunatic Hospitals, $8,398.70 for inmates 
of the Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and Inebri- 
ates, $657.39 for inmates of the Massachusetts School for 
the Feeble-Minded, $34,322.40 for inmates of the State 
Almshouse, $14,757.86 for inmates of the State Farm, 
$101.22 for inmates of the Hospital Cottages for Children. 



Summary of the Settlement Work done in the Department of Out- 
Door Poor during the Official Year. 
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Temporary Aid. 
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THE STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

The State Institutions under the general supervision of 
the Board are as follows : — 



The Lyman School for Boys, Weatborough, — Superintendent^ Theo- 
dore F. Chapin. 
The State Industrial School for Girls, Lancaster, — Superin- 

te7xdent, I^uann L. Brackett. 
The State Almshouse at Tewksbury, — Sttperintendent, Herbert B. 

Howard. M.D. 
The State Farm at Bridgewater, — Superintendent, HoUis M. 

BlackstoDe. 
The Worcester Lunatic Hospital, — Superintendent, Hosea M. 

Quinby, M.D. 
The Taunton Lunatic Hospital, — Superintendent, John P. Brown, 

M.D. 
The Northampton Lunatic Hospital, — Superintendent^ Edwtird P. 

Nims, M.D. 
The Worcester Insane Asyuju,— Superintendent, Ernest V. Scrib- 

ner, M.D. 
The Dan vers Lunatic Hospital, — Superintendent, Charles W. Page, 

M.D. 
The Westborough Insane HosprrAL,— <Swpenn/e»den^, George S. 

Adams, M.D. 
The Medfield Insane Asylum, — Superintendent, Edward French, 

M.D. 
The Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates, 

Foxborough, — Superintendent, Marcello Hutchinson, M.D. 
♦The Massacbusetts School for the Feeble-Minded, Waltham, 

— Superintendent, Walter E. Femald, M.D. 
♦The Hospital Cottages for Children, Baldwinville, — 5wp6n»- 

tendent, Everett Flood, M.D. 
♦The McLean Hospital, WviVetly,^ Superintendent, Edward F. 

Cowles, M.D. 



The Ltman and Ikdustrial Schools. 

Ti^ustees: Melyin H. Walker, of Westborough, Presi- 
dent; Elizabeth G. Evans, of Boston, Secretary; Henry C. 
Greeley, of Clinton, Treasurer; Michael J. Sullivan, of 
Chicopee ; Elizabeth C. Putnam, of Boston ; Charles P. 
Worcester, M.D., of Newton; Samuel W. McDaniel, of 
Cambridge. 



* Partly under State control. 
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The Lyman School for Boys. 

(Opened, 1848.) 

Theodore F, Chapin, Superintendent. 

Beceipls and Expenses, 

Dr. 



Receipts — 
Commonwealth, . 
Farm and labor of pupils, 
Other sources. 



Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, 

Provisions and supplies, 

Clothing, 

Fuel and lights, 

Medicine and medical supplies. 

Furnishings, . 

Grain, feed and meal, . 

School supplies, etc.. 

Seed, plants, farm tools, etc., 

Other expenses. 

Ordinary repairs and improvements. 

Special repairs and improvements, 



Paid into State Treasury, 



174,620 19 

770 23 

64 69 



126,718 24 
9.362 68 
6,299 90 
7,283 46 
207 45 
1,789 60 
1,224 24 
1,662 62 
1,832 70 
6,374 65 
4,413 71 
9,461 14 



«76,356 11 



f74,620 19 
834 92 

176,366 11 



The market value of the trust funds was $65,705.78 on 
September 30, 1896. 
Number in School, October 1, 1895, 264. 
Number in School September 30, 1896, 268. 
Average weekly cost per capita, $4.61. 

Of the 144 boys committed during the past year, one was 
nine years old, 6 were ten years old, 15 eleven years, 22 
twelve years, 35 thirteen years, 58 fourteen years, 4 fifteen 
years, and 3 sixteen years ; 63 of them were committed for 
larceny ; 30 for stubbornness, 32 for breaking, entering and 
larceny, and the rest for other offences. 87 boys were 
placed on probation with their parents, and 125 in other 
families. 

This School shows a generally improved condition, and 
the boys appear stronger and more healthy. An attack of 
diphtheria, which appeared the early part of the year, was 
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vigorously stamped out, and there has been no return of it. 
In one respect there has been a marked departure from the 
old rule of segregation, the pupils being now sent, without 
supervision, from one house to another for school instruction. 
The object of this is to provide for a better system of grad- 
ing, but it appears to neutralize, to a considerable extent, 
the good effects of the cottage system. ' The Board repeats 
its objection to the absence of a night-watch in the dormi- 
tories. 

^ The house at Berlin has been satisfactorily managed, but 
it is to be questioned whether additional legislation may not 
be required to remove the legal obstacles in the way of its 
establishment as an adjunct to the School. 

The State Industrial School for Girls. 

(Opened, 1856.) 

LuANN L. Brac^ett, Superintendent. 

Receipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 



Receipts — 
Commonwealth, 
Other sources, income, 



f 80,333 04 
680 20 



Cr. 



Salaries, wages and labor, • 
Provisions and supplies, 
Clothing, .... 
Fuel and lights, 
Medicine and medical supplies. 
Furnishings, .... 
Ordinary repairs and improvemen 
Other expenses, including construction. 

Paid into State Treasury, , 



;s. 



■ 

111,143 90 


4,796 47 


2,000 90 


2,155 31 


216 09 


641 21 


1,225 03 


8,164 13 



f30,913 24 



f 30,333 04 
680 20 

$30,913 24 



The market value of the permanent funds was $3,300.00 
on September 30, 1896. 

Number in School October 1, 1895, 111. 
Number in School September 30, 1896, 129. 
Average weekly cost per capita, $4.17. 
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Of the 86 commitments during the year, 48 were for stub- 
bornness, 5 for idle and disorderly conduct, 13 for larceny, 
5 for fornication, one for drunkenness, 3 for lewdness, 2 for 
night-walking, 7 for vagrancy and idleness, and 2 for dis- 
turbance of the peace. Of the girls outside the School, but 
in its custody, 45 were with relatives on probation, 112 in 
other families, 8 at school, 6 at board (5 of them attending 
school), and 33 married. Of 67 girls who, during the year, 
passed out of the care of the State, the conduct of 47, or 
70 per cent, is reported good. 

^The number of inmates is steadily increasing, so that 
the attic dormitories, condemned by the fire inspectors as 
unsafe, have had to be re-occupied, and it will soon be nec- 
essary to provide for the erection of an additional building. 
Notwithstanding the long illness and enforced absence of the 
Superintendent, the School continued in its usual orderly 
and prosperous condition, thus showing the permanent effect 
of her admirable influence and teachings, and the faithful- 
ness of those left in charge. 

The State Almshouse and the State Farm. 

These two Institutions are under the direction of a single 
Board of Trustees. The Trustees are as follows : J. White 
Belcher, of Randolph, Chairman; Payson W. Lyman, of 
Fall Kiver, Secretary; Sarah D. Fiske, of Maiden; Leonard 
Huntress, M.D., of Lowell; Jacob H. Hecht of Boston; 
Anna F. Prescott, of Boston ; Warren E. Kice, of Lawrence. 

The State Almshouse. 

(Opened, 1854.) 

Herbert B. Howard, M.D., Superintendent, 
Receipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 

Receipts — 

Commonwealth : 
For current expenses, .... $138,762 04 
For special expenses, .... 86,233 05 

Other sources, 1,669 05 

$176,564 14 
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Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, . 
Provisions and supplies. 
Clothing, dry goods, boots and shoes. 
Fuel and lights, .... 
Medicines and medical supplies, . 
Furnishings, beds and bedding, . 
Ordinary repairs and improvements. 
Extraordinary repairs and improvements, 
Other expenses, 



Paid into State Treasury, 



J82,820 96 




36,650 65 




14,823 29 




15,468 86 




6,262 94 




2,310 43 




11,056 92 




36,233 05 




20,468 09 






f 174,995 09 


. 


1,669 05 



$176,564 14 



Average weekly cost per capita, $2.17. 



Numbers. 





BAins. 


INBANI. 


Total. 




i 


1 


1 


i 


a 


i 

1 


i 


a 


^ 


i 

2 

o 


1 


Number October 1, 1895, 


870 


181 


40 


591 


100 


373 


473 


470 


554 


40 


1,064 


Admitted during year, . 


2,448 


660 


418 


3,626 


26 


53 


78 


2,473 


713 


418 


3,604 


Discharged during year, 


2,890 


625 


890 


3,405 


27 


50 


77 


2,417 


675 


390 


3,482 


Number September 30, 1896, . 


428 


216 


68 


712 


98 


376 


474 


526 


592 


68 


1,186 



* Person! fifteen years of age and under. 

Classification of discharges: Deaths, 272; Removals, 8,210; Total, 3,482. 
Number of maternity cases during the year : confinements, 105; births, 105. 
Number of illegitimate births during the year, 72. 

The number admitted during the year, 3,604, was an in- 
crease of 533 from the previous year. The largest number 
present was 1,547 on Oct. 2 ; the weekly average was 1,231, 
or 64 more than the previous year. Nearly 87 per cent, of 
the persons admitted were treated in the hospitals. Of the 
272 deaths, 39 were among the insane. Among the diseases 
treated were 245 of syphilis. In the 105 maternity cases, 
35 of the mothers were born in Ireland, 10 in England, 31 
in other foreign countries, and 29 in the United States. 
The women in the pauper department manufactured 23,997 
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articles during the year, and the women in the insane ward 
11,757 articles. 

Under the authority given and the appropriation passed 
by the last Legislature, the farm area has been enlarged, 
summer-houses have been built in the yard of the women's 
asylum, and the new asylum ward for insane women is 
nearly completed. The training school for nurses continues 
with good results, much valuable scientific work is accom- 
plished in the laboratory, and provision will probably soon 
be made for the employment of a bacteriologist. 

The Trustees suggest the need of the renovation of the old 
asylum ward for women, changes in the maternity wards, — 
allowing the sun to reach every room, a new store-house, 
and the erection of a cottage for consumptives.* 

The Board sees no reason to change its favorable opinion 
of the management of this institution, as expressed in its 
report of last year. 

The State Farm. 

(Opened, 1866.) 

HoLLis M. Blackstone, Superintendent, 

Receipts and Expenses, 

Receipts — Dr. 

Commonwealth 1114,001 06 

Labor of inmates, 3,433 64 

Other sources, 188 39 

$117,623 09 

Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, .... f 30,21 3 33 
Provisions and supplies, .... 31,669 30 

Clothing, 8,409 18 

Fuel and lights, 9,239 05 

Medicine and medical supplies, . . . 1,662 17 

Furnishings, . , 3,576 06 

Ordinary repairs and improvements, . . 8,178 06 

Other expenses, 21,263 91 

f 114,001 06 

Paid into State Treasury, 3,622 03 

$117,623 09 
Average weekly cost per capita, gross $2.00. 

* The Board's opinion with regard to the advisability of these and other changes 
recommended hy the Trustees of the several institutions will he found in that part 
of the Report entitled *' Proceedings of the Board." 
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Numbers. 





Paupers. 


Pbisonbbb. 


IN8AKB. 


Total. 




a 


% 


1 


1 


a 
1 


1' 


i 


1 


1 


H 


Number October 1, 1805, 


184 


1 


135 


556 


18 


574 


244 


084 


10 


053 


Admitted during year, . 


184 


53 


237 


1.208 


34 


1,382 


100 


1.582 


87 


1,660 


Discharged during year. 


155 


62 


207 


1,202 


86 


1.328 


44 


1,401 


88 


1,570 


Number September 80, 1806, . 


108 


2 


165 


562 


16 


578 


300 


1,025 


18 


1.048 



Clasfiiflcation of dischargee: Deaths, 51; Removals, 1,028; Total, 1,570. 

The population of this institution is made up of three 
classes, viz., paupers, prisoners, and insane, — the latter oc- 
cupying that portion of the Institution designated by the law 
of 1895 as the State Asylum for Insane Criminals. At the 
end of the official year there were 30 more paupers than at 
the beginning, and 56 more insane, while the number of 
prisoners had increased from 574 to 578. The largest num- 
ber of all classes during the year was 1,248, the smallest 946, 
and the average 1,098, the corresponding figures for the 
previous year being 1,203, 887, and 1,002. The largest 
number of admissions in any one month was 182 in the 
month of December, out of a total of 1,669 for the year. 
Among the 1,332 prisoners received, 977 were classed as 
drunkards, 201 as vagrants, and 139 as tramps; 395 of them 
had been admitted previously, viz., 238 for the second time, 
81 for the third, 26 for the fourth, 17 for the fifth, 10 for the 
sixth, 9 for the seventh, 4 for the eighth, 6 for the tenth, 
one for the eleventh, one for the twelfth, one for the 
thirteenth, and one for the sixteenth time. Of the sentences, 
852 were for six months, and 255 for one year, the rest for 
periods varying from 3 to 24 months. Of the 1,669 persons 
admitted, 541 were bom in Massachusetts, 292 in other parts 
of the United States, 455 in Ireland, 127 in England, 137 in 
the British provinces, 30 in Scotland, 6 in Germany, 14 in 
Sweden, and the remainder in other foreign countries. 

Of the 100 cases admitted during the year to that portion 
of the Institution known as the State Asylum for Insane 
Criminals, 50 were transferred from State Lunatic Hospitals, 
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46 were committed directly from penal institutions and by 
the Courts, and 4 were transferred from the almshouse de- 
partment of the State Farm. Of the 44 cases discharged, 7 
were discharged as recovered. There were 9 deaths. Of 
the 300 cases remaining in this portion of the Institution 
at the end of the year, only 212 can be classed as crim- 
inal insane, the remaining 88 being those left of the pauper 
class of insane at the time of the opening of the Asylum. It 
is suggested that it would be well to separate the non- 
criminals from the rest of the insane population by trans- 
ferring and committing all insane inmates of the almshouse 
department of the Institution to the State Lunatic Hospitals. 
Of the 344 cases under treatment during the year, mechan- 
ical restraint for short periods was used in 13, and seclu- 
sion for short periods in 98. An average of 81 inmates 
have been employed in chair-seating during the year, and 
an average of 25 on the farm during the summer. 

Improvements authorized by the last Legislature, extend- 
ing the prison department, erecting a workshop, increasing 
the administrative accommodations of the Asylum for Insane 
Criminals, and adding to the heating and lighting facilities, 
are near completion ; and the Trustees recommend farther 
improvements in the building of a new infirmary, the con- 
struction of additional cells for sentenced criminals, and 
the erection of a new cow barn and piggery. 

As regards the recommendation of the Superintendent, 
endorsed by the Trustees, that a law be, passed providing 
that all commitments for offences to the State Farm be by 
indeterminate sentence, with authority vested in the Trustees 
to issue permits to be at liberty any time before the com- 
pletion of the sentence, it appears to the Board that such 
legislation is inadvisable and entirely unnecessary, — all that 
it is intended to accomplish by the proposed law being 
now attained under the Statutes, which give the State 
Board the authority to release a convict at any time previous 
to the expiration of his sentence, upon satisfactory evidence 
of his reformation. 

It may be questioned whether, in this admirably ordered 
Institution, some regular instruction might not be provided 
to fill the '' loafing time" alluded to by the Superintendent 
in his Report. 
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The Worcester Lunatic Hospital. 

(Opened, 1833.) 

Trustees: Sarah E. Whitin, of Whitinsville, Chairman; 
Henry S. Nourse, of Lancaster, Secretary; Frances M. 
Lincoln, of Worcester; A. George Bullock, of Worcester; 
Thomas H. Gage, M.D., of Worcester; Rockwood Hoar, 
of Worcester; Francis C. Lowell, of Boston. 



HosEA M. QuiNBT, M.D., Superintendent. 

Beceipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 

Cash on hand Oct. 1, 189.% 

Receipts — 

State patients, $44,595 36 

Town patients, 98,421 91 

Private patients, 43,137 03 

Other sources, ...... 6,781 08 



136,358 51 



192,935 38 



$229,293 89 



Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, . 
Provisions and supplies, 
Clothing, .... 
Fuel and lights, 
Medicine and medical supplies, 
Furnishings, .... 
Ordinary repairs and construction, 
Extraordinary repairs and construction 
Other expenses. 



Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 



f67,320 84 
53,572 21 

9,695 74 
13,972 06 

1,059 73 

6,239 28 
12,169 23 

9,854 14 
15,664 03 



f 179,547 26 
49,746 63 

$229,293 89 



Total resources. 
Total liabilities, 



$92,170 35 
15,876 79 



Balance in favor of Hospital, . . . . 
Average weekly cost per capita, $3.27. 



$76,293 56 
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Numbers. 





1 


1 


1 


a 

1 


1 


M 


I 

1- 


i 

5 


1 


Nnmber October 1, 1895, . 


455 


506 


209 


545 


147 


952 


- 


9 


961 


Admitted dnriog year, . 


281 


295 


513 


9 


54 


570 


- 


6 


576 


Discharged during year, . 


859 


317 


282 


885 


59 


663 


1 


12 


676 


NTimber September SO, 1896, . 

1 


377 


484 


284 


473 


154 


858 


- 


3 


861 



Olauification of discharges: Recoveries of 
transfer, 240; Other removals, 222; Total, 676. 



insane, 107; Deaths, 107; Discharged by 



The average number for the year was 956, — the largest 
in the history of the Institution. In addition to the 107 
discharged as recovered, 82 were discharged as much im- 
proved, and &1 as improved. Of the recoveries, 40 had 
alcoholic insanity, 25 acute mania, 11 recurrent mania, and 

12 acute melancholia ; 48 of them had been insane less than 
one month before admission, 22 less' thati thfee months, and 
7 less than six months. The whole duration of insanity in 
62 per cent, of those who recovered did not exceed one 
year. Of the 107 who died, 14 died of general paralysis, 

13 of phthisis, and 11 of senile dementia. Among the 
probable causes of insanity in persons admitted during the 
year, intemperance is assigned in 109 cases, heredity in 37, 
senility in 33, epilepsy in 32, ill health in 10, worry 'in 12. 

The scope of the medical work at this well-managed In- 
stitution has recently been enlarged by the appointment of a 
corps of four internes, — young college and medical school 
graduates, desiring to perfect themselves in nervous and 
mental diseases. They were selected from a considerable 
number of candidates, after a thorough examination. They 
will be required to compile and record an exhaustive his- 
tory of each case on admission, to accompany the assistant 
on his medical rounds, take notes of all the cases, make 
urinary analyses and bacteriological tests, and assist at autop- 
sies. They will have the benefit of all the lectures given to 
the assistant physicians, and together with them will form a 
training-school under the direction of Dr. Meyer, the pathol- 
ogist and specialist in nervous diseases, appointed last year. 
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Five rooms in the basement have been set apart for the pur- 
pose of this school, being occupied for library, micro- 
scopic, chemical, photographic and other purposes. The 
entire supervision of the purely medical and laboratory work 
is now in the hands of Dr. Meyer. The appointment of 
these internes will greatly relieve the assistant physicians 
from routine work, and will enable them to devote them- 
selves more thoroughly to special cases. In this matter this 
Hospital is in advance"^ of all the rest. 

No action has yet been taken here toward the establish- 
ment of a training-school for nurses, the authorities holding 
that the beginnings of pathological work and the establish- 
ment of a training school for assistant physicians, were of 
prior importance. The opening of a nurses' school should 
not be longer delayed. 

The new farm-house has now been used and occupied by 
all the patients willing and able to work on the farm for 
nearly a year, and has proved a Isuccess. Notwithstanding 
the absence of locked doors, grated windows, and other 
safeguards, the patients have been kept in order with- 
out difficulty. They are happier in their new quarters, and 
the good effect of their separation from the rest of the in- 
mates is unquestionable. 

The Trustees in their Annual Report state the need of two 
new buildings for hospital or infirmary wards, one for men 
and one for women, and suggest an early appropriation by 
the Legislature for that purpose. They also ask for an 
appropriation to erect a new building for kitchen uses and 
apartments for outside help. The estimated expense of all 
these improvements is $160,000. 

The Taunton Lunatic Hospital. 

(Opened, 1864.) 

Timstees: Henry R, Stedman, M.D., of Boston, Chair- 
man and Secretary; Ruth S. Murray of New Bedford; 
Susan E. Learoyd, of Wakefield; Oakes A. Ames, of North 
Easton ; William C. Lovering, of Taunton ; Milton Reed, 
of Fall River; Gerard C. Tobey, of Wareham. 
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John P. Brown, M.D., Superintendent. 

Beceipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 

Cash on Land October 1, 1895, |1,726 45 

Receipts — 
State patients, . . , . 
Town, patients, ..... 

Private patients, 

Other sources, 



127,834 05 

100,087 56 

20,501 75 

4,199 44 



152,622 80 
1154,349 25 



Cr. 



Salaries, wages and labor, . 
Provisions and supplies. 
Clothing, .... 
Fuel and lights, 
Medicine and medical supplies, 
Furnishings, .... 
Ordinary repairs and construction 
Other expenses, 



Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 



t48,955 99 

41,971 11 

7,491 22 

13,362 42 

2,271 51 

7,073 34 

9,052 65 

12,132 30 



tl42,310 54 
12,038 71 

1 154,349 25 



Total resources, f 46,970 68 

Total liabilities 19,570 43 



Balance in favor of Hospital, .... 
Average weekly cost per capita, $3.34. 



$27,400 15 



Numbers. 





i 


00 


1 


d 


1 


1 


g 




H 


Number October 1, 1805, . 


416 


480 


176 


579 


91 


840 


- 


6 


846 


Admitted during year, . 


222 


,210 


834 


70 


28 


423 


1 


8 


432 


Discharged during year, . 


252 


227 


166 


273 


40 


472 


1 


6 


479 


Number September 30, 1896, . 


386 


413 


150 


564 


85 


791 


- 


8 


799 



Classification of discharges : Recoveries of insane, 65; Deaths, 111; Discharged by trans- 
fer, 148; Other removals, 155; Total, 479. 
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The largest number in the hospital at any one time was 
890, the smallest number was 725, and the daily average 
was 819. In addition to the 65 patients discharged as re- 
covered, 45 were discharged as much improved, and 47 as 
improved. Of the 65 recoveries, 12 had acute mania, and 
17 acute melancholia; 28 of them had been insane less than 
one month before their commitment, 9 less than three 
months, 9 less than six months, and 2 less than twelve 
months. The whole duration of insanity in 67 ^^^ per cent, 
of those who recovered did not exceed one year. Among 
the deaths, 16 were from phthisis, and 15 from paresis. 
Among the probable causes of insanity of the patients ad- 
mitted, intemperance is assigned in 52 cases, senility in 29, 
heredity in 26, and epilepsy in 17. 

Twenty-one autopsies were made, with satisfactory re- 
sults in a number of cases. An unusually large number 
of patients have been employed, and some new industries 
have been developed. Th6 women not able to go to the 
sewing room have been employed in the wards, and alto- 
gether a vast amount of work has been done, with great 
benefit to the patients. A good beginning has been made of 
a training-school for nurses, and all the attendants are re- 
quired to take the first year's course in it. Two rooms in 
the basement of the Institution have been fitted up for 
autopsies and other pathological investigations, and the 
authorities are now looking for a competent specialist to 
undertake the same kind of work as that already instituted 
in the Worcester Lunatic Hospital. 

A number of repairs and improvements have been made 
^during the year, and the industrial building, containing four 
work-shops, and room for *employ63, has been completed. 
The renovation and enlargement of the Chapel is nearly 
finished. 

One ward of the Institution is practically given over to 
the care of recent cases, and the Trustees express the 
opinion that a new building for the exclusive care and treat- 
ment of such cases should be erected. A new gate-house, 
outside painting, and new bay-windows for the sake of giv- 
ing more light and air in the oldest wards, are also among 
the needs of the Hospital, as declared by the Trustees. 
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The Northampton Lunatic Hospital. 

(Opeoed, 1868.) 

Trustees: Adams C. Deane, M.D., of Greenfield, Chair- 
man; Sarah M. Butler, of Northampton, Secretary; Sarah 
A. Woodworth, of Chicopee; William D. Maclnnes, of 
Pittsfield; Lyman D. James, of Williamsburg; Elisha 
Morgan, of Springfield ; Alvan Barrus, of Goshen. 

Edward B. Nims, M.D., Superintendent. 
Beceipts and Expenses. 

Dr. 

Cash on hand October 1, 1895, $508 78 

Receipts — 

State patients, $14,058 25 

Town patients 68,303 38 

Private patients, 18,767 70 

Other sources, 6,815 79 



107,945 12 



1108,453 90 



Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, .... |38,520 17 
Provisions and supplies, .... 26,008 35 

Clothing, 4,679 84 

Fuel and lights 7,771 86 

Medicine and medical supplies, . . . 1,297 15 

Furnishings, 3,801 73 

Ordinary repairs and construction, . . 2,163 05 

Extraordinary repairs and construction, . 13,837 65 

Other expenses, 8,526 05 

$106,605 85 

Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 1,848 05 

$108,453 90 



Total resources, $28,328 98 

Total liabilities, 16,528 11 

Balance in favor of Hospital, $11,800 87 

Average weekly cost per capita, $3.16. 
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Nwmhers. 





1 


& 


1 


1 


1 


H 


Number October 1, 1805, 


275 


271 


77 


896 


78 


646 


Admitted daring year 


114 


95 


66 


117 


26 


209 


Discharged daring year, • 


97 


99 


61 


125 


20 


196 


Namber September 30, 1896, . 


292 


267 


76 


405 


79 


659 



Classification of discharges : Recoveriesof insane, 86; Deaths, 46; Discharges by trans- 
fer, 86; Other removals, 78; Total, 196. 

The daily average number of patients was 560, — the 
largest for any year since the establishment of the Institution. 
The largest number present at any one time was 583 ; the 
smallest 544. In addition to the 36 discharged as recovered, 
14 were discharged as much improved, and 39 as improved. 
Of the recoveries, 12 had toxic insanity, 8 acute melancholia, 
and 13 acute mania ; 18 of them had been insane less than 
one month before admission, 9 less than three months, and 
4 less than six months. In 88 per cent, of the recoveries 
the whole duration of insanity did not exceed one year. 
Among the deaths, 2 were from paresis, 2 from heart disease, 
11 from phthisis, and 2 from apoplexy. Among the admis- 
sions, intemperance is assigned as the probable cause of 
insanity in 39 cases, and heredity in 25. 

For some years past a record of the weight of patients at 
the time of admission and discharge has been kept in this 
hospital. This record covers 425 cases which have left the 
institution. Of these, 167 were discharged as recovered; 
142 of them gained in weight while in the hospital, 16 
remained stationary, and 9 lost. The average gain of the 
167 was about 11 J pounds ; the average period of their resi- 
dence was about 5 months. The largest gain recorded was 
56 pounds. 

The improvements in progress here during the last five 
years are nearly completed. The wards are now cheerful 
and convenient, and the light and ventilation of the hos- 
pital are second to none in the State. The abundant farm 
products give the patients excellent nourishment, and all are 
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well cared for, so far as outward attendance and nursing are 
concerned. It is to be regretted, however, that a training 
school for nurses has not been established, and that there is 
no movement in the direction of the pathological work 
already begun in other institutions, and no indication of any. 

The Worcester Insane Asylum. 

(Opened, 1877.) 

Trustees: Trustees of Worcester Lunatic Hospital. 
Ernest V. Soribner, M.D., Superintendent. 
Beceipts and Expenses, 
Dr. 
Cash on hand Sept. 1, 1895, ... 
Receipts — 

State patients, 

Town patients, 

. Other sources, 



(11,662 46 



120,003 49 

54,476 06 

735 62 



75,215 17 
♦86,877 63 



Cr. 
Salaries, wages and labor, . 
Provisions and supplies. 
Clothing and material, , 
Fuel and lights. 
Medicine and medical supplies, 
Furnishings, .... 
,0r» Unary repairs and construction. 
Extraordinary repairs and construction, 
Other expenses, 



Cash on hand Sept. 30, 1896, . 



Total resources, ..... (26,178 38 
Total liabilities, 6,055 23 



$23,124 14 




18,903 58 




3,167 05 




5,049 58 




375 23 




4,972 59 




8,887 42 




10,000 00 




4,039 71 






(78,519 30 




• • • 


8,358 33 



(86,877 63 



Balance in favor of Asylum, (20,123 15 

Average weekly cost per capita, $3.06. 
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Numbers. 







S 










' 1 


1 


1 


a 


H 


Namber October 1, 1895, 


226 


222 


121 


326 


447 


Admitted daring year, 


- 


20 


6 


14 


20 


Discharged during year, . . . 


18 


24 


12 


SO 


42 


Namber September SO, 1896 


20T 


218 


114 


811 


425 



Classification of discharges : Deaths, 35; Removals, 7; Total, 42. 

One patient was discharged as recovered, and 4 as im- 
proved. The 20 patients admitted were women transferred 
from Westborough Insane Hospital. Among the causes 
of disease in these 20, heredity is assigned in 3 cases, in- 
temperance in 2, and epilepsy in 3. Among the 35 
patients who died, 19 died from phthisis, one from heart 
disease, 2 from Bright's disease, and 3 from epilepsy. 

The recent addition to the women's ward, giving in- 
creased accommodations as well as improved bathing facili- 
ties, has greatly improved the general condition of the 
Institution. In spite of the fact that the patients sent here 
from other institutions for the insane are never among the 
most efficient workers of the class of chronic insane, the 
greater portion of them h^ve been profitably employed. 
Although in the heart of a great city, patients move freely 
about the grounds, and receive all possible care and 
attention. 

The Danvers Lunatic Hospital. 

(Opened, 1878.) 

Trustees : Sennxiel W. Hopkinson, of Bradford, Chair- 
man; Solon Bancroft, of Reading, Seai^etary; Zenas E. 
Stone, of Lowell ; Harriet R. Lee, of Salem ; William B. 
Sullivan, of Danvers; Orville F. Rogers, M.D., of Boston ; 
Florence Lyman, of Boston. 
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Charles W. Page, M.D., Superintendent. 

Receipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 

Cash on hand October 1, 1895, $30,209 65 

Receipts — 



State patients, 
Town patients, 
Pinvate patients, 
Other sources. 



Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor. 

Provisions and supplies. 

Clothing, 

Fuel and lights, 

Medicines and medical supplies. 

Furnishings, .... 

Ordinary repairs and construction. 

Extraordinary repairs and construction. 

Other expenses, ..... 



Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 



128,048 21 

114,013 38 

83,570 42 

4,732 93 



180,359 94 
1210.569 59 



170,648 73 

47,283 92 

8,428 46 

7,217 09 

1,190 44 

4,742 12 

11,282 02 

20,297 63 

16.799 97 



»187,890 88 
22.679 21 

$210,569 59 



Total resources. 
Total liabilities. 



♦60.557 42 
18,751 56 



Balance in favor of Hospital, .... 
Average weekly cost per capita, $3.53. 



t41,805 86 







Numbers 


• 














1 


i 

s 


1 


i 


1 


i 
i 


1 


i 

5^ 


i 


Namber October 1. 1895. . 


478 


470 


177 


659 


112 


941 


6 


1 


948 


Admitted during year. . 


209 


220 


857 


35 


37 


427 


2 


- 


429 


Dlacharged daring year, . 


295 


226 


196 


284 


40 


517 


2 


1 


520 


Number September 30. 1896, . 


892 


465 


180 


568 


109 


851 


6 


- 


857 



ClaRslficatlon of discharges : Recoveries of Insane. 59; Deaths. 102; Discharged by trans- 
fer. 195; Other removals. 164; Total. 520. 
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The daily average of patients under treatment was 914. 
In addition to the 59 dischiarged as recovered, 59 were dis- 
charged as much improved, and 55 as improved. Of the 59 
recoveries, 11 had acute mania, 16 acute melancholia, and 
8 acute confusional insanity ; 35 of them had been insane 
less than one month before admission, 45 less than three 
months, 50 less than six months, and 54 less than twelve 
months. The whole duration of insanity in 83 per cent, of 
those who recovered did not exceed one year. Among the 
deaths, 26 were from general paralysis, 17 from old age, 
5 from phthisis, and 3 from epilepsy. Among the admis- 
sions, intemperance is noted as the probable cause of disease 
in 52 cases, heredity in 46, old age in 25, and epilepsy in 19. 

During the year quite important changes have been made 
in this Institution, the most noteworthy being the building 
of a new congregate dining-room, with long corridors con- 
necting it with the main building ; new rooms for pathological 
research and study ; and the improvement of many of the 
wards by the re-laying of floors, painting, decorating, etc. 
All this work has been paid for from the earnings of the 
Hospital. The corps of assistants and nurses is very eflScient, 
giving the patients under their care good treatment and kind 
attention. Good work has been done by the training-school 
for nurses, now in the eighth year of its existence. There 
were four graduates last year and seventeen are in the present 
senior class. All attendants engaged in ward work are re- 
quired to purchase and study books on nursing, and attend 
the regular class work and lectures for at least one year, 
even if they do not become pupils in the training-school. 
Two married women, graduates of the training-school, have 
been transferred to the male wing, where they assist their 
husbands in the care of the patients, with beneficial results. 
Dr. Worcester, the pathologist, has not been able to enter 
upon elaborate research in his department, but has done a 
good deal of scientific and practical work, making thirty- 
six post-mortem examinations and other examinations and 
analyses, and preparing and publishing certain reports of 
special cases. 

The matter of non-restraint in this Hospital is carried to 
an extent far beyond that of any other State institution. 
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The Trustees urge the early erection of a separate building 
for the treatment of acute cases, and will ask for an appropri- 
ation for this purpose. 



The Westborough Insane Hospital. 

(Opened, 1886.) 

Trustees: Charles R. Codman, of Barnstable, Chairman; 
Emily Talbot, of Boston ; George B. Richmond, of New 
Bedford ; Eliza C. Durfee, of Fall River ; Benjamin W. 
Childs, of Worcester ; Alden Speare, of Newton ; John M. 
Merriam, of Framingham. 

George S. Adams, M.D., Superintendent » 

Receipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 

Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1895, |U,101 83 

Receipts — 

State patients, f 24,443 43 

Town patients, 67,810 01 

Private patients, 32,658 43 

Other sources, 245 68 

115,057 45 



Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, . 
Provisions and supplies, 
Clothing, .... 
Fuel and lights. 
Medicine and medical supplies. 
Furnishings, .... 
Ordinary repairs and construction, 
Extraordinary repairs and construction 
Other expenses. 



Cash on hand Sept. 30, 1896, 



Total resources. 
Total liabilities. 



$129,159 28 



»51,831 19 
83,789 43 
2,785 45 
9,788 81 
895 34 
5,265 85 
4,278 87 
3,382 28 
9,462 58 



$121,469 80 
7,689 48 



$129,169 28 



$30,995 26 
9,983 67 



Balance in favor of Hospital, .... 
Average weekly cost per capita, $3.^94. 



$21,011 69 
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Numbers. 





1 


1 


1 




1 


1 


1 




1 


Namber October 1, 1895, . 


209 


358 


125 


341? 


100 


561 


4 


2 


567 


Admitted during year, . 


116 


160 


204 


27 


45 


256 


11 


9 


276 


Discharged during year, . 


116 


179 


233 


18 


44 


279 


9 


7 


295 


Number September 30, 1896, . 


209 


339 


96 


361 


101 


538 


6 


4 


548 



Classification of discharges : Recoveries of insane, 51 ; Deaths, 44; Discharged by trans- 
fer, 101; Other removals, 99; Total, 295. 

Besides the 51 patients discharged as recovered, 50 were 
discharged as much improved, and 27 as improved. Of the 
recoveries, 16 had acute melancholia, and 18 acute mania ; 
16 of them had been insane less than one month before 
admission, 19 less than three months, and 5 less than six 
months. The whole duration of insanity in 80 per cent, of 
those who recovered did not exceed one year. Among the 
deaths, 8 were from general paralysis, and 14 from senile 
dementia. Among the admissions, intemperance is assigned 
as the cause of disease in 25 cases, senility in 9, ill health in 
30, and epilepsy in 9. 

With regard to the claim of the Trustees that there is a 
much larger percentage of recoveries here than at the other 
hospitals, the Board stated, in its last Annual Report, that 
" it must be remembered that the use of the word recovered 
depends entirely upon the point of view, and in some 
instances where the authorities at Westborough discharge 
a patient as recovered, other hospitals may discharge him as 
« much improved ', or 'improved'. It should be noted be- 
sides that the percentage of recoveries here is based upon 
the number of alleged curable cases, instead of the number 
of admissions, which is the case at the other hospitals, and 
also that the method of diagnosis followed is apparently dif- 
ferent from that employed at the other hospitals." The 
Trustees having recently questioned the correctness of this 
statement, it seems proper to repeat and emphasize it here. 
It is a simple matter of record that Westborough Insane 
Hospital has been accustomed to base its percentage of cures 
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upon alleged curable cases, and in no other way, while other 
hospitals base their percentage of cures upon either admis- 
sions or discharges, and in no other way. Thus the Super- 
intendent of Worcester Lunatic Hospital, in his Report for 
the year ending September 30, 1895, says : " the percentage 
of recoveries calculated upon the average number of dis- 
charges and deaths was 18.31 ; calculated on the number of 
admissions it was 21.28." The Superintendent of Taunton 
Lunatic Hospital, in his Report for the same year, says : 
<'the percentage of recoveries calculated upon the admis- 
sions was 19.7, and calculated upon the discharges, including 
the deaths, was 23." The Superintendent of Northampton 
Lunatic Hospital, in his Report for the same year, says : 
*'the percentage of recoveries on the number admitted was 
13.9 ; on the whole number who left the Hospital, 23.89." 
Now, the latter method of obtaining the percentage is cer- 
tain and upon a definite basis ; the former is uncertain and 
unreliable. The number of admissions to an institution is a 
fixed quantity, while the number of curable cases depends en- 
tirely upon the point of view. The other hospitals do not 
state the number of cases they consider curable, but West- 
borough not only declares the number of inmates admitted 
to its own institution diagnosed by its Superintendent as 
curable, but assumes to make a similar diagnosis for the 
other institutions, reaching its conclusion by classifying as 
curable all cases appearing in the annual reports of the insti- 
tutions as cases of acute mania, acute melancholia, puerperal 
insanity, and confusional insanity ; and all others as incura- 
hie; — it being certainly questionable whether a consensus 
of alienists would lead to a like conclusion. 

The difl'erence in the method of diagnosis followed by this 
Institution and by some of the others is well illustrated by 
the following table, showing the ratio of acute cases to the 
whole number of admissions for the year ending September 
30, 1894. 
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Worcester 
Lanatic 
Hospital. 



TauDton 
LtiDatlo 
Hospital. 



WestboroQgh 

Insane 

Hospital. 



Admissions, 
Acute cases, 
Percentages, 



681 
189 
32.5 



370 
135 
36.4 



804 
62 
20.3 



The difference in diagnosis is at once apparent. The 
number claimed by Westborough Hospital as acute being 
only 20.3 per cent., while that of Worcester is 12.2 greater 
and that of Taunton 16.1 per cent, greater, it follows that 
the percentage of recoveries must be very much larger at 
Westborough than at either of the other two institutions, — 
all three hospitals receiving practically the same class of 
cases. The difficulty and misunderstanding would be at 
once removed were the Westborough authorities to place 
their percentage of recoveries upon the same basis as that of 
the other hospitals. And if it seems desirable to make com- 
parisons, the method adopted in the following table, — in 
which are considered, not all the recoveries within each official 
year, but the recoveries only of patients admitted within that 
year, during a period of three years, — would lead to fair 
results. 





Number of PatienU 


Recoveries of Patients 


Percentage 




admitted within the 


admitted within the 


of 




past three years. 


past three years. 


recoveries. 


Northampton Hospital, 


580 


75 


12.9 


Westborough Hospital, . 


785 


97 


12.8 


Worcester Hospital, 


1,646 


167 


]0.1 


Taunton Hospital, . 


1,186 


120 


10.1 


Danvers Hospital, . 


1,125 


111 


9.8 



The Board has been glad to observe an improvement in 
this Institution from time to time during the year. The 
wards have been greatly relieved by the removal of disturbed 
patients to Medfield ; more attention has been paid to the 
patients' personal appearance, and the condition of the wards ; 
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the nurses are more attentive, neater, and more diligent ; 
the patients are under better control, and a greater variety of 
work and amusement has been provided for them ; and on 
the whole, there is decided progress in matters of general 
order and good management. 

The Trustees, in common with the Trustees of other State 
institutions for the insane, recommend the erection of a de- 
tached building for the treatment of acute cases. 

The'Medfield Insane Asylum. 

(Opened, 1896.) 

Timstees: John G. Park, M.D., of Groton, Chairman; 
Elizabeth Thurber, of Plymouth, Secretary; Ira G. Hersey, 
of Hingham ; William O. Blaney, of Boston ; Edwin V. 
Mitchell, of Medfield ; Benjamin S. Atwood, of Whitman ; 
Elizabeth G. Rice, of Brookline. 

Edward French, M.D., Superintendent. 

Dr. 
Receipts — 

State patients, tl.*^26 00 

Town patients, 5,352 67 

State maintenance appropriation, . . . 31,652 60 

Other sources, 1,009 41 

I 139,540 68 

Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, .... 1 12,213 73 
Provisions and supplies, .... 11,675 11 

Clothing and material, 3,280 38 

Fuel and lights 2,390 77 

Medicine and medical supplies, . . , 109 58 

Ordinary repairs and construction, . . 8 55 

Other expenses, 5,391 59 

$35,069 71 

Cash on hand Sept. 30, 1896, 4,470 97 

939,540 68 

Total resources, ..... $44,086 66 
Total liabilities, 14,114 09 

Balance in favor of Asylum, $29,972 47 

Average weekly cost per capita, $3.21. 
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Numbers. 



Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year, 
Number September 30, 1896, 





OB 














■a 


•3 


1 


a 

o 


s 


^ 


OQ 


Eh 


298 


302 


138 


462 


26 


11 


. 7 


30 


272 


291 


131 


432 



600 
37 



Classification of discharges : Deaths, 24; Removals, 13; Total, 87. 

When completed, this Institution will have thirty-seven 
buildings, situated on the slope of a hill in the town of 
Medfield, with 426 acres of land bordering on the Charles 
River. Eighteen of these buildings are designed for pa- 
tie^nts, — the upper stories for sleeping purposes and the 
lower for sitting and workrooms. Most of them will accom- 
modate about fifty patients each, but two are capable of 
holding one hundred each. Some of them are provided 
with dining-rooms, but all patients who are able will use 
the general dining-rooms in the centre of the quadrangle, 
each dining-room being capable of seating about five hundred 
persons. 

The Hospital was opened May 1, 1896, by^ proclamation 
of the Governor, and on that day the Board made a transfer 
to it of 120 patients, — 60 women and 60 men, from Taunton 
Lunatic Hospital. May 12, 29 women were received from 
Northampton Lunatic Hospital ; May 27, 30 women and 20 
men from Westborough Insane Hospital; June 4, 110 men 
and 64 women from Worcester Lunatic Hospital ; June 6, 
24 women, and June 11, 20 women and one man from 
Boston Insane Hospital, Austin Farm ; June 23, 71 women 
and 106 men from Danvers Lunatic Hospital ; making, with 
five other patients received from diflFerent hospitals at dif- 
ferent times a total of 600, 302 women and 298 men. 

Twelve buildings out of the eighteen are now occupied, 
and it is expected that the remaining six will be completed 
within a few months, when the establishment will easily 
accommodate one thousand patients, and with a little crowd- 
ing, twelve hundred. 
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The aflfairs of the Hospital are now running very smoothly. 
The female patients have been largely employed in the 
mending-room, laundry," kitchen, and in sewing and knitting 
in the wards ; the men in the dining-rooms, the laundry 
and kitchen, and on the farm. For some time to come 
there will be work enough on the grounds for all the male 
patients fit for labor. Nearly two hundred of the patients 
take their meals in the dormitories, the rest in the general 
dining-rooms. 

This Institution has already cost more than twice as much 
as was contemplated at the outset, and in spite of the 
enormous amount of money already spent upon it, certain 
faults in construction have already appeared. The most 
serious problem is the inadequacy of the water supply ; the 
driven wells have proved a failure, and all the water required 
for drinking purposes is now hauled in barrels. 

The Board wholly disapproves of the recommendation of 
the Trustees that the laws establishing the Asylum be so 
amended as to provide for the admission of acute cases, thus 
placing the Asylum upon the same basis as the State 
Hospitals. On no account should there be any departure 
from the intention of the Act of 1892, and the purpose of 
all succeeding legislation in regard to the matter, in making 
the Asylum rfn institution for the care and treatment of the 
chronic insane. 



The Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and 
Inebriates, — Foxborough. 

(Opened, 1S93.) 

Trustees: Edward Cowles, M.D., of Belmont, Chairman; 
Anna Phillips Williams, of Boston ; Robert H. Richards, of 
Boston; Benjamin H. Hartwell, M.D., of Ayer; J. G. 
Pinkham, M.D., of Lynn. 
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Marcello Hutchinson, M.D., Superintendent 

Receipts and ExpeTises, 

Dr. 

Cash on hand October 1, 1895, $6,818 06 

Receipts — 
State appropriation for current expenses, . $20,000 00 

State patients, 12,187 24 

Town patients, 11,708 94 

Private patients, 2,036 92 

Other sources, ♦4,984 10 

50,917 20 

Total, $57,7.35 26 

Cr. 

Salaries, wages and labor, .... $19,622 54 
Provisions and supplies, .... 11,233 80 

Clothing, 2,100 34 

Fuel and lights, 4,524 00 

Medicine and medical supplies, . . . 398 46 

Ordinaiy repairs and construction, . . 1,164 25 

Other expenses, 1 13,536 37 

$52,579 76 

Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 5,155 50 

Total, . . . $57,735 26 

Resources : 

Cash on hand, $5,155 50 

Bills receivable, 5,873 84 

$11,029 34 

Numbers. 



Bemaining in hospital October 1, 1895, 
Admitted daring year, . . . . 
Final discharges daring year, 
Leaves of absence daring year, . 

Elopements during year 

Remaining in hospital September 30, 1896, 



I 

CD 



70 
239 

50 
179 

84 

76 



51 
21 
93 

47 
62 
48 






11 
11 
10 
8 
12 



5 

o 
H 

129 
271 
164 
236 
154 
135 



* The receipts include $4,382.70 from sale of brooms. 

t The expenditares include $4,784.55 on account of broom shop. 
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The number of patients admitted during the year, 271, 
was 59 more than during the preceding year, and the daily 
average, 145, was an increase of more than 20 over th^ 
preceding year. The weekly average cost of support per 
patient has been steadily reduced from $11.18 four years 
ago to $8.41 three years ago, $7.00 two years ago, and 
$6.32 last year. The patients have been employed in the 
dining-rooms, kitchen, laundry, boiler-house, in the care of 
the barn and stock, in the vegetable gardens, in general 
farm work, and in repairs on the buildings. In the broom 
shop an average of 60 men have been occupied daily, mak- 
ing about 1,200 brooms per week. This industry is self- 
supporting. Under the direction of a competent teacher of 
physical training, who gives his whole time to the work 
during five days of each week, the use of exercise and baths, 
as therapeutic agents, has been steadily pursued during the 
year, nearly all the patients attending the class each day ; 
and the benefit following this practice has been decided and 
unquestionable. There is a good hospital library, one of 
the patients taking an active part in its management. 

Changes in the Board of Trustees in the Institution, 
notably in the recent appointment of three experienced 
physicians, one of whom is Superintendent of the McLean 
Asylum, are already resulting in a change of methods and 
a new spirit in the direction of the aflfairs of the Hospital. 
The failures of past years and the urgent needs of the In- 
stitution are more fully recognized than ever before, and 
a determination is evident on the part of the Trustees to 
remedy, so far as possible under existing conditions, the 
defects which have stood in the way of the success of this 
experiment in the care, treatment, and cure of inebriates, 
and to seek for necessary legislation where the present laws 
have proved inadequate. Foremost among the requirements 
of the Institution are declared to be a new building for 
chapel, gymnasium, library and reading-room ; and a custo- 
dial building to be divided into small wards, possibly with 
an enclosed garden, with accommodations for 25 or 30 in- 
mates, where a certain class of excited and uneasy patients 
can be kept under closer supervision than has hitherto been 
possible, to remain there until in condition to be put on 
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parole. The Trustees will also ask for legislation giving 
them authority to discharge persons, who, upon examina- 
tion and trial, are found to have been improperly committed 
by the courts, — that is, people who are either simply com- 
mon drunkards, or are of bad character apart from their 
habits of inebriety. The Board is heartily in sympathy 
with this request, and with all movements in the direction 
of a more eflFectual accomplishment of the 'real purpose of 
the establishment of the Hospital. 



The Massachusetts School for the Feeble-minded, — 

Waltham. 

Trustees appointed by the Governor: Elizabeth E. Cool- 
idge, of Boston; John S. Damrell, of Boston; Frank G. 
Wheatly, of Abington ; William W. Swan, of Brookline, 
Secretary; Erskine Warden, Waltham; Francis Barnes, 
M.D., of Cambridge. 

Trustees appointed by the Corporation : Samuel Eliot, of 
Boston, President; Eliot C. Clarke, of Boston; John Cum- 
mings of Woburn ; Samuel Hoar, of Concord ; Chas. F. 
Wyman, of Cambridge; George G. Tarbell, M.D., of 
Boston. 

Walter E. Fernald, M.D., Superintendent 

Receipts and Expenses, 

Dr. 

Cash on hand October 1, 1895, $3,676 68 

Receipts — 
State annual appropriation, .... $25,000 00 
State, for board of unsettled custodial cases, 6,920 62 
Towns, for board of custodial cases, . . 26,039 85 
Individuals, for board and clothing of pri- 
vate pupils, 4,609 84 

For pupils by other States, . . . . 7,301 23 

Sale of stock and junk, 159 17 

Income of funds, 2,757 71 

72,787 92 

$76,464 60 
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Cr. 

Salaries and wages, $80,787 41 

Provisions and supplies, .... 15,567 76 

Clothing, 3,460 66 

Fuel and lights, 5,078 18 

Medicines, nurses, and extra medical attend- 
ance, 1,594 00 

Furnishings, . 1,195 28 

Repairs and improvements, .... 7,385 44 

All other ordinary expenses, . . . 5,693 25 

$70,761 98 

Interest paid on borrowed money, 950 00 

Loans repaid, 3,207 91 

Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 1,544 71 



$76,464 60 



Average weekly cost per capita, $3.25 
Present value of permanent fund, $62,206.91 



Numbers. 



Nnmber October 1, 1896, . 
Admitted daring year. 
Discharged during year, . 
Number September 30, 1806, 



247 



17 
262 



176 
18 
21 

178 



423 
40 



224 
31 
24 

288 



199 



14 
192 



423 
40 



426 



This Institution continues to maintain its high standard in 
every respect. Much farm work, grading, filling and other 
labor, has been performed by the inmates. The new build- 
ing for boys is progressing rapidly, and will soon be ready 
for occupancy. The building to accommodate 80 women, 
authorized by the last Legislature, will be erected during the 
coming year. 

The question of another School, or a division of this, — the 
separation of the custodial from the school department, — 
should be carefully considered before the School becomes 
much larger. 
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The Hospital Cottages for Children, — 
Baldwinville. 

(Opened, 1882.) 

Tmstees appointed by the Governor : JoDathan A. Lane, 
of Boston ; Lizzie R. Fitz, of Boston ; Merrick Bemis, M.D., 
of Worcester ; David H. Coolidge, of Boston ; Arthur H. 
Lowe, of Fitohburg. 

Tf'ustees appointed by the Corporation : Frederick W. 
Russell, M.D., of Winchendon; Herbert M. Small, of 
Baldwinville ; Francis Leland, of Otter River ; Charles H. 
Hutchins, of Worcester ; Oilman Waite, of Baldwinville ; 
Sarah B. Dewey, of Worcester; Amelia F. Rawson, of 
Worcester ; Lucy W. Goddard, of Boston ; Henrietta W. 
Dexter, of Springfield ; Henry S. Lee, of Springfield ; John 
D. Carson, of Dalton; William Skinner, of Holyoke; Sarah 
R. Greeley, of Clinton ; Sarah E. Whitin, of Whitinsville ; 
John M. Russell, of Worcester; George E. Bryant, of 
Baldwinville. 

Everett Flood, M.D., Superintendent, 
Receipts and Expenses. 

Dr. 

Balance on hand September 30, 1895, $1,799 67 

Received — 

For board and care current year, . . . $13,889 97 

For board and care from previous year, . 2,753 22 

From Women's Board, 4,420 41 

From Boston Committee for free beds, . 2,650 00 

From other gifts, 8,440 19 

Dividends, 1,021 89 

Miscellaneous items, 1,512 22 



84,187 40 

$35,986 97 

Cr. 

Salaries, $10,930 87 

Provisions and supplies, .... 4,194 23 

Clothing, 115 93 

Medicine, etc., 285 83 

Amount carried forward^ . . . $15,526 86 
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Amount brought forward. 

Live stock, hay, etc., 
Repairs and improvements, . 
Fuel, lights and water, . 
Other expenses, . 
Account from previous year, 

Additions to permanent fund. 



tl5,526 86 

1,726 97 
2,685 88 
1,662 13 
1,964 91 
4,482 73 



Cash on hand September 30, 1896, 



•28,048 98 
7,500 00 

$35,548 98 
437 99 

135,986 97 



The permanent fund has increased from $23,466.39 to 
$30,966.39. 

The number of patients at the beginning of the official 
year was 105, at the end, 105. 

Admitted during year, 87 

Discharged during year, 87 

Largest number on any one day, 120 

Average daily number, 109 

The classes of patients cared for in this Institution are 
children under fourteen years of age suffering from epi- 
leptic seizures ; children suffering from other nervous 
disorders ; children with certain deformities and other afflic- 
tions of the joints ; cases needing operations or fitting 
supports ; and a few adults, in Blake Cottage, which is used 
for private cases only. So far as is known, this is the first 
institution established in the United States for the care of 
epileptic patients. Considering the means at the disposal 
of the management, the work done here is very successful. 
The buildings have been recently improved, but will never 
be wholly satisfactory owing to defects in structural ar- 
rangement. 

The McLean Hospital, Waverly. 

Edward Cowles, M.D., Superintendent 

This is a branch of the Massachusetts General Hospital, a 

corporate institution. At the beginning of the oflicial year 

it contained 136 inmates, — 61 men and 75 women ; admitted 
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during the year 121, — 56 men and 65 women; discharged 
107, — 45 men and 62 women; remaining September 30, 
1896, 151, — 72 men and 79 women; of those discharged, 
29 were discharged as recovered ; of the 151 remaining at 
the close of the official year, 146 were supported wholly or 
in part by individuals and 5 by the Hospital. 

Important additions to the fine buildings have been made 
during the year, and no eflFort is wanting on the part of the 
Trustees and the Superintendent, to maintain the Institution 
at the high standard already reached. 



The Boston Insane Hospital. 
This is a municipal institution, but, in common with all 
receptacles for the insane in the Commonwealth, is subject 
to visitation and inspection by the State Board. It is 
divided into two establishments, — one known as Boston 
Insane Hospital, Pierce Farm, and the other as Boston 
Insane Hospital, Austin Farm. 

Pierce Farm. 
William Notes, M.D., Superintendent. 

At the beginning of the official year there were 159 
inmates, — 78 men, 81 women; admitted during the year, 
91, — 39 men, 52 women; discharged during the year, 
100, — 40 men, 60 women ; remaining, September 30, 1896, 
150, — 77 men, 73 women. Of those discharged, 7 were 
discharged as recovered. 

The buildings, as far as completed, are in many respects 
unsatisfactory. They are so arranged that many corridors 
and passages are dark, and there is much unutilized space. 
The management is good. 

Austin Farm. 

Edward B. Lane, M.D., Superintendent, 

At the beginning of the official year there were 368 in- 
mates, — 158 men, 210 women ; admitted during the year, 
55, — 18 men, 37 women ; discharged during the year, 91, — 
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15 men, 76 women ; remaining September 30, 1896, 332, — 
161 men and 171 women. Of those discharged, 3 were dis- 
charged as recovered. 

This is now the receptacle for acute cases, and in many 
ways has become materially improved, especially in the 
original building, where extensive repairs have been made, 
the building now being divided into two wards. Under its 
present efficient management, the patients are comfortable 
and well cared for. 

^ The Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics. 

The Trustees report that three new brick buildings are 
now in process of erection, very nearly on the site of the 
old State Primary School, extending along the west slope of 
the hill, and at a distance of one hundred feet from each 
other. In the centre of the group is the administrative 
building, three stories in height, occupied on its first floor 
by offices, reception room, library, dispensary, and labora- 
tory ; on the second by the Trustees' room and apartments 
for the Superintendent's family ; on the third by rooms for 
the other officers. On either side of this building are hos-^ 
pital cottages for men and women, each designed to accom- 
modate one hundred persons. Each is divided into four 
wards of equal size, each ward containing a day-room, din- 
ing-room, dormitory, and four bed-rooms, besides bath, 
toilet, clothes rooms, etc. In the basement of each build- 
ing is the kitchen. The cost of these three buildings, in- 
cluding heating and lighting, is not expected to exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars. In addition to these, the old 
hospital building is being remodelled into a cottage for em- 
ployes, and the old laundry into a laundry, bakery, dynamo 
room, etc. The contracts call for the completion of the 
work on or before May 1, 1897. 

The Private Insane Asylums. 

Licenses for the establishment of two new private asy- 
lums were issued by the Governor during the year, after in- 
vestigation and report by the State Board of Lunacy and 
Charity. The private asylums in operation at the end of the 
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oflScial year, September 30, 1896, were thirteen in number 
and were nearly all in a highly satisfactory condition. They 
are as follows: — 

1. "Woodbourne," Roslindale. Henry R. Stedman, M.D., 
Superintendent. 

2. ''The Highlands," Winchendon. Frederick W. Russell, 
M.D., Superintendent. 

3. Private Asylum, Brookline. Walter Channing, M.D., Super- 
intendent. 

4. Private Asylum, Norwood. Eben C. Norton, M.D., Super- 
intendent. 

5. *' Riverview," Baldwinville. Lucius W. Baker, M.D., 
Superintendent. 

6. " Herbert Hall," Worcester. Merrick Bemis, M.D., Super- 
intendent. 

7. " Newton Nervine," West Newton. N. Emmons Paine, 
M.D., Superintendent. 

8. '*Attleboro Home Sanitarium," Attleborough. Laura V. 
G. Mackie, M.D., Superintendent. 

9. " Locust Grove Asylum," Sandwich. Alice R. Cooke, 
Superintendent; Geo. E. White, M.D., Medical Director. 

10. *' Broadview Sanitarium," Holyoke. Leo. M. Selling, 
M.D., Superintendent. 

11. Private Asylum, Newton. Edward H. Wiswall, M.D., 
Superintendent. 

12. "Cutter Retreat," Pepperell. William F. Heald, M.D., 
Superintendent . 

13. *' Dr. Ring's Sanatorium," Arlington Heights. Allan 
MottRing, M.D., Superintendent. 

Dr. Russell reports extensive repairs and alterations, in- 
cluding a large increase in the water supply, and provision 
for ample fire protection, by means of hydrants. 

Dr. Paine reports the completion of a new and thoroughly 
equipped building for ten patients, so that he now has 
accommodations for eighteen patients. 

Dr. Channing reports the repetition, last summer, of his 
experiment of the previous year in selecting a pleasant 
house in a quiet town on the sea-shore, where several 
patients were continuously cared for. They thoroughly 
enjoyed the change, and gave no trouble whatever, although 
they had almost unrestricted liberty. They had a feeling of 
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. greater responsibility there than in the comparative confine- 
ment of the institution, and amusements and occupations of 
various kinds were entered into in a less perfunctory spirit 
than at the asylum proper. On their return they were all 
found to be improved physically if not mentally. It is Dr. 
Channing's intention to receive no more male patients, so 
that his Asylum will eventually become an institution for 
women only. In his opinion, this arrangement, while pro- 
viding for better classification, will be likely to secure added 
eflScacy of treatment. 

Dr. Heald reports that he has made no special attempt to 
get new patients, and that at present his institution is 
rather an old peoples' home than a private asylum. 





2>r. Siedman, 












Sanb. 


INSANB. 


Total. 




Men. 


Women. 


Men. 


Women. 


Number October 1, 1896, 
Admitted daring year, . 
Discharged daring year, 
Namber September 80, 1896, . 


. . . 


2 

4 
5 

1 


1 
1 


6 
8 
3 


6 
5 
8 
8 


8 
16 
11 
13 



Dr. Bussell, 



Namber October 1, 1895, 
Admitted daring year, . 
DlBoharged daring year, 
Namber September 80, 1896, , 



2 


1 


7 


7 


9 


- 


7 


5 


8 


1 


6 


6 


3 


- 


8 


6 



17 
21 
21 
17 



Dr. Channing. 



Namber October 1, 1895, 
Admitted daring year, . 
Discharged daring year, 
Namber September 30, 1896, . 



10 
11 
11 
10 



11 

4 
7 
8 



27 
19 
25 
21 



Dr. Norton. 



Namber October 1, 1895, 
Admitted daring year, . 
Discharged daring year, 
Namber September 30, 1896, , 
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2>r. Baker, 



Number October 1, 1896, 
Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year, 
Number September 30, 1896, , 



Sanb. 


Insane. 


Men. 


Women. 


Men. 


Women. 


2 


8 


1 


3 


5 


20 


- 


2 


5 


19 


- 


2 


2 


9 


1 


8 



Total. 

14 
27 
26 
15 



Dr, 



Bemis. 



Number October 1, 1895, 
Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year, 
Number September 30, 1896, , 



7 

8 

4 

11 



7 
10 



11 



Dr, 



Paine. 



Number October 1, 1895, 
Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year. 
Number September 30, 1896, . 



9 
20 
19 
10 



Dr, Mackie. 



Number October 1, 1895, 
Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year. 
Number September 30, 1896, , 



Miss Cooke. 



Number October 1, 1895, . . . . 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 


Admitted during year, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Discharged during year, .... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Number September 30, 1896, .... 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 



Dr. Selling. 



Number October 1, 1895, 
Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year, 
Number September 30, 1896, . 



- 


- 


2 


1 


4 


1 


1 


3 


3 


- 


2 


2 


1 


1 


1 


2 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



84 



LUNACY AND CHARITY. 



[Jan. 



Dr. WimcUl. 





Bans. 


IH8AN1. 


Total, 




MCD. 


Women. 


Men. 


Women. 


ITamber October 1, 1895, . . . . 

Admitted durlDg year, 

Discharged during yesr, .... 
Nnmber September 30, 1806, .... 


1 

5 
4 
2 


8 
2 

1 


5 
8 
2 


6 

7 

11 

2 


7 

20 
20 

7 



Dr, Heald. 



Number at time of opening. 
Admitted daring year, 
Discharged daring year. 
Number September 80, 1896, 






Dr. 


Btng, 










Number in Sanitorium May 1, 1896, 


. 


7 


8 


- 


- 


16 


Admitted since May 1, 1896, . 


. 


6 


19 


- 


- 


24 


Discharged since May 1, 1896, 


. 


7 


16 


- 


- 


28 


Number in house September 80, 1896, 


• • 


5 


11 


- 


- 


16 



Total Private Asylums, 



Number October 1, 1895, 
Admitted during year, . 
Discharged during year. 
Number September 30, 1896, . 



19 
89 
41 
17 



86 
66 
58 
44 



16 
29 
24 
21 



53 
45 
47 
51 



124 
179 
170 
183 



The Boarded-out Insane. 

By an Act approved June 19, 1885, the State Board of 
Lunacy and Charity was authorized to place in suitable fam- 
ilies throughout the Commonwealth insane persons of the 
quiet and chronic class, and in accordance with its provi- 
sions the first patient was placed in a family in the following 
August. 

Up to the close of the year endfng September 30, 1896, 
471 cases, — 99 men and 372 women, have been placed at 
board. The average age of those thus placed was 46 years ; 
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the average time at board, 2 years, 8 months, 1 day. Dur- 
ing the eleven years, 266 transfers of patients were made 
from one family to another ; 131 of them because of disturb- 
ance of the patient, 59 to make better provision for self-sup- 
port, 19 to be cared for at home, and 57 from other causes. 
Of the entire number placed out, 329 have remained in the 
family where they were first placed, either until their dis- 
charge or their return to the hospital. Of the patients re- 
maining September 30, 1896, 2 have been out eleven years, 
6 ten years, 10 nine years, 11 eight years, 22 seven years, 
24 six years, 13 five years, 16 four years, 8 three years, 7 
two years, 4 one year, and 6 less than one year. The 
largest number at board at any one time was 175 ; the 
present number is 129. 17 elopements have occurred, — 10 
men, 7 women. There have been 39 deaths, — 12 men, 27 
women ; and 18 of those returned to hospitals on account 
of physical disability died within three months after their 
return. 

Sufficient time has now elapsed to form an estimate of the 
result of the experiment, with reference to the well-being of 
the patients, to hospital management, and to the community 
at large. 

First, with regard to the patients. An improved condition 
is to be found in typical cases placed in typical families ; 
that is to say, in chronic cases of good physical health and 
quiet and tidy habits, placed in families without young chil- 
dren, and one or both of whose heads have had hospital train- 
ing. In such a family the patient enjoys home comforts and 
pleasures and a measurable return to his former habits of life ; 
while, through the previous training which the care-takers 
have received, enough of the hospital system appears to 
help ordinary family government. In such a situation the 
flickering remnants of mental activity are stimulated by the 
presence of old and familiar habits, and the patient is hap- 
pier than in the hospital. Such combinations in families, 
however, are very rare, there being among all those who 
have patients to board but a single instance where both 
husband and wife have had hospital training. This family 
has had continuously four male patients, who are comforta- 
ble and well cared for, and the family is making money. 
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A large hill farm has been purchased by them, and, — largely 
through the aid of the patients' labor, and the revenue de- 
rived from their care and support, — has been paid for, and is 
now quite productive. These people are thrifty, good manag- 
ers, not afraid of work or the sacrifice of personal comfort, 
and yet even they are tiring of the strain which this constant 
and unremitting attendance occasions. They can never leave 
home together without first securing some reliable neighbor 
to take charge in their absence ; and as this is not always 
easy to arrange, one or the other almost invariably remains 
on the farm. 

Again, there are several families where one member has 
had hospital training, and in these cases, on the whole, the 
experiment may be regarded as fairly successful. 

In regard to those families that have had no previous ex- 
perience with insane people, it is fair to state that they 
provide excellent homes for some of the milder cases, but as 
a rule, the duty they undertake is a somewhat diflScult one. 
Only such patients can be given them as are entirely tracta- 
ble, little more than pieces of animated machinery, simply 
requiring to be comfortably clothed, housed and fed ; these ^ 
on the whole, they take good care of; and there are several 
instances of this kind where patients have remained many 
years in the same family. 

There remain other classes of families where patients have 
been placed for a time, — such as families who take patients 
simply for the sake of gain ; families where the homes are 
cheerless and unattractive, and the care-takers unsympa- 
thetic; families having young children, either as inmates 
or frequent visitors, (and it may be said here that the 
companionship of a person afflicted with insanity is 
extremely unsuitable for young and unformed minds, 
and is sometimes even attended with dangerous results) ; 
and families receiving patients who partly pay for their 
board in work. Under conditions otherwise favorable, 
some of these homes may be regarded as fairly satisfactory, 
but in many, trouble has so often arisen as to render neces- 
sary frequent changes of location. It is a significant fact 
that the demand for insane boarders invariably exceeds the 
supply, a considerable nuipber of persons in different part& 
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of the State being always ready to receive and care for 
all the patients offered them, for the small amount paid, — 
$3.25 per week being the highest rate allowable under the 
law. One applicant, for instance, stated that he had re- 
cently purchased a farm, on which there was a heavy 
mortgage, and he wished to take insane boarders in order to 
pay it oflF. Of course, this motive of personal gain, 
necessarily existing to some extent in every case of family 
care, does* not exist at all in a hospital. 

In cases, (and they are in a large majority), where patients 
are expected, if for nothing more than their own good, to 
assist in the work of the family, there is always danger that 
too much work may be imposed upon them, and the most 
careful scrutiny has to be used to guard against this abuse. 
In the case of a patient whose mind is so impaired that his 
testimony cannot be rated at its true value, or who is too 
demented to express himself clearly on the subject at all, it 
is comparatively easy for the care-taker to conceal from the 
visitor the advantage taken of the patient's condition, and 
the imposition of tasks too severe for his strength. Such 
abuse has sometimes arisen without any intention or dis- 
position to do wrong on the part of the care-taker, but 
because of insuflBcient knowledge of the patient's capacity 
for work, the criterion being that of a person in good 
mental and physical condition. Of course in an institution 
such conditions cannot obtain, for under the eyes of an ex- 
pert oflScial and the supervision of trained employ «^Sy the 
idiosyncrasies of all patients are recognized and their ability 
is rated at its true value. 

A large majority of those boarded out are women, who 
are much more tractable than men, and more inclined to try 
the experiment ; for no patients are ever placed out against 
their will, if they possess suflScient intelligence to make 
their preference known. 

It may be observed here that patients in families are 
necessarily deprived of almost all the advantages of social 
life, the amusements and entertainments, which form so 
large a feature of the ordinary hospital routine. 

During the eleven years since this system was inaugurated, 
34 patients have been discharged as self-supporting. These 
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have mostly first been allowed parole ; they are then visited 
in as quiet a manner as possible (for they often become 
quite sensitive on the question of the State's authority and 
continued visitation) ; and after they have satisfactorily 
shown their ability to support themselves, they are dis- 
charged. For these patients the system may certainly be 
said to work very well. 

While the system was intended primarily and expressly 
for the care of the chronic insane, it seems to* apply most 
happily to those who are on the road to recovery, the board- 
ing-places proving convalescent homes for them, from which 
they go out to resume their places in the world. There 
have been several cases placed out who entirely recovered in 
this way, but whose recovery would have been doubtful or 
very much delayed had they remained in the hospital. 

Among the obstacles to the entire success of the system 
may be mentioned the difficulty of securing in case of ill- 
ness the same care that can be obtained without the slightest 
delay at the hospitals. 

With regard to the effect of the system upon the hospitals 
themselves, it must be declared to be of but little, if any, 
value. The classes required both by law and necessity to 
be boarded out are those easiest to care for in the hospitals. 
The majority of such patients make no trouble, can sleep in 
dormitories without special watching, and are able not only 
to take care of themselves but to aid in the care of others. 
The number of paid employes in our hospitals is so small 
that much of the work must be done by patients, with the 
result not only of a considerable saving to the State but of 
being a wise adjunct to the treatment of the patient. Thus 
the greatest number eligible for boarding out are either quiet 
patients, doing no work, and requiring the minimum of hos- 
pital care, or else chronic cases, helpful to themselves and 
others, whose departure reduces the working force of the 
hospital. It is due the several Superintendents to say that 
they have greatly assisted in the trial of the system, and in 
many cases, have gone so far as to recommend some of their 
most efficient workers. 

A word remains to be said with regard to the effect of the 
system upon the community at large. Notwithstanding the 
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fact, already stated, that the demand for patients is always 
greater than the supply, the number of families in the State 
who really care to take such boarders is after all compara- 
tively small. They fear danger to themselves and the 
patients, and even where they do not hesitate on their own 
account, their neighbors have the moral if not the legal right 
to demand that no person shall be placed near them liable to 
injure them or their property. The influence on children is 
far from good, as already stated, and most women shrink 
from near association with persons of impaired intellects. 

The law permits none but State cases to be boarded out 
under the direct authority of the Board. In all city and 
town cases, the consent of the Overseers of the Poor inust 
first be obtained, and in most instances the town authorities 
either are inclined to disbelieve in the system, or, if they 
approve of the boarding out of patients, prefer to care for 
them in their own almshouses. This reluctance on the part 
of the Overseers of the Poor is one serious obstacle to the 
success of the system. During the year ending March 31, 
1896, 86 persons were discharged to the Overseers of the 
Poor from the different hospitals, most of whom were eligi- 
ble for boarding in families. Were small towns forbidden 
by law to make their almshouses receptacles for the insane, 
the number of those boarded out would be largely increased. 

It may be fairly concluded, then, that convalescent cases 
receive the most benefit, and that for them the system is 
best suited ; that chronic and incurable cases can be placed 
out to good advantage, under proper conditions, which are 
difficult to find ; that there are comparatively few patients 
who receive more benefit than if they remained in a hospi- 
tal ; that the happiness and comfort of a large majority of 
those now out at board have not been increased by the 
change ; that neither the hospital nor the Commonwealth is 
materially benefited ; that the community at large has cer- 
tain claims in regard to the subject that the State should not 
ignore ; that under the present laws the system can be ex- 
tended very slowly, if at all. 

The record for the past year shows thirteen less patients 
in families than were reported a year ago, and the number 
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placed out during the year, three less than the year before. 
There has been the same effort to place out patients during 
the year, and the lack of material alone has prevented the 
advance of the system. 

During the year twelve cases have been returned to insti- 
tutions for various reasons, and two women have been dis- 
charged recovered. Five cases, (one being a woman twice 
returned) , became unmanageable in private families ; four 
were returned for hospital treatment, — two at the request 
of friends ; one was discharged to the Overseers of the 
Poor; six have died, — one from epilepsy, one from ex- 
haustion from chronic mania, two from disease of heart, one 
from phthisis, and one from Bright's disease. 

The patients are distributed in towns and cities as fol- 
lows : — 

Bristol County, 13, viz. : Easton, 3 ; North Attleborough, 1 ; Norton, 3 ; 
Taunton, 6. 

Essex County, 1, viz. : Danvers, 1. 

Franklin County, 2, viz. : Ashfield, 1 ; Hawley, 1. 

Hampden County, 3, viz. : Monson, 1 ; Southwick, 1 ; Springfield, 1. 

Hampshire County, 19, viz. : Cummington, 2 ; Easthampton, 2 ; 
Goshen, 6 ; Northampton, 1 ; Williamsburg, 8. 

Middlesex County, 33, viz. : Arlington, 1 ; Framingham, 1 ; Marl- 
borough, 3 ; Newton, 3 ; Tewksbury, 23 ; Tyngsborough, 2. 

Norfolk County, 17, viz.: Dover, 5; Foxborough, 2; Norwood, 2; 
Walpole, 8. 

Plymouth County, 7, viz. : East Bridge water, 3 ; West Bridge water, 4. 

Suflfolk County, 5, viz. : Boston, 4 ; Chelsea, 1. 

Worcester County, 25, viz. : Athol, 4 ; Northborough, 4 ; North 
Brookfield, 9 ; Oakham, 1 ; Shrewsbury, 1 ; Southborough, 1 ; Sutton, 
1; Westborough, 3; Winchendon, 1. 

There are also three patients outside the State, viz. : 

Kensington, N. H., 1 ; North Barnstead, N. H., 1 ; Providence, R. I., 1. 
Also one case of elopement since May 9, 1895. 
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Statistics from October i, 1895^ to September 30^ 1896, 



Boarded in families September 30, 1895, 
Placed out from Sept. 30, 1895, to Sept. 30, 1896, 

Whole number of cases during the year, . 
Whole number of persons dunng the year. 
Cases returned to institutions, . . . . 
Cases discharged recovered, . . . . 
Cases discharged to Overseers of Poor, 
Cases died, 



Whole number of discharges. 
Remaining September 30, 1896, 

State patients. 

Town patients. 

Private patients, . 

Self-supporting patients, 



Males. Females. Total. 



26 

1 



27 

27 

2 



3 
24 
10 

6 

7 
1 



116 

7 



123 

122 

10 

2 

1 

5 



18 

105 

23 

69 

9 

4 



142 

8 



150 

149 

12 

2 

1 
6 



21 
129 
33 
75 
16 
5 



Average number during the year, 133.63 

Average number during the year supported at public 

expense, 113.80 

Total cost of board for pauper patients, .... f 18,439 47 

Total cost of clothing |36 18 

Total cost of supervision (including salaries), . . . ?1,506 78 

Weekly cost of pauper patients (including supeiTision), . * J3 36 





10 

s 


1 


s 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


H 


1 


S 


{ 


At board September 30, . 
Average number, . 


5 


34 
21 


73 
60 


80 
113 


no 

94 


148 
126 


156 
142 


176 

168 


164 
168 


158 
158 


142 
1.7 


129 
134 



General Care of the Insane. 

Three years ago in its Annual Report the Board called at- 
tention to the general care of the insane in the State Hospi- 
tals, and intimated that this was not altogether satisfactory, 
especially if regarded from a medical and scientific point of 
view. The following year the subject was again alluded to, 
and considered at some length. Speaking of the existing 
standard of care in Massachusetts as certainly a high one, 
the Board seriously questioned whether the hospitals of 
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the State ought not rather to be denominated asylums, 
in view of the fact that they were in charge of physicians 
upon whom were imposed custodial duties requiring no medi- 
cal knowledge or training, and in view also of the character 
of a great part of their inmates. The Board went on to de- 
clare that in order to secure a high degree of hospital ex- 
cellence there must be ^^ a more precise and complete system 
of records, closer medical relatiop with inmates, training- 
schools to create a better class of attendants, and a more 
ample use of the vast opportunities for scientific study fur- 
nished by the very considerable number of institutions under 
the control of medical superintendents." Taking the 
McLean Hospital as the best illustration of an institution 
answering the highest requirements that the State has yet 
offered, the Board proceeded to illustrate and emphasize 
these several points in detail, and to urge especially the 
•general establishment of training-schools for nurses, a better 
classification of inmates, the building of infirmaries, more 
and better occupation for the insane, and, as of very great 
importance, provision in the institutions for laboratory work 
under the direction of trained pathologists. 

In its last Report, in considering the general subject of 
the care of the insane, the Board advised the appointment 
of resident internes at the several State institutions ; re- 
peated its observations with regard to the importance of the 
occupation of as many of the insane as it is possible to em- 
ploy ; urged the necessity of careful attention to the nursing 
of acute cases ; suggested the provision of homes for hos- 
pital nurses outside the hospitals ; spoke of the impor- 
tance of training-schools, and recognized the success of those 
already established ; referred to the matter of proper atten- 
tion to the food of insane patients as of great importance, 
both as an aid, to recovery in curable cases and as produc- 
tive of better condition of body and mind in the incurable ; 
and advised more frequent conferences among superintend- 
ents for study of methods and comparison of work. 

Within the last two years a new life and movement have 
been manifest throughout our institutions for the insane, 
until now there is to be found a condition of things in which 
the hospitals are apparently vying with each other in their 
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efforts to reach and maintain the highest standard of man* 
agement. Training-schools are already established in nearly 
all of the hospitals, — in one of them a training-school for 
physicians rather than for nurses having been judged of pri- 
mary importance ; almost all have either already provided 
or will soon provide for the appointment of special patholo- 
gists; most of them are asking for the establishment of 
buildings for the separate treatment of the sick, and of 
acute cases also; well equipped laboratories are either 
already built or in prospect ; a renewed interest is taken in 
the study of recent cases ; special efforts are being made in 
the way of exhaustive examination of all cases upon their 
admission ; farm-houses where all patients who are able to 
work can live and enjoy a certain degree of freedom outside 
of the large buildings are built or planned for ; greater care 
is taken in the selection of nurses as well as in training them ; 
drugs in the form of chemical restraint are largely done away 
with, and there is less and less restraint of any kind ; in 
brief, our institutions are becoming, not only fully alive to 
their deficiencies, but earnest in their efforts to remedy 
them. 

A large proportion of the insane are and always will be 
of the chronic class ; and for these, good housing, good food, 
kind treatment, and as much occupation as they are able to 
perform, are the prime requisites, and indeed the sole essen- 
tials. There remains the class of cases commonly known as 
recent or acute, a considerable proportion of which are rec- 
ognized as curable, and in these there is to be applied not 
only the treatment given to the rest, but the most careful, 
thorough and painstaking study, and the use of all the aids 
that the most enlightened science can afford. And these 
cases are to be studied, not only for the sake of the patients 
themselves, but for the purpose of the prevention of insanity 
in others ; and to this end all the new study of insanity inev- 
itably tends. How best to care for, how to cure, and how 
to prevent, — these are the three elements of the great prob- 
lem, — the first easy, the second diflScult, the third the most 
difficult of all. 

There is no question, then, that the State must go on with 
its good work, and while recognizing the fact that some 
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serious mistakes have been made in the past in unwise expen- 
ditures, in the erection of needlessly expensive buildings, 
and, in some cases, in a lamentable waste of the people's 
money, must place in the hands of competent boards of trus- 
tees sufficient funds not only for the equipment of the insti- 
tutions, but for a thorough prosecution of pathological and 
clinical research and study. 

In all our hospitals a more careful classification should be 
made, entirely separating the acute cases as well as the sick 
from the rest ; and farm-houses for those able to work, and 
outside buildings for the accommodation of the nurses 
should be provided. The farm-houses need not neces- 
sarily be upon the hospital grounds proper, but might be 
established at some distance. Not only patients accustomed 
hitherto to perform farm labor, but any patient, capable of 
doing any out-door work, (and at the same time sufficiently 
undisturbed mentally), could be placed there. Even women 
in many instances might be also employed in farm labor with 
results sometimes more marked than in cases of men. 

It is not so very long ago that all insane persons were 
relegated to structures erected solely for the safe-keeping of 
those *' furiously mad", and yet such progress has been 
made in this direction that now in all enlightened com- 
munities an insane man or woman is known and recognized 
as a sick person, to be cared for and treated as such. 

In the care and treatment of the insane, if the point can be 
reached, through a wise administration, whereby we can not 
only shorten the duration of disease, but prevent the develop- 
ment of insanity in many persons, who, under present condi- 
tions, would become inmates of our hospitals for life, a source 
of grief and anxiety to their friends and a burden to the 
State, we shall have made a gain hardly to be over-estimated 
in the health, happiness, and prosperity of the community, 
besides securing in the end a great financial saving. 

Defects, and some serious ones still exist, and the Board 
has not hesitated to call attention to them from time to time. 
Here and there are to be found, for example, untidiness, want 
of system, lack of discipline, and insufficient night super- 
vision, — especially for patients under restraint. Regarding 
this latter point, the Board is of the opinion that there should 
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be a night nurse on every hospital ward, not only as a matter 
of security in exceptional cases, but for the more efficient 
care and well-being of the patients. But, whatever their 
shortcomings, the Commonwealth has reason to congratulate 
itself that its institutions for the insane are on the whole 
well managed, and that they are governed by able boards of 
trustees, who give generously of their time and strength to 
the interests placed in their charge. 



The City and Town Almshouses. 

Almshouses are maintained by 216 of the cities and towns 
of the Commonwealth. Of these, 207 cities and towns main- 
tain each its own, two have an almshouse in common, and 
one almshouse, situated in Holden, is used by seven towns. 
It is satisfactory to note that in a general way the alms- 
houses have improved during the year. The buildings are 
in a better condition, the inmates receive greater care, and 
a better understanding of the mutual needs of the poor and 
the municipalities appears to prevail. There still remains, 
however, room for improvement in too many instances, and 
in a few there is imperative need of radical changes. 

In the reports issued by the Board from year to year, em- 
phasis has always been laid upon the necessity of provision 
for separation of the sexes ; and, in cases where many 
are lodged in one almshouse, of the sane from the insane. 
While this is done in the larger almshouses, in the smaller 
ones little attention is paid to the matter. 

One hundred and thirty-six cities and towns maintain no 
almshouses ; their dependents being placed in private fam- 
ilies, or boarded in almshouses in other towns, or cared 
for in institutions. While nothing but words of commen- 
dation can be used with regard to the systems prevailing in 
many of these places, the reverse is true of some of them. 
It is certainly not to the credit of the State that a town 
should sell its unfortunate poor at public auction to the 
lowest bidder at the annual town meeting. Some means 
should be devised to abolish such a practice, and also that 
followed by a number of other towns, which practically ar- 
rive at the same result by placing their poor in the family 



Digitized byVjQOQlC 



96 LUNACY AND CHARITY. [Jan. 

offering to support them at the lowest price. In one in- 
stance a town actually receives twenty-five dollars from an 
individual for the privilege of boarding one feeble-minded 
woman » who renders valuable service. One of our cities 
maintains its poor at its almshouse by allowing the warden 
a certain sum per capita per week, his salary being what he 
is able to save from this amount. While in the case of an 
honest and reliable man no harm might come to the poor 
from such an arrangement, . it affords an opportunity for 
abuse. 

The Overseers of the Poor have manifested in most in- 
stances a willingness to heed advice and suggestions from the 
Board ; they have at its request removed insane inmates to 
the nearest hospital ; and in other cases they have carried 
out suggestions made by it for the disposition of persons not 
requiring hospital treatment, but needing removal to a bet- 
ter home. 

In previous years, reports of visitation of almshouses were 
not brought to the notice of Overseers of Poor, — except in 
cases requiring instant action, — until the publication of the 
Annual Report. This year it was decided to communicate 
with the Overseers of the Poor immediately after visitation 
in each instance, and send them an abstract of the visitor's 
report, in order that they might be made acquainted at once 
with any defects or abuses discovered, and have the oppor- 
tunity for reply. The plan has worked well. In the fol- 
lowing condensed reports of the several city and town alms- 
houses, replies of Overseers of the Poor to these visitor's 
reports are noted. 

For a long time it has been felt that the information re- 
ceived by the Board from the Overseers of the Poor in 
their annual returns, required by law, concerning the exact 
number of insane and idiotic persons supported at public 
expense outside of the State institutions, was far from being 
correct or satisfactory, and this, not through any fault of the 
town officials, but owing to the lack of trained knowledge on 
their part. It was therefore thought best to correct this 
important matter, and to this end a special appropriation 
was made, and a physician, skilled in diagnosis and in the 
care and treatment of the insane, was selected, to make 
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personal examination of all the city and town dependents 
not in State institutions. The work of this special visitor. 
Dr. Wentworth, is shown in a report and statistical tables 
immediately following the almshouse reports. It has brought 
into our hands knowledge most valuable, not only to the 
State, but to the cities and towns, and not readily attainable 
in any other way. 

Acton. 
(Visited November 2, 1896.) 

This almshouse is fairly well situated and presents a good 
external appearance, but within it is disorderly and unattractive. 
The sanitary condition, as found in the condition and location of 
vaults, sink and drains, should have a radical change. A bath- 
room supplied with hot and cold water should be provided. There 
is no provision for the separation of the sexes or of the sane from 
the insane. There is a farm of seventy acres. 

The inmates are two insane women. The warden and matron 
receive a combined salary of $350 per year. Receipt of the 
abstract of the visitor's report not acknowledged by the Overseers 
of the Poor. 

AOUSHNET. 

This almshouse was closed in March, the last inmate having 
died a short time before. 

Adams. 
(Visited Juiy 2, 1896.) 

The generally unsatisfactory condition of this almshouse con- 
tinues. The exterior is poor, the interior is disorderly, unclean, 
and infested with vermin. The house is not fit for occupancy and 
should be abandoned. A detached building, used by the men, is 
in fair repair and good order ; it is cared for by one of the female 
inmates. There is no provision for separation of the sane from 
the insane. 

There are eleven inmates, two men, six women, and three 
children, two with their mother. One woman has epileptic in- 
sanity. Whatever is saved from the weekly allowance of $2.50 
for each inmate is allowed the warden and matron for their 
services. The salary was formerly $600, and the inmates are far 
from being benefited by the new arrangement. Receipt of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 
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Agawam. 
(Visited May 13, 1896.) 

This almshouse shows but little change since the last report. 
Although presenting a fair outside appearance, it is dilapidated, 
and very cold in winter. The house and bedding are infested with 
vermin, and the drainage is very unsatisfactory. The house lacks 
a bath-room, and has no provision for separation of the sexes or 
of the sane from the insane. The Overseers report (July 7) that 
they have removed most of the old bedsteads and replaced them 
with new ones; they also state their intention to improve the 
sink drain. 

There are five inmates, one man and four women, one woman 
being insane. Salary of matron, $275. 

Amesburt. 
(Visited May 6, 1896.) 

This almshouse, poorly constructed for its purpose, presents a 
fairly good external appearance. It is clean and orderly within 
and appears to have efficient management. It is imperfectly sup- 
plied with bathing facilities, the bath-room being available only in 
warm weather, and the tub unprovided with running water. There 
is no provision for the separation of the sexes or of the sane from 
the insane. 

There are six inmates, four men and two women, one man and 
two women being insane. The 'combined salary of warden and 
matron is $500. Receipt of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Amherst. 
(Visited Nov. 4, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents a fair appearance without, and is clean 
and orderly within. Proper bathing facilities should be provided, 
and regular bathing enforced. Although there is separation of the 
sexes by day, at night they occupy contiguous rooms. There is 
no separation of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are six in number, three men and three woman, 
one man being idiotic. The warden's and matron's combined 
salary is $400. Receipt of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Andover. 
(Visited March 24, 1896.) 
This almshouse was found in its usual excellent condition, — 
clean, orderly and well managed. There is provision for separa- 
tion of the sexes but none for the separation of the sane from the 
insane. 
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Namber of inmates, twenty-three; eight men, twelve women, 
and three children, the latter here temporarily with their mothers. 
Six inmates are insane, two men and four women ; one man and 
one woman are idiotic and one man is epileptic. Two of the insane 
who are receiving fairly good care could have more liberty and 
be better provided for in a hospital. The warden and matron 
receive a combined salary of $700. Receipt of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

Arlington. 
(Visited NoTember 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents an attractive appearance and is clean 
and orderly within. Some improvements have been made within 
the past year, including the introduction of electric lights and the 
addition of new iron bedsteads. The combined sleeping and 
bath-room, now occupied by two male inmates, should be made 
to serve but one purpose. There is no separation of the sexes 
or of the sane from the insane. 

Number of inmates, seven ; three men and four women, two 
women being insane. There are also three boarders, two of whom 
are employed by the town. Salary of warden and matron, $360. 

ASHBY. 
(Visited June 25, 1896.) 

This almshouse, with pleasant surroundings, is built of wood, 
two stories in height, with two wings. The exterior presents a 
good appearance, and the interior is clean and orderly. Better 
provisions for heating are needed, the stoves being inadequate; 
and a bath-tub with hot and cold water should be supplied. The 
general care of the inmates is good. The use of the cellar for 
storage of vegetables should be abandoned. There is no separa- 
tion of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are five inmates, — two men and three women. One man 
is insane, and one man and one woman are idiotic. The warden's 
and matron's combined salary is $400. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

ASHBURNHAM. 
(Visited October 27, 1896.) 
This almshouse is pleasantly situated. It is a wooden building, 
two stories in height, with one wing. The outside appearance is 
good, and within it is clean and orderly. It is insufficiently 
heated in winter, and lacks bathing facilities. An improvement 
is manifest in the general administration, some slight repairs and 
improvements have been made, and there are fewer vermin. 
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There is complete separation of the sexes at night and at meals ; 
no separation of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are nine in number, — three men and six women, of 
whom one man and two women are feeble-minded. The com- 
bined salary of warden and matron is $500. In reply to abstract 
of report of visitor, the Overseers report, November 5, "No 
more changes at farm this season." 

ASHFIELD. 
(Visited Aug. 5, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated ; it is built of wood, one 
and one-half stories in height. It is clean and orderly, presenting 
a good appearance within and without;] is well furnished, and 
under excellent management. The farm is under good cultivation 
,ahd productive. Since March 1 there have been no inmates. 
The combined salary of warden and matron is $260. Receipt of 
abstract of report of visitor not acknowledged. 

Ashland. 
(Visited February 10, 1896.) 

The almshouse has a pleasant location ; it is built of wood, two 
stories in height and has two wings. The exterior is in good con- 
dition and the interior is clean and orderly. Some improve- 
ments have been made and more are contemplated. The manage- 
ment is efficient, and the inmates are well cared for. There is no 
separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are eight inmates, — seven men and one woman, of whom 
two men are insane and two idiotic. The combined salary of 
warden and matron is $500. Receipt of abstract of report of 
visitor not acknowledged. 

Athol. 

(Visited August 26, 1896.) 

This almshouse is built of wood, two stories in height, with two 
wings, and situated some distance from town. The surroundings 
are rather cheerless. The exterior needs minor repairs and paint- 
ing, the interior painting, papering and other renovation. There 
is ample evidence of insufficient help to maintain the house prop- 
erly. There is no separation of the sexes, or of the sane from 
the insane. 

There are six inmates, — four men and two women, one of the 
latter being insane and one an epileptic idiot. The combined 
salary of warden and matron is $400. Receipt of abstract of report 
of visitor not acknowledged. 
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Attlbborough. 
(Visited February 18, 1896.) 

This almshouse is small, built of wood, one and oue-half stories 
in height, and poorly adapted for any town, especially one of over 
eight thousand inhabitants. It lacks many of the conveniences 
which should belong to such an establishment, such as a bath-room 
and inside water-closets. It is furnished with the objectionable 
feather beds, and wooden bedsteads. 

The inmates are seven in number, — six men and one woman, of 
whom two men are idiotic. The combined salary of warden and 
matron is $375. The Overseers report, under date of June 4, that 
the kitchen has been enlarged, and a small wash-room added. 

Ater. 
(Visited May 8, 1896.) 

This almshouse, built of wood, two stories in height, with one 
wing, is kept clean and orderly, and in fair condition without 
and within. It lacks suitable conveniences and comforts, but 
those in charge are interested and active. The house needs im- 
proved heating and bathing facilities. There is separation of the 
sexes by night but none by day ; none of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are five in number, — three men, one woman, and 
one child ; one man insane and one idiotic. The combined salary 
of warden and matron is $600. The Overseers report, under date 
of June 1, that the deficiencies are clearly manifest, and that im- 
provements will be made as soon as funds are available. 

Barnstable. 

(Visited April 27, 1896.) 

This almshouse, pleasantly situated, built of wood, of two 
stories with a wing, is efficiently managed and in good condition 
both within and without, except that it lacks a bath-room and 
other sanitary appliances. There is separation of the sexes at 
night, but none of the sane from the insane. 

There are ten inmates, — two men, seven women, and one child, 
of whom two women are insane, and one man and four women are 
idiotic. The combined salary of warden 'and matron is $400. 
The Overseers of the Poor report, under date of June 6, that they 
do not consider it expedient to make any alterations at present. 
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Barre. 

(Visited Jnne 1, 1896.) 

This almshouse is well situated and sufficiently large to accom- 
modate a much larger number of inmates. Some adjoining town 
could well provide for its paupers here. A few improvements 
have been made and more are contemplated. The building is 
heated by steam, has good sanitary arrangements, and is kept 
clean and in good order. There is separation of the sexes, but 
none of the sane from the insane. 

There are five inmates; four men and one woman, of whom 
two men are insane and one is idiotic. The combined salary of 
warden and matron is $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's re- 
port not acknowledged. 

Beoket. 

(Visited July 20,1896.) 

The poor of this town, three women (a mother and two daugh- 
ters) are boarded by the Overseers of the Poor in private fam- 
ilies. The mother and one daughter live together, and are found 
poorly clothed, in a disorderly and dirty house, but apparently 
have a sufficient amount of food. Another daughter lives with the 
crippled father in East Otis, eight dollars per month being paid 
for their support, four dollars being received from a pension. 

Bedford. 
(Visited July 14, 1896.) 

While the exterior of this almshouse remains poor and unsatis- 
factory, the interior has been thoroughly renovated, with paint 
and paper, and otherwise much improved in appearance. Farther 
repairs are imperatively demanded, also the addition of a bath- 
room supplied with hot and cold water and a suitable system of 
heating. There is separation of the sexes only at night, and there 
is no separation of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are six in number, three men and three women, of 
whom one man is insane and two women are feeble-minded. The 
combined salary of the warden and matron is $500. The Over- 
seers acknowledge receipt of visitor's report, but make no state- 
ment. 

Belohertown. 

(Visited May 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues to be efficiently conducted, is kept in 
good repair, and is clean and orderly within and without. There 
is need of a bath-room and either furnace or steam heat. There 
is no separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 
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The inmates are eight in number, four of each sex, one man 
being insane. The combined salary of the warden and matron is 
$400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Bellingham. 

(Visited September 28» 1896.) 

No change has been made in this almshouse since the last re- 
port. It is not properly arranged for its present use, and the 
rooms should be reconstructed, providing for the separation of the 
sexes and of the sane from the insane. The inmates are kindly 
cared for and made as comfortable as possible under the present 
conditions. 

There are nine inmates, — four men and five women, of whom 
four women are insane. The combined salary of warden and 
matron is $500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Berkley. 
(Visited July 9, 1896.) 

No change has been made here since the last report. The 
house is utterly unsuited in its present condition for human occu- 
pancy. It is very old, dilapidated, abounds in vermin, has bad 
drainage, and is in great danger of pollution of drinking water. 
There is fortunately but one inmate, — an insane man seventy- 
nine years of age, who is made as comfortable as possible under 
the circumstances. 

The warden and matron have been here four years and receive 
a salary of $225. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Berlin. 

(Visited June 12, 1896.) 

This town boards its poor, one man and two women, in private 
families. The man is demented and blind ; he receives satisfac- 
tory care. One woman is demented and diflScult to care for ; 
$3.25 a week is paid for her support, and she has reasonably 
good care. The other woman, mildly insane, is well provided for, 
and has a good home. 
^ Beverly. 

(Visited April 30, 1896.) 

No special change is noticed at this almshouse, which is kept in 
good repair. As two-thirds of the inmates are mentally defective, 
management is difficult and the work burdensome. More paid 
help might be employed, with advantage. There is separation of 
the sexes, but none of the sane from the insane. 
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The inmates are twenty-eight in number ; fourteen of each sex. 
Nine are insane, ten idiotic and two epileptic. The combined sal- 
ary of warden and matron is $500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

BiLLERICA. 
(Visited June 12, 1896.) 

The almshouse here remains unchanged. No repairs have been 
made, and it lacks proper facilities for bathing and heating. The 
house is clean and orderly, and the inmates are well treated. There 
is no separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are eight in number ; four men and four women, 
three men being insane and two women idiotic. Combined salary 
of warden and matron, $504. Receipt of abstract of visitor's re- 
port not acknowledged. 

Blaokstone. 
(Visited Jnly 21, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues under the same management and pre- 
sents the same general features as at the last report. There is 
room for improvement both in the general appearance of the build- 
ing and in some reconstruction of the interior, which should pro- 
vide for the proper separation of the sexes. There is no separation 
of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are eighteen in number; fourteen men and four 
women, of whom two men are insane. Salary of warden and ma- 
tron, $450. The Overseers of the Poor report, under date of 
August 5, that no improvements have been made, and none are 
contemplated. 

Blandford. 
(Visited Jane 26, 1896.) 

But one woman receives town support, and she is well provided 
for in a house formerly her own. She is entirely blind and has 
had epilepsy since childhood. The case is a difficult one, but she 
receives good care. 

Bolton. 
(Visited July 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse is badly in need of repairs : no changes have been 
made during the year in this direction except shingling. It is old 
and unattractive, especially within. The house is kept clean and 
orderly, and is as well managed as possible under the circum- 
stances. There is no provision for the separation of the sexes, or 
of the sane from the insane. 
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The inmates are five in number ; four men and one woman. All 
are mentally defective, the woman being insane and the men 
feeble-minded. Salary of warden and matron, $300. The Over- 
seers report, July 27, the shingling and roofing of all the buildings. 



Boston. 

Charlestown, 

(Visited November 18, 1896.) 

Some improvements have been made at this almshouse since the 
last report. Two new sun- rooms have been built, one for either 
sex, two new water-closets added, and other minor repairs made. 
The general condition was found as usual, and the inmates appear 
happy, and are well clothed and fed, but the building is over- 
crowded. There is a partial separation of the sexes by day, and 
complete separation at night. There is no separation of the sane 
from the insane. 

The number of inmates is one hundred' and forty-nine, of whom 
eighteen are insane, two feeble-minded and one is epileptic. The 
warden and matron are serving their seventh year in this place, 
and they receive a salary of $1,300. 

Long Island, 
(Visited December 2, 1896.) 

No special stnictural changes have been made since the last 
report. The almshouse is composed of a number of commodious 
buildings, which provide for a good separation of the sexes as 
well as of the vicious from the unfortunate poor. The well- 
appointed hospital is doing a good work. It is understood that 
the custom of employing men from the Deer Island Institution to 
work in and about the almshouse building, returning each night, 
is soon to be discontinued. It is hoped that this will be done and 
that the able-bodied paupers, who are present in sufficient numbers, 
will be required to do the necessary work about the Institution. 
A training school is in operation. Dr. C. H. Cogswell continues 
in charge, assisted by a staff of three physicians. 

There are seven hundred and thirty-nine inmates. It is not the 
intention to care for insane persons at this Institution, but a 
special examination revealed the presence of forty-four mentally 
defective people, thirty-two of whom are considered insane, 
and twelve are feeble-minded ; six also have epilepsy. 
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MarceUa Street Home. 
(Visited November 12, 1896.) 

This Institution, devoted entirely to the care of children, shows 
no special change since the last report. In appearance and gen- 
eral order there is some room for improvement. 

There are four hundred and eighty-one children under supervis- 
ion. This includes a number at board in families, — one hundred 
and fifty-two. One hundred and eighteen are neglected children. 
Twenty-nine children are idiotic, of whom sixteen remain at the 
school. The other thirteen are boarded out in families and receive 
good care, frequent supervision, and necessary medical attendance. 
M. J. Dwyer is the present Superintendent. 

BOXFORD. 
(Visited July 31, 1896. ) 

There has been no special change at this almshouse since the 
last report. There is lack of good executive management, as 
shown by its disorderly condition. A bath-room with hot and cold 
water is needed. There is no separation of the sexes, or of the 
sane from the insane. 

There are four inmates, two men and two women, the man 
being idiotic and epileptic. The warden's and matron's combined 
salary is $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowl- 
edged. 

BOYLSTON. 
(Visited May 18, 1896.) 

This almshouse, as has been reported previously, differs but 
little from an ordinary farmhouse. It is old and in need of re- 
pair, and lacks bathing facilities. There is no provision for sep- 
aration of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. A room for 
tramps is provided in the woodshed chamber which was found ex- 
ceedingly filthy and evidently receives no care. 

The inmates are four men, of whom one is insane and one 
idiotic. The combined salary of warden and matron is $400. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Braintree. 
(Visited February 12, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents its usual satisfactory appearance. It 
is kept in good repair, is clean and orderly, and the inmates receive 
good care. There is provision for separation of the sexes, but 
not of the sane from the insane. 
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There are eleven inmates, seven men and four women. Two 
men are feeble-minded and one is epileptic ; one woman is insane 
and two are feeble-minded. The combined salary of warden and 
matron is $480. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Brewster. 

(Visited October 20, 1896.) 

The building used as an almshouse is an ordinary dwelling, but 
it is kept in excellent condition, and the inmates have very satis- 
factory care. A bath-room should be supplied, and some struct- 
ural changes made for the separation of the sexes. 

The inmates are nine in number, six men and three women. . 
Three men and two women are feeble-minded and one woinan 
is insane. The combined salary of warden and matron is $300. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Bridgewater. 

(Visited: February 14, 1896.) 

The building used as an almshouse is much dilapidated and not 
worth repairing. There is imperative need of a new and properly 
arranged building. The management both of the house and the 
farm shows lack of experience and executive ability. There is no 
provision for separation of the sexes or of the sane from the in- 
sane. 

The inmates are thirteen in number including two children. 
One man and two women are insane and one woman is feeble- 
minded. The combined salary of warden and matron is $300. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Brimfield. 

(Visited May 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse has many objectionable features. The inmates 
do not receive proper care, and some structural provision for com- 
plete separation of the sexes should be made, most unfortunate 
results having followed from the present arrangement. There is 
evidence of inefficient management in the general appearance of the 
place. 

There are ten inmates, including one child, of whom three are 
insane, two of each sex are feeble-minded, and one is epileptic. 
The combined salary of the warden and matron is $425. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Brockton. 
(Visited October 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues to be satisfactory in most respects, and 
is one of the best in the state. The management is excellent and 
very efficient. The house is amply provided with proper sanitary 
appliances and safeguards against fire, and there is complete sepa- 
ration of the sexes, but not of the sane from the insane, — a matter 
which should receive early attention. If more inmates are to be 
admitted, increased accommodations should be added. The farm 
is quite productive, and products have been sold during the past 
year to the amount of $4,500. 

There are fifty-one inmates, of whom thirteen are insane and 
three feeble-minded. There are four children. The combined 
salary of the warden and matron is $1,200. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 



Brookfield. 
(Visited May 20, 1896.) 

There has been no change at this almshouse since the last re- 
port. For an old house it is in very good condition, and is pro- 
vided with steam heat and bath-room. It is kept clean and 
orderly, and the inmates are under a fair degree of control. 

There is a partial separation of the sexes, (which should be 
made complete), but none of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are seven in number, of whom three women are 
insane and one is feeble-minded. The combined salary of the war- 
den and matron is $350. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Brookline. 
(Visited November 11, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found in its usual excellent condition, and 
the addition of new water-closets which could be flushed would 
leave little to be desired. There is complete separation of the 
sexes, and no insane people are received. 

The inmates are four in number. A matron is in charge of the 
place, who receives a salary of $500. Receipt of abstract of visi- 
tor's report not acknowledged. 
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BUCKLAND. 

(Visited July 3, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues in its old dilapidated condition, no 
repairs or improvements having been made the past year. The 
building should either be abandoned for its present use or exten- 
sively repaired. The house is kept as clean as possible under the 
circumstances, but the wooden bedsteads and partitions are badly 
infested with vermin. The water-closets are improperly con- 
structed and very offensive. There is no separation of the sexes 
by day and but an insecure one by night, and there is no separa- 
tion of the sane from the insane. 

There are six inmates, of whom four are insane. The warden 
and matron receive a salary of $200. No reply to abstract of 
visitor's report. 

Burlington. 

(Visited April 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse, although nearly new, lacks a cheerful appear- 
ance and is of cheap construction. The rooms occupied by the 
inmates are very cold in winter. There is need of a bath-room 
supplied with hot and cold water. The management is not 
efficient, the house being disorderly and dirty. There is no 
separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are five in number, one being feeble-minded. The 
warden and matron receive a salary of $400. No reply to abstract 
of visitor's report. 

Cambridge. 
(Visited September 8, 1896.) 

There has been no special change in this almshouse since the 
last report, either in structure or in the character of the inmates. 
The almshouse is under excellent management. There is com- 
plete separation of the sexes by day and night, and at meals, 
with a partial separation of the sane from the insane. The farm 
and quarry are quite remunerative, $6,000 being realized from the 
former, and $7,000 from the latter. 

There are one hundred and eleven inmates, of whom twenty- 
three are insane and two feeble-minded. There are nine children. 
The warden and matron, who have occupied their present position 
for ten years, receive a salary of $1,500. 
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Canton. 

(Visited April 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, and was found in good 
repair, being also clean and orderly within. No special changes 
have been made since the last inspection. There is complete 
separation of the sexes by night, but none of the sane from the 
insane. The place is under good management. 

There are nine inmates, of whom one is insane and one feeble- 
minded. The warden and matron receive a salary of $500, and 
are serving their fifth year. The Overseers report, under date of 
June 15, that no further changes have been made. 

Carlisle. 
(Visited November 13, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, and possesses the ad- 
vantage of having a farm, the income from which makes it 
practically self-supporting. The whole is under good and 
economical management. There is no provision for separation 
of the sexes. 

There are four inmates, three of whom are idiotic. The salary 
of the warden and matron is $350 per year. 

Charlemont. 

( Visited July 2, 1896.) 

The poor of this town, two in number, both mentally deficient, 
are boarded in private families, where they receive good care and 
kind treatment. 

Charlton. 
(Visited October 26, 1896.) 

This almshouse, which has been much improved within the last 
two years, is under very good management. Some further repairs 
would improve the house, and if some structural change could be 
made to provide for the separation of the sexes, the building would 
be entirely creditable to the town. It has a farm of two hundred 
acres, and products to the amount of $2,184 were sold during the 
past year. 

There are ten inmates, two of whom are insane and one feeble- 
minded, and one is a child three years of age. The salary of the 
warden and matron is $450. 
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Chatham. 
(Visited October 21, 1896.) 

Although the administratiye part of this almshoase is incoaven- 
ieDtly arranged, in other respects it is fairly well adapted to its 
present use. There is, however, inefficient management, as shown 
in the dirty and disorderly condition of the house. The Overseers 
of the Poor fully realize this, and will make improvements as soon 
as possible. There is no separation of the sexes, or of the sane 
from the insane. 

There are eight inmates, one of whom is insane and three are 
feeble-minded. The salary of the warden and matron is $150. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged by Overseers 
of the Poor. 

Chelmsford. 
(Visited June 12, 1896.) 

This almshouse, formerly an old tavern, is kept in fairly good 
condition, and is under good management. It should be supplied 
with a bath-room, and some provision should be made for the sep- 
aration of the sexes. There is a productive farm of one hundred 
acres. 

There are eleven inmates, two of whom are insane and three 
feeble-minded. There are three children. The warden and 
matron receive a salary of $350 a year. 

Cheshire. 

(Visited July 1, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are boarded in two families, one of which 
has materially improved since last year's visit, the inmates receiv- 
ing much better care, and having more healthful surroundings than 
before. The two men, one of whom is insane, boarding in the 
second family, are well provided for. They occupy separate 
rooms, which were found clean and in good order. 

Chesterfield. 

(Visited August 19, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and its poor are distributed in 
families. One case is a feeble-minded man who boards where he 
has been for several years. The house is poor and his surround- 
ings are disorderly, but he is made comfortable. 

The case is one requiring much care and supervision. The 
town allows $65 a year and clothing. 
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Chicopee. 
(Visited Noyember 3, 1896.) 

There has been no change in this almshoase since the last re- 
port. It is kept clean and orderly, but some renovation and re- 
arrangement of rooms is necessary. The privy vaults in the rear 
are offensive and a menace to health, and should be removed. 
Some division of the house should immediately be made for the 
separation of the sexes. Owing to the small number of insane, 
separate apartments for them are not at present considered 
necessary. 

There are forty-five inmates, of whom twelve are insane and 
one is feeble-minded. A matron is in charge who receives a sal- 
ary of 825 per month, and a man is employed to take charge of 
the farm and all out-door work. One of the inmates is also allowed 
a small amount a month for his services. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Clinton. 
(Visited September 22, 1896.) 

The recent alterations and additions to this almshouse have 
much improved it. The house is heated by steam and well pro- 
vided with new bath-rooms and water-closets, and evidence of good 
management is shown in its clean and orderly appearance. There 
is complete separation of the sexes by night, but they mingle 
through the day and at meals. There is no separation of the sane 
from the insane. 

There are fifteen inmates, six being children, and one man is 
insane. The warden receives a salary of 8700 per year. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

COHASSET. 

(Visited April 23, 1896,) 

This almshouse, which is an old, irregular building, and poorly 
arranged for its present use, was found clean and the inmates very 
comfortable. There has been a great improvement here within the 
last three years. The bath-room, which, owing to its location, 
can be used only in the summer, should be changed and provided 
with hot and cold water. There is no separation of the sexes. 

The inmates are eight in number, including one child. One is 
insane and three are feeble-minded. The warden and matron 
receive a salary of 8600 per year. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 
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Concord. 
(Visited November 7, 1896.) 

There has been no change in this almshouse since the last 
inspection, and it presents its usual appearance, being homelike 
and cheerful both within and without. It is heated by steam, 
supplied with bath-room and other sanitary appliances, and is 
under good management. There is no provision for the separation 
of the sexes. 

The inmates are six in number, none of whom are insane. One 
woman has epilepsy. The salary of the warden and matron is 
$480. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Conway. 
(Visited August 5, 1896.) 

This almshouse is not pleasantly situated, is in a dilapidated, 
leaky condition, and should be abandoned or replaced by a new 
building. The condition of the interior is disorderly and dirty. 
Some slight effort is made to subdue the vermin with which the 
house is infested. The farm is made fairly productive under the 
present man^^ement. It would appear that the expeneie to 
the town would be less were the inmates of this house placed in a 
good almshouse in some neighboring town. 

There are but two inmates, both men and i^diotic. The salary of 
the warden and matron is $360. The Overseers of the Poor 
report, October 14, that no changes are proposed. 

CUMMINGTON. 
(Visited August 6, 1896.) 

The poor of this town, three in number, one man and two 
women, all mentally defective, are supported in different families 
at different rates. The women are made fairly comfortable^ but 
the man, eighty-five years of age, should be removed to a different 
place and a larger sum than one dollar per week furnished for his 
support. The rates paid for the women are two dollars and two 
dollars and fifty cents respectively. 

D ALTON. 
( Visited July 24, 1896.) 

Having no almshouse, this town provides for its poor in private 
families. A woman with four young children, one of whom is a 
helpless idiot, referred to in last year's report, continues to be 
supported by the town at the rate of $2 per capita per week. 
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Dana. 

(Visited June 2, 1896.) 

This almshouse is a large, old-fashioned stractiire, and well 
situated, but is greatly in need of repairs. Such small improve-' 
ments as new paper and paint are contemplated. The house is 
clean and orderly, but bathing facilities are lacking. 

The only inmate, an insane woman, receives good care. The 
combined salary of warden and matron is $225. Receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Dartmouth. 
(Viiited Oct. 5, 1896.) 

This almshouse is comparatively new, and provides good separa- 
tion of the sexes, but none of the sane from the insane. There is 
a lack of proper facilities for bathing and heating. The interior 
is neat and clean, and sufficient paid help is employed. 

There are seven inmates, of whom two are insane and one is 
idiotic. The combined salary of warden and matron is $400. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Dedham. 

(Visited May 7, 1896.) 

This almshouse is new, well constructed and supplied with all 
modern appliances, including electric lighting. There is proper 
provision for separation of the sexes, but none of the sane from 
the insane. No paid help is employed, but a few of the inmates 
are capable of light work. The management is efficient. 

There are eleven inmates, of whom one is idiotic and epileptic. 
The combined salary of the warden and matron is $600. The 
Overseers of the Poor report, under date of June 25, that no 
changes are contemplated. 

Deerfield. 

(Visited August 11, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, is in fair repair, and 
presents an interior clean and orderly. The sleeping rooms 
occupied by the men are in the L, and need radical changes. 
Farther repairs should be made upon the out-buildings. The cellar 
is small, ill-ventilated, and damp, and should be enlarged and 
properly drained. The inmates receive kind care and treatment. 
A bath-room supplied with hot and cold water is needed. 
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The inmates are five in number, three of whom are insane. 
The salary of the warden and matron is $425. The Overseers of 
the Poor report, October 7, no change in buildings or manage- 
ment. 

Dennis. 
(Visited Oct. 21, 1896.) 

This house occupies a lonely site, and is far removed from any 
other buildings. It is in a fair state of repair and well managed, 
and the inmates appear to be well cared for. A bath-room is 
needed. Owing to the distance from town, the tramp quarters in 
the attic are but seldom occupied. 

There are six inmates, two of whom are feeble-minded. The 
warden receives a salary of $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

DiGHTON. 
(Visited July 9, 1896.) ^ 

This almshouse, of the construction of an ordinary farm dwell- 
ing, is in good condition, and presents a clean and orderly appear- 
ance within. Repairs are much needed upon the exterior, and a 
bath-room, properly supplied with hot and cold water, should be 
provided. A sum of money has been appropriated to build a new 
barn. The drainage is defective and offensive, but the evil could 
be easily remedied with a small outlay of money and l^bor. Either 
more interest should be taken in this place by the Overseers of the 
Poor, or the place should be abandoned and the inmates boarded 
in the almshouse of some neighboring town. 

The inmates are two in number. There are no insane. The 
warden and matron receive a salary of $200. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report acknowledged by the Overseers of the Poor, but 
no statement made by them in reply. 

Douglas. 

(Visited July 21, 1896.) 

No changes have been made at this almshouse since the last 
visit. The building is old and in need of repairs. The house is 
poorly arranged, and does not provide for any separation of the 
sexes. There is urgent need of a bath-room and a better 
heating apparatus. The interior is disorderly and not clean, and 
the management is evidently inefficient. The custom of permit- 
ing the warden to engage in outside work, as followed in this and 
some other towns, is to be deprecated ; his whole attention should 
be paid to home affairs. 
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The inmates are seven in number, two of whom are feeble- 
minded and one is epileptic. The salary of the warden and matron 
is $300. 

The town also pays for the care, at his 'mother's house, of a 
feeble-minded man afflicted with a severe form of epilepsy. The 
case is a difficult one to care for, and the mother gives him con- 
stant attention. He should, however, be better provided for in 
some respects. 

Dracut. 
(Visited Maj 1, 1896.) 

The almshouse of this town is an old building kept in a fair 
state of repair, and shows no change since the last inspection, ex- 
cept some improvement of the interior by painting and white- 
washing. The few inmates receive very good, homelike care. 
There is no separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane, 
nor is it necessary in small families like this, where proper super- 
vision is exercised. The farm is well managed and quite pro- 
ductive. A large amount of milk is sold which, with other pro- 
duce, yielded the sum of $2,647.29 to the town during the year. 

The inmates are four in number, of whom two are insane. The 
salary of the warden and matron is $400. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Dudley. 
(Visited September 16, 1896.) 

The almshouse of this town is undergoing extensive repairs, and 
the result will be a great improvement. The building will be 
much enlarged ; the structural arrangements will be made much 
better than formerly and, it is hoped, will provide for a separation 
of the sexes. Steam heat will be used, but the bath-room which 
it is proposed to build is to have no hot water connections ; these 
it is highly desirable to supply. 

There are seven inmates, two of them are insane and two feeble- 
minded. The salary of the warden and matron is $450. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

DUXBUKT. 

(Visited Nov. 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse is new, having been occupied but about two 
weeks at the time of the visit. Although of very good construc- 
tion, the arrangement of the rooms is such that it is inconvenient 
in administration and must involve much discomfort and disorder. 
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A properly planned house would have cost no more money, and 
would have been infinitely better than an ill-arranged structure 
like this, which does neither the town nor the builder credit. 

The inmates are four in number, two of whom are insane. The 
salary of the warden and matron is $400. Receipft of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

East Bridge water. 
(Visited February 14, 1896.) 

Additions and changes which have long been needed are in 
progress at this almshouse. Additional sleeping- rooms are being 
supplied ; a new stairway at the rear of the men's dormitory has 
been built; the interior is to be newly painted, and improvements 
have also been made in the sanitation. The general management 
of the house is good, the interior being clean and orderly. Only 
partial separation of the sexes is secured, but the structural 
changes in progress will secure greater efficiency in this respect. 
There is no separation of the sane from the insane. 

There are seven inmates, one woman being insane and one 
feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, $425. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Eastham. 
(Visited August 21, 1896.) 

This town continues to support its poor in private families. 
Among them is a feeble-minded woman, who is boarded at three 
dollars a week, and has suitable care in an excellent home. 

Easthampton. 
(Visited August 18, 1896.) 

But little change has been made in this almshouse since the last 
report. Minor repairs are needed inside, but the exterior is in 
good condition. Partial separation of the sexes is secured, but 
the sane and the insane are allowed to mingle. 

There are twelve inmates, of whom one man and four women 
are insane, and two women are epileptic. All the insane have had 
hospital treatment. The combined salary of warden and matron 
is $600. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Easton. 

(Yigited April 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents a good appearance and is mostly in 
good repair. There should be improvements in the attic sleeping- 
rooms, these apartments being uncomfortable both in winter and 
summer. The bath-room should be supplied with hot and cold 
water, and the water supply for the whole institution should be 
improved. There is no efficient separation of the sexes and none 
of the sane from the insane. 

There are nine inmates, of whom two men and one woman are 
insane, and two men and one woman feeble-minded. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $450. Receipt of abstract of visi- 
tor's report not acknowledged. 

Edgartown. 
(Visited July 14, 1896.) 

A feeble-minded, epileptic woman of this town is cared for by 
her mother, and the town pays $1.50 per week toward her support. 
She is able to perform certain household duties, and has good 
care. 

Egremont. 
(Visited July 22, 1896.) 

An elderly woman of this town, feeble-minded since childhood, 
is boarded in the family of a relative, where she has good care, at 
$140 per year. This woman is untidy, often excited, and is a 
difficult case to care for. 

Enfield 
(Visited June 4, 1896.) 

This town continues to board its poor in private families. A 
feeble-minded woman, who is epileptic, is cared for by her mother 
for $2 per week. Another woman, who has been insane many 
years, is boarded in a family in Leverett at $2.20 per week. Both 
cases are well situated. 

Essex. 

(Visited September 21, 1896.) 

No repairs or improvements have been made at this almshouse 
since last year. It continues in a very dilapidated condition, and 
should be replaced by a new and properly arranged building. 
There are no modern sanitary appliances. There is no provision 
for separation of the sexes, and complications from this source are 
not unknown. Sane and insane mingle indiscriminately. 
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There are nine inmates, of whom two men and one woman are 
insane, and three women feeble-minded. Combined salary pf 
warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Fairhaven. 
(Visited October 6, 1896.) 

The new almshouse in this town has been used with satisfaction 
during the past year and gives evidence of efficient management. 
The house is thoroughly clean and orderly, the heating and sani- 
tary equipment is good, and the t inmates are well provided for. 
The construction provides for complete separation of the sexes 
excepting at meals. No provision is made for separating the sane 
from the insane. 

There are five inmates, all men, two being insane. Both of 
them have had hospital treatment. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

Fall River. 
(Visited July 10. 1896.) 

Substantial improvements have been made at this almshouse 
during the past year, the old hospital building having been reno- 
vated and repaired for use as an infirmary, one floor for men, the 
other for women. Minor repairs have been made in the interior 
of the main building. The house is generally well kept and is 
clean and orderly. Some of the attic rooms used for the insane 
are lacking in light and ventilation. There is complete separation 
of the sexes, but none of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates number one hundred, — sixteen men, sixty-nine 
women, and fifteen children. Of the men, two are insane and one 
is feeble-minded, one of the insane being also epileptic; of the 
women, five are insane. The W9,rden receives a salary of $650 ; 
and his wife, who is matron, $350. Receipt of abstract of visi- 
tor's report not acknowledged. 

Falmouth. 

(Visited August 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues in the clean and satisfactory condi- 
tion that has been previously reported, and is under good manage- 
ment. The structural conditions allow of no systematic separation 
of the sexes, and the sane and the insane mingle. Among the in- 
mates are several untidy cases that require a great deal of care, to 
facilitate which a suitable bath-room should be supplied. Addi- 
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tional domestic help is also needed. The farm is productive, and 
aiarge quantity of small fruits are supplied to the inmates. 

There are eight inmates. One of the men is insane and two of 
the women are feeble-minded ; one of the latter is also paralyzed 
and helpless. Combined salary of warden and matron, $375. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

FiTCHBURG. 
(Visited Aagagt 17, 1896 ) 

A partial renovation of this almshouse has taken place the past 
year. Paint has been renewed, and the house has been equipped 
with electric lights. The house is clean and orderly, and efficient 
management is everywhere apparent. Complete separation of the 
sexes is secured, and some of the most troublesome of the insane 
are separated from the general population. 

There are sixty-eight inmates, including two children. Seven, 
men are insane and five feeble-minded, one of the latter being also 
epileptic. Eighteen women are insane and one is feeble-minded. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $950. The Overseers 
report the addition of a fruit and vegetable storehouse, detached 
from the other buildings. 

FOXBOROUGH. 
(Visited September 11, 1896.) 

The buildings at this place are dilapidated and unfit for occu- 
pancy ; no repairs have been made for a long time, and general 
neglect is evident. The rooms are cold in winter. The present 
house should be abandoned, and a new one, adapted to the uses 
of an almshouse, built at the earliest feasible time. The sanitation 
should be improved, the cellar being damp and insufficiently 
drained. The water supply is deficient, the well at the house being 
dry and water carried from the well at the barn. The sexes are 
not separated, and no provision is made for separating the sane 
from the insane. 

There are three inmates, all sane. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Framingham. 

(Visited January 29, 1896.) 

Minor repairs have been made in the interior of this almshouse, 
and the tramp quarters have been removed to a distant part of the 
town. No provision is made for the separation of the sexes or of 
the sane from the insane. 
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There are fifteen inmates, including two children with their un- 
married mother and one insane man. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Franklin. 

(Visited March 27, 1896.) 

Repairs and improvements have been made at this almshouse 
during the past year, and others are contemplated. An abundant 
supply of water and efficient fire protection have been secured. 
A store-room for general household supplies is much needed. In 
general the house is kept clean, but some rooms are infested with 
vermin. Increased orderliness would improve the appearance of 
the interior. There is imperfect separation of the sexes and none 
of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates, who number seven, have good care and appear to 
be comfortable. There is one feeble-minded man, and one in- 
sane woman. Combined salary of warden and matron, $550. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Freetown. 
(Visited July 9, 1896.) 

This house, as previously reported, continues much out of re- 
pair, and unfit for almshouse purposes. There is no bath-room, 
and the arrangement of the house is inconvenient for caring for 
the inmates. General cleanliness prevails, and the inmates seem 
to be made comfortable at this season The farm is productive 
and contributes materially to the support of the household. There 
is no separation of the sexes and none of the sane from the 
insane. 

There are six inmates, including one child with its mother. 
One man and four women are feeble-minded. Combined salary 
of warden and matron, $250. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Gardner. 

(Visited Angust 31, 1896.) 

Having been in use but a few years, this almshouse is still in 
good repair and in generally good condition. It is equipped with 
modern conveniences, and the interior is well arranged. Some 
minor improvements have been made since the last report. Com- 
plete separation of the sexes is secured, but no attempt is made to 
separate the sane from the insane. 
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Of the sixteen inmates, two of each sex are insane. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $425. Receipt of abstract of visi- 
tor's report not acknowledged. 

Georgetown. 
(Visited September 25, 1896.) 

There have been no special repairs and no material improve- 
ments at this almshouse since the last report. It is comfortably 
heated by a hot water system, and is kept clean and in good order. * 
A bath-room should be provided. The sexes are separated by 
night, but no classification of inmates is made by day. 

The inmates are five in number, of whom two men are insane 
and one is feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and ma- 
tron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged, 
and the statement made that a domestic is usually employed. 

Gloucester. 
(Visited January 21, 1896.) 
This almshouse is found in its usual condition, and is kept very 
clean and in excellent order, although these results are secured in 
the face of many diflaculties, owing to the inconvenience of the 
house, its overcrowding, and the lack of proper water supply. 
For general domestic purposes cistern water is used, and the water 
for drinking and cooking is carried in pails from a distant well. 
The interior is in need of quite extepsive repairs. The sexes are 
separated by assignment to different floors. No effort is made to 
provide separately for the insane. 

The inmates number thirty-one. Five men and seven women 
are insane and two men and one woman feeble-minded. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $550. Receipt of visitor's 
report acknowledged, and statement made that no changes are 
contemplated. 

Grafton. 
(Visited September 18, 1896.) 

This almshouse is in a better condition than when last visited. 
It provides good bathing facilities, but there has been a lack of 
enforcement of proper bathing regulations. A considerable 
amount of new bedding has lately been supplied. There is no 
effectual separation of the sexes and no separate provision for 
the insane. 

The inmates number thirteen, of whom one man is idiotic and 
epileptic, and one woman feeble-minded. Combined salary of 
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warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

The town supports two insane women in private families, one 
within the town limits and the other with her mother at Worcester. 
The latter case has had hospital treatment. Both cases are well 
oared for. 

Geanby. 
(Visited Aagnst 6, 1896.) 

This "town still continues to board its poor in private families. 
Among those so cared for is a feeble-minded woman with her 
child, who is in wretched surroundings. The attention of the 
town authorities has been called to the case, and a change will 
probably be effected. 

Granville. 
(Visited June 25, 1896.) 
This town supports its poor in private families, and among 
them is a woman, many years insane, who is well situated at $2 a 
week. A feeble-minded man is also cared for by his mother at 
the same rate. In both cases this sum is almost the sole support 
of these families. 

Great Harrington. 
(Visited July 22, 1896.) 

This town, although having a considerable number of poor, does 
not provide an almshouse for their care, but boards them in 
private families. In one of these four cases were found, for 
whom the town pays $8 a month apiece, a man and three women, 
all defective, the man and one woman being insane and two 
women feeble-minded. A rough unfinished building, which is 
unattractive and must in the colder season be very uncomforta- 
ble, is used for the care of these cases. There appears to be but 
little discipline enforced, and the inmates of both sexes roam about 
the place unrestrained. A colored woman, who has been insane 
for many years, is boarded in a colored family at $10 a month, 
where she has good care. Criticisms on conditions found here 
were sent to the Overseers of the Poor, but no acknowledgment 
has been made. 

Greenfield. 
(Visited August 4, 1896.) 

This house has been improved by the finishing of the attic, 
making two comfortable rooms ; and a room for the special care of 
a troublesome insane woman has been built in the wing : this case 
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has very good care. The building should be provided with fire 
escapes, and a properly equipped bath-room should be supplied. 
The sexes are not separated, nor are the sane separated from the 
insane. 

The inmates are five in number, three women being insane. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

An insane woman, who has had hospital treatment, is boarded 
in a private family in a neighboring town at $13 a month, which 
is partly paid by her relatives. The case is well provided for. 

Greenwich. 
(Visited May 19, 1896.) 

The town has done very little in the way of repairs at this 
almshouse, although they are much needed. The farm is only 
slightly productive, and has little capacity for improvement. 
The inmates receive reasonably good care, but their surroundings 
are cheerless. There is no separation of the sexes or of the sane 
from the insane. 

There are three inmates, all men; one is a helpless idiot. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $275. Receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Groton. 

(Visited May 8, 1896.) 

Besides the painting of the exterior, no repairs have been 
made at this place since the last report. The interior is cheerless 
and dilapidated. The house is kept clean and orderly, chiefly 
through the assistance rendered by the inmates. Tramps are 
lodged in the wing, with the men. Complete separation of the 
sexes by night is secured by locking the women in their rooms. 
There is no attempt made to separate the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are seven in number, of whom one man and one 
woman are insane and one of each sex is feeble-minded. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $550. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Grovel AND. 
(Visited October 4, 1896.) 

The surroundings of this almshouse are unattractive, and the 
house itself has little to make it inviting, being old, poorly ar- j 

ranged and lacking in modern conveniences. The inmates are ; 
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well provided for and receive considerate care. There is no 
separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are five inmates, — all men, one being insane. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Hadley. 
(Visited Aagugt 8, 1896.) 

This almshouse remains unchanged, and continues under the 
same efficient management. There is need of bathing facilities 
and a better supply of heat. The sexes are not separated, or the 
sane from the insane. The water supply has been improved 
within the past year. 

There are five inmates, of whom one is insane. The combined 
salary of the warden and matron is $375. The Overseers of the 
Poor report, under date of October 24, that the adoption of a 
general supply of heat has been advocated for some time. 

Hanover. 

(Visited March 25, 1896.) 

Formerly an ordinary farmhouse, this place is not adapted to its 
present use. The sleeping quarters on the second floor, occupied 
by men, are rudely finished and cold in winter. There is a lack 
of bathing facilities, and no provision for separation of the sexes 
or of the sane from the insane. The house is kept clean and 
made as homelike as possible under the circumstances. 

There are eleven inmates, of whom three are insane. The 
combined salary of the warden and matron is $250. Receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Hanson. 

(Visited April 24, 1896.) 

This is an old, dilapidated building past repair, insufficiently 
heated, and without bathing facilities ; but withal kept neat and 
clean. The sexes are not separated or the sane from the insane. 

There are five inmates, of whom one man is idiotic. The com- 
bined salary of warden and matron is $225. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Hard WICK. 
(Visited June 2, 1896.) 

This almshouse is well situated, in good repair, and under good 
management. There is no structural provision for separation of 
the sexes, or of the sane from the insane. The method of heating 
is by stoves only. The warden has evinced an interest in the 
farm and is repaid by a good income. 

There are six inmates, two of whom are insane and two idiotic. 
The salary is $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report ac- 
knowledged, but no changes reported. 

Harvard. 
(Visited June 24, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated and has an attractive 
exterior. The interior is poorly furnished and shows the want of 
systematic housekeeping. It is insufficiently heated by stoves and 
lacks bathing facilities. There is fairly good structural provision 
for separation of the sexes, but they mingle more or less. Tramps 
are lodged in cellar and attic. 

There are six inmates, of whom three are idiotic. The salary 
paid for warden and matron is $400. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Harwich. 

(Visited October 21, 1896.) 

No Special changes have been made in this place, but it is well 
conducted, and kept in comparatively good repair. The bathing 
facilities are inadequate and heat is supplied by stoves. The 
sexes are well separated, but not the sane from the insane. 
The lodging room of an insane woman is not suitable. 

There are ten inmates, including two children, who are simple- 
minded. One inmate is insane and three are idiotic. The salary 
of the warden and matron is $250. The receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report was acknowledged, in which it was proposed to 
improve the drainage. 

Haverhill. 
(Visited October 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse, continuing under the same good management, 
is neat, clean, and orderly. The number of inmates has increased 
and the capacity of the house has been taxed to such an extent 
that the attics have been fitted up for dormitories. All modern 
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appliances are supplied. The sexes are well separated, but sane, 
insane, and criminals indiscriminately mingle. 

There are ninety-five inmates, of whom sixteen are insane, and 
twenty-one idiotic. The combined salary of the warden and 
matron is $1,200. 

Hawley. 

(Visited Jane 14, 1896. ) 

This almshouse has received some repairs during the past year 
improving its general appearance. It is heated by stoves, and 
bathing facilities are not provided. The sexes are separated by 
night. Tramps are lodged in the house, an objectionable arrange- 
ment. The water supply is not sufficient in dry seasons. 

The number of inmates is three, — no defectives. The com- 
bined salary of the warden and matron is $293.39. The Over- 
seers of the Poor acknowledged the receipt of the visitor's report, 
but did not suggest any changes. 

Heath. 

This almshouse has been closed and the place leased, as there 
were no paupers to be cared for here after April 1, 1896. 

HiNGHAM. 

(Visited February 12, 1896.) 

This almshouse is brick, in good repair and under good man- 
agement. There is structural provision for separation of the 
sexes, but none of sane from insane. It is well heated by steam, 
but bathing facilities are lacking. It is proposed to supply this 
deficiency in the near future. 

There are thirteen inmates, two idiotic and two insane. The 
salary is $720. The abstract of the visitor's report has been 
acknowledged and a proposition made to supply a bath-room. 

HOLBROOK. 
(Visited March 13, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are boarded in private families, at the 
rate of $3 per week. A feeble-minded man who has had hospital 
treatment, lives with his mother. 
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HOLDEN. 

(Visited October 2, 1896.) 

This almshouse is occupied by the poor of seven towns, viz. : 
Holden, Hubbardston, Oakham, Rutland, Westminster, Paxton, 
and Phillipston. It is known as the " Poor Farm Association." 
It is old and badly arranged, and does not well accommodate the 
large number of inmates. The house is inadequately heated by 
furnace, and is poorly equipped with means of escape in case of 
fire. The water supply is inadequate for daily consumption. The 
bath-tub, supplied by cold water only, is situated in' a general 
thoroughfare on the first floor. The water-closets are improperly 
placed. The sexes are not separated, or the sane from the 
insane. 

There are twenty inmates, of whom eight are insane and four 
feeble-minded. The combined salary of warden and matron is 
$575. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 



HOLLISTON. 
(Visited September 18, 1896.) 

This almshouse, known as the ^^ HoUiston Home ", is all that the 
name suggests. It is pleasantly situated near the village, in good 
repair, and kept neat and clean. Good bathing facilities are pro- 
vided, and it is well heated by steam. There is no separation of 
the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are twelve inmates, of whom two are insane and two 
idiotic, and two are children. $450 is paid for the services of 
warden and matron. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
acknowledged. 

HOLYOKE. 
(Visited Noyember 4, 1896.) 

This almshouse occupies a commanding site overlooking the 
Connecticut River. It is comparatively new, and the grounds 
about it still remain partly in the rough. An extension is being 
built to each wing, which it is proposed to have occupied by the 
insane now here and the mildly insane of the town at the State 
Hospitals. The general appearance is untidy and disorderly. 
There is a supply of all modern appliances. The sexes are sepa- 
rated, and there is a partial separation of the sane from the 
insane. The discipline is not good. 
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The inmates number eighty-eight, including four children. 
Twenty-eight are insane, and two are idiotic. There are three 
epileptics. The warden's salary is $540, and the matron's $420. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged. 



HOPKINTON. 

(Visited February 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated and has an attractive 
exterior, but its accommodations are inadequate for the large 
number of inmates. There is a lack of proper bathing facilities 
and a general want of repairing. The water-closets are badly 
placed, and a source of danger. The sexes are not separated nor 
are the sane from the insane. In-door help is insufficient, but the 
house is clean and orderly. 

There are seventeen inmates, including one child ; two women 
are insane, two men and one woman idiotic. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Hudson. 

(Visited July 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, in very good repair, and 
under efficient management. There are good bathing facilities and 
other modern appliances. There is no separation of the sexes, or 
of the sane from the insane. 

There are nine inmates, of Whom one man is insane. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $500. Overseers of the Poor ac- 
knowledged receipt of abstract of visitor's report, but proposed no 
changes. 

Ipswich. 

(Visited February 11, 1896 ) 

This almshouse continues under efficient management, and is in 
good condition. There has been some rearrangement of the parti- 
tions, increasing the convenience of the interior and facilitating 
escape in case of fire. The farm is productive and in a good state 
of cultivation. The sexes are separated, but the sane and the 
insane are allowed to mingle. 

There are thirteen inmates, of whom four men and two women 
are insane, and one man and two women feeble-minded. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $600. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Kingston. 
(Visited March 20, 189G.) 

Among the poor of this town who are boarded in private families 
is a feeble-minded, epileptic woman, who is cared for by relatives 
at $5 a week. She is well provided for. 

Lancaster. 

(Visited September 22, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found neat and orderly, in good repair, and 
in generally satisfactory condition. The management is eflflcient 
and the inmates are under careful supervision. There is complete 
separation of the sexes, but none of the sane from the insane. 

There are fourteen inmates, including three children. One man 
is insane, and two men, two women, and a boy are feeble-minded ; 
one woman and the boy being also epileptic. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, S600. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
acknowledged. 

Lawrence. 
(Visited September 9, 1896.) 

A new brick building for the pauper department is in process of 
erection, upon the completion of which the old wooden structure 
is to be torn down. It is intended to provide the new building 
with all modern conveniences. The department for the insane is 
orderly and clean, and the inmates were found comfortable. A 
considerable number of the women were employed in the sewiug 
room and in other work. The hospital has been greatly improved, 
and was found in excellent condition. There is complete separa- 
tion of the sexes, and the insane are oared for in a separate 
department. 

There are one hundred and thirtyrone inmates, including ten 
children. . Eleven men and forty-one women are insane and one 
woman is feeble-minded, and there is one epileptic. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $1,000. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Lee. 
(Visited July 23, 1896.) 

There have been no repairs and improvements at this almshouse 
since the last report, and the unfavorable conditions previously 
referred to are still existing. The house is unfit for an almshouse, 
and at the last annual meeting the town voted to purchase a farm 
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to build a new one on. The warden is also town sexton, and in 
addition has charge of the sluices and bridges on the highways. 
Two men sleep in a damp basement room, and the general state of 
dilapidation of the building is a barrier to good management. 

There is general separation of the sexes but not of the sane 
from the insane. 

There are seven inmates. One man and one woman are insane, 
and one man and two women feeble-minded. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. . 

An insane woman, who has had hospital treatment, is cared for 
in the home of her daughter in a neighboring town at S2.25 per 
week. 

Leicester. 
(Visited October 26, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found in its usual neat and clean condition, 
and under good management. Farming has been partially dis- 
continued and the dairy herd and farming tools have been sold. 
Milk and vegetables for household use will still be produced. A 
new system of sanitation has been placed here at the dictation of 
the Metropolitan Water Commission and is in satisfactory opera- 
tion. There is no provision for separating the sexes or of the 
sane from the insane. 

There are fourteen inmates, of whom three women are insane 
and two men feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and 
matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Lbnox. 

(Visited July 22, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are distributed in private families. One 
of them, a woman who has been insane many years, is cared for 
in the family of relatives at a cost of $2.50 per week. 

Leominster. 
(Visited Aagust 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents a very good appearance, and is in fair 
repair. The management is good and the inmates are well cared 
for. A system of hot water heating has been supplied since last 
year, and additional sleeping-rooms have been finished in the lower 
floor of the wing. The farm is productive. The sexes are sepa- 
rated, but the sane and insane associate. 
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Of the eleven inmates, three men and one woman are insane, and 
thtee men are feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and 
matron, $700. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowl- 
edged. 

Lexington. 
(Visited July 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse has been improved during the year by the addi- 
tion of steam heat. The house is inconveniently arranged and not 
adapted for its present use. Repairs are contemplated, and it is 
intended to provide a bath-room and new sanitary appliances. 
There is no separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates number five, all of whom are sane. The combined 
salary of warden and matron is $550, and they pay for the hire of 
a domestic. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged. 

Littleton. 
(Visited June 24, 1896.) 

There have been no changes at this almshouse during the past 
year. The drainage is still faulty and a menace to the health of 
the inmates. The housekeeping is inefficient. The sexes are not 
separated or the sane from the insane. 

There are five inmates, three of whom are children ; one woman 
is insane. Combined salary of warden and matron, $300. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged, and it is intended to 
remedy some existing defects. 

Lowell. 

(Visited November 13, 1896.) 

Very substantial improvements have been made at this alms- 
house during the past year. A new office has been fitted up and 
general improvements and renovations have been made in the ad- 
ministrative portion. A new kitchen and bakery are being built, 
and farther changes are contemplated. The old building that was 
occupied by the insane men has been torn down. The objection- 
able feature of indiscriminate association of the workhouse inmates 
with the general population still continues, and there are at this 
time seventy criminal inmates. There are twenty-one employes. 
Separate departments are maintained for the insane, and there is 
complete separation of the sexes. 

There are four hundred and nine inmates, including thirty-seven 
children. There are twenty-nine insane men, and seventy-five 
insane women ; two feeble-minded men, and two feeble-minded 
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women ; also four men and six women epileptic. Combined salary 
of warden and matron, $2,000. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Ludlow. 
(Visited May 22, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are chiefly supported in one family under 
a contract of $2 per week. There are at this time three persons so 
situated, — a man and his wife, who occupy a very comfortable 
room ; and an insane man, who has had hospital treatment, and is 
well cared for. 

Lunenburg. 
(Visited May 8, 1896.) 

The surroundings of this almshouse are very pleasant, the build- 
ings are attractive and in excellent repair, and a general condition 
of thrift is apparent. A bath-room is still needed, and there 
should also be improvements in the heating. There is no structural 
provision for separating the sexes or the sane from the insane. 

Of the eight inmates, four men are insane and two are feeble- 
minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, $400. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Lynn. 
(Visited October 12, 1896.) 

The new almshouse has been occupied during the year ; it is 
commodious and well built, and has been used with satisfaction. 
The arrangement of the culinary department is not wholly conven- 
ient, and its situation over the boiler-room is undesirable. The 
insane men still continue to occupy the old building, which is not 
well suited for its present use. Complete separation of the sexes 
is secured, and the insane men have separate apartments. No 
special provision is made for the insane women. 

There are eighty-eight inmates. Eighteen men and two women 
are insane, five men ind five women are feeble-minded, and one 
man and two women are epileptic. There are six small children. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $1,200. Receipt of ab- 
stract of report of visitor not acknowledged. 

Malden. 

(Visited February 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found, as usual, in an orderly condition. A 
good deal has been done in the way of repairs and improvements, 
— electric lights have been put in, and the laundry, kitchen, and 
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heating departments have also received additions to their equip- 
ment. The management is good and the house is clean and 
orderly. There is complete separation of the sexes, but no special 
provision is made for the insane, as it is not intended to keep any 
here. 

Of the thirty-seven inmates, one woman is insane and one epi- 
leptic, and one man is feeble-minded. There are ten children. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $700. The warden is 
also inspector of milk and provisions, for which he receives an 
additional $100. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Manchester. 
(Visited April 30, 1896.) 

This almshouse, which was originally built for a dwelling, is 
very antiquated, but it is in excellent repair and the inmates are 
made very comfortable. No provision is made for the separation 
of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are six inmates, all sane. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $275. Receipt of visitor's report acknowledged ; no 
comments. 

Mansfield. 
(Visited March 17, 1896.) 

This house continues in need of repairs and is lacking in modem 
conveniences. Some improvements have been made during the 
past year, and the tramp quarters have been removed from the 
almshouse proper to a detached building. Over three thousand 
tramps were lodged here last year. One aged woman is situated 
in a detached building distant from the house, and mostly pro- 
vides for herself. Complete separation of the sexes is secured at 
night, but the sane are not separated from the insane. 

There are seven inmates, of whom two women are feeble-minded. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

A feeble-minded man, who has been at the State School, is 
boarded with a relative, where he has good care. 

Marblehead. 

(Visited February 7, and April 13, 1896.) 

Since the last report this almshouse has had many and important 
repairs made, including thorough renovation of the detached build- 
ing occupied by the insane. Bath-rooms and water-closets of an 
improved pattern have been introduced and the whole building put 
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in good order. The main building has also been repaired to a 
lesser degree, and a decided improvement is manifest throughout. 
The Overseers and the newly appointed warden and matron are 
thoroughly alive to the needs of the town, and evidences of good 
management are everywhere apparent. The place is clean and 
orderly, and the inmates are receiving kind care and treatment. 
There is complete separation of the sexes and a partial one of the 
sane from the insane, the more violent and untidy cases of the 
latter class being lodged in the detached building. 

There are twenty-one inmates, including one child. Two are in- 
sane, and three feeble-minded. One of the latter, a feeble-minded 
man, who has for many years been practically confined to his room, 
is now taken out regularly for exercise in the open air, greatly to 
his improvement. 

Marion. 
(Visited March 11, 1896.) 

Most of the poor supported by this town are mentally defective. 
Among the latter is an insane man, who is boarded with relatives 
at $4t a week ; he has excellent care. A feeble-minded man, who 
is supported at the same rate, is with his father in an adjoining 
town. Although a troublesome case, and epileptic, he is reason- 
ably well provided for. 

Marlborough. 
(Visited July 16, 1896.) 

Some improvement has been made in the surroundings of this 
almshouse, but the house is not adapted to its present use, and a 
new building is much needed. There is objectionable overcrowd- 
ing, and the inmates who sleep in the attic are not properly pro- 
vided with means of escape in case of fire. The sexes are separated 
completely by night and partially by day. No separate provision 
is made for the insane. 

There are twenty-nine inmates, of whom six men and five women 
are insane, three men feeble-minded, and one is epileptic. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $750. The receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report was acknowledged, the Overseers reporting that 
suggestions made had been adopted. 

Marshfield. 
(Visited October 9, 1896.) 

One-half of this house has been shingled during the past year, 
but no other repairs have been made. A large number of fires are 
required to make it habitable in the winter season. The equip- 
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ment is generally faulty and deficient. There is no separation of 
the sexes and no special provision is made for the insane. 

There are five inmates, of whom one man is feeble-minded. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $250. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Mattapoisett. 
(Visited October 6, 1896.) 

This house, originally a farm dwelling, has a wing devoted to 
the use of inmates which is unsuited for the purpose. The sexes 
are not separated, and evils from this defect are apparent. There 
is no separation of the sane from the insane. 

There are four inmates : one is a feeble-minded man, and an- 
other a feeble-minded woman with her illegitimate child. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $350. Reply to receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report states the intention to make alterations 
and improvements, especially in regard to separation of the sexes. 

Matnard. 

(Visited July 7, 1896.) 

Better results would be reached in the care of the inmates of 
this almshouse if the whole of the building were devoted to alms- 
house purposes; as previously reported, one half is rented to a 
private family. There have been some renovations made during 
the past year, chiefly in paint and paper. There are no provisions 
for separating the sexes or the sane from the insane. 

There are seven inmates, including one infant, and one insane 
man. Combined salary of warden and matron, $350. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Medfield. 

(Visited September 28, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents a good appearance, and is found in its 
usually good condition. There is need of a bath-room, and better 
heating should be supplied. The sane and the insane are not sepa- 
rated, and the house does not provide for the complete separation 
of the sexes. 

There are four inmates, of whom one woman is feeble-minded. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $425. Receipt of ab- 
stract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Medford. 
(Visited Febrnary 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found in its usual good condition. The 
inmates are under good supervision and have satisfactory care. 
There is no provision made for separating the sexes or of the sane 
from the insane. (A subsequent visit shows that a new wing has 
been built which will give more efficient classification and provide 
for the removal of some of the insane from State hospitals. An 
insane woman has been removed to a State hospital.) 

The inmates number twenty-one, of whom one man is feeble- 
minded and one woman insane. Combined salary of warden and 
matron, S700. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowl- 
edged ; no comments. 

Medway. 

(Visited September 28, 1896.) 

This almshouse is much less attractive within than the exterior 
would indicate. It is poorly arranged, many of the rooms com- 
municate, and on the whole it is not well suited for its present use. 
A bath-room is needed, and there should be improved sanitation. 
The housekeeping is not wholly satisfactory. An excited insane 
woman, who is also epileptic, is kept closely confined in the wing. 
There is no farther separation of the sane from the insane and no 
separation of the sexes. 

There are fifteen inmates. Two men are insane and two feeble- 
minded and one woman is insane. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowl- 
edged ; no comments. 

Since this visit the excited woman has been committed to a 
State hospital. 

Merrimac. 

(Visited July 31, 1896.) 

Among the poor of this town who are supported in private 
families, is a feeble-minded man who is boarded with relatives, at 
63 per week, and an insane woman who is with relatives in Law- 
rence at $2 per week. Both have been in institutions : the man, 
who is blind, at Perkins Institute, and the woman at a State 
hospital. Both have good care. 

Methuen. 
(Visited February 20, 1896.) 
This house is generally lacking in modern conveniences, but is 
in good repair, and well managed. Heating is by stoves and 
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imperfect. There is partial separation of the sexes, but none of 
the sane from the insane. 

There are five inmates, including two children. One man is 
feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, $450. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

MiDDLEBOROUGH. 
(Visited October 22, 1896.) 

This almshouse is well kept, and, aside from needing renewal of 
paint, is in good repair. The basement rooms occupied by the 
mentally defective men are objectionable. The drainage is defec- 
tive. Complete separation of the sexes is secured except at meals. 
No separate provision is made for the insane. 

There are fifteen inmates, of whom two men and two women are 
insane, and two men and four women feeble-minded, one of the 
latter being also epileptic. Combined salary of warden and 
matron, $500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

MiLFORD. 
(Visited July 28, 1896.) 

There has been an improvement in the management of this alms- 
house during the past year : the sexes are separated, and there has 
been a general improvement in the interior of the house. There is 
a marked degree of over-crowding, and a large number of inmates 
would be in danger of injury in case of fire Some simple fire 
apparatus has been provided. Better sanitation is needed. No 
separate provision is made for the insane. 

The inmates number forty-one, among whom are one insane n^an, 
two insane women, and two children. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $600. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

MiLLBURY. 

(Visited July 20, 1896.) 

But little has been done in the way of repairs at this almshouse 
excepting what is absolutely necessary to keep it habitable.^ It is 
old and poorly arranged, and doe& not provide for the separation 
of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. It is kept clean and 
the inmates are as well cared for as can be expected with the lack 
of proper conveniences. 

Of the four inmates, one woman is insane. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 
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Milton. 
(Visited Angnst 13, 1896.) 

This place is in good condition, and the inmates are well cared 
for. The arrangement of the house is not good for its present use, 
and the detached building for men is objectionable. The well has 
been dry a portion of the year, during which time cistern water 
has been used. There is complete separation of the sexes, but no 
special provision is made for the insane. 

The inmates number seven. One woman is feeble-minded. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $500. Receipt of ab- 
stract of visitor's report acknowledged, and resignation of super- 
intendent and matron reported. 

MONSON. 
(Visited May 15, 1896.) 

No special repairs or improvements have been made here during 
the past year. The house is in good repair and is well kept. It 
still lacks a bath-room, and only stove heating is supplied. There 
is imperfect separation of the sexes and sane and insane are 
allowed to associate. The general management of the property 
has improved. An insane man has unattractive lodgings in an 
out-building. 

There are ten inmates, among whom are three insane men and 
two insane women, and one man and one woman feeble-minded. 
Combined salary, $600. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. - 

Montague. 
(Visited August 25, 1896.) 

This house is inadequate for the needs of the town, being poorly 
arranged and scantily furnished. Stoves are used for heating, and 
the danger from this source is emphasized by the death of an in- 
mate from asphyxiation in April. Tramps are lodged in a 
detached building, which is cared for by an inmate of the alms- 
house. There is no separation of the sexes, and none of the sane 
from the insane. 

There are eleven inmates, among whom are one insane woman, 
one feeble-minded man, one feeble-minded and epileptic woman, 
and one child. Combined salary of warden and matron, $350. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Monterey. 

(Visited July 21, 1896.) 

The poor of this town, outside the State hospitals, are sap- 
ported in private families. At present there are two so supported, 
— an epileptic feeble-minded man in the care of relatives in a 
neighboring town, and a feeble-minded woman, also outside the 
town limits. Both of these cases have good care, the man at $10 
a month, and the woman at $1.87 a week. 

Nantucket. 

(Visited July 15, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found in in its usual good condition, scrupu- 
lously clean and orderly throughout. The management of the 
almshouse and the general management of the poor of the town 
are very creditable. There is complete provision for separation 
of the sexes, but none of the sane from the insane. 

There are twenty-four inmates, including one child, seven of 
whom are insane, one is feeble-minded, and two have epilepsy. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Natick. 
(Visited January 17, 1896 ) 

Two visits have been made to this almshouse. As the result of 
criticisms regarding the condition of things at the first inspection, 
the town appropriated $10,000 for the erection of a new and 
modern almshouse, which is rapidly approaching completion. It 
is in close proximity to the old one, but on higher ground, and the 
appearance of the partially finished building indicates that it will 
be very satisfactory and a credit to the town. 

At the first visit there were present twenty inmates, including 
one child, one woman being insane, and one feeble-minded. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $600. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. • 

New Ashford. 
(Visited June 30, 1896.) 

Among the poor of this town, all of whom are supported in pri- 
vate families, is a feeble-minded woman who is farmed out by the 
town for her board and clothes. The case is disposed of by 
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aaction at the annual town meeting, and under the arrangement 
for this year the town receives a bonus of $25. As may be sup- 
posed, a good deal of work is exacted of the woman. 

New Bedford. 
(Visited September 20, 1896.) 

This almshouse, which is most advantageously situated, pre- 
senting a very pleasant appearance, is not up to the standard 
which should be maintained in an institution of this size and 
which the city has a right to expect. Although it provides for the 
separation of the sexes, there is no separate provision for the 
insane, who mingle more or less freely with the other inmates. It 
also contains the workhouse element, another most objectionable 
feature, which should be entirely eliminated. The main house is 
poorly arranged and might be improved by rearranging the interior. 
A different disposition should be made of some of the insane men, 
their present quarters being dark and unhealthy. The detached 
water-closets should be removed, and their places supplied with 
modern and sanitary appliances. Greater attention should be 
given to the care of the inmates and their surroundings. 

There are eighty-six inmates, of whom twenty-one are insane, 
and nine feeble-minded, and seven are children. Combined salary 
of warden and matron, $950. 

Newbury. 

(Visited April 7, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are boarded in private families, and among 
them are two harmless insane women in the same family, who 
were found reasonably well clothed and provided with sufficient 
food, but the one room which they occupy is very disorderly and 
dirty. An idiotic girl, referred to last year, is found in the same 
place as formerly, and no improvement has been made in her care. 

Newburyport. 

(Visited May 6, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues under efficient management, and its 
general condition is commendable. The sanitary appliances are 
good, and there is an efficient system of heating. The farm is 
productive, and furnishes occupation for a considerable number of 
the men. The most untidy inmates continue to occupy basement 
rooms. There is complete separation of the sexes, but none of the 
sane from the insane. 
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The inmates number forty, of whom four men and two women 
are insane, and six men are feeble-minded, one of the latter being 
also epileptic ; three are children. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $700. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

New Salem. 
(Visited June .3, 1896.) 

There have been no changes at this almshouse during the past 
year. It is in good repair, but entirely lacking in modern con- 
veniences. It provides for no separation of the sexes, and the 
insane are not separated from the sane. More careful attention to 
individual cases is desirable. 

There are three inmates, of whom one woman is insane. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $260. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Newton. 

(Visited July 30, 1896.) 

Some of the rooms at this almshouse have been renovated during 
the past year, and aside from more efficient sanitation little is re- 
quired to make the place satisfactory, no extensive repairs being 
required. An additional bath-room for women is still needed. 
There is no provision for complete separation of the sexes, but 
they are kept apart at night. Sane and insane associate. 

The inmates number nineteen, including one child. One man 
and three women are insane, and one man and two women are 
feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, $700. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged. 

North Adams. 
(Visited June 30, 1896.) 

No improvements have been made at this almshouse since last 
year. The construction is good and provides for complete sepa- 
ration of the sexes, but no separate provision is made for the 
insane. The housekeeping is open to criticism, there being a 
general lack of order and cleanliness. The proximity of the out- 
buildings is still an objectionable feature. 

There are nineteen inmates. Two men and two women are 
insane. Combined salary of warden and matron, $950. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

A feeble-minded woman, who has efficient care, is boarded with 
her mother in a neighboring town at $10 per month. An idiotic 
man is boarded in town and cared for by his sister. 
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Northampton. 
(Visited August 11, 1896.) 

Recent renovations have brought this almshouse into satisfac- 
tory condition, and the sanitary fixtures are in good order. Clean- 
liness and order prevail, and the inmates have good care and seem 
contented. The men and women occupy opposite wings, but there 
is no separation of sane and insane. The method of paying the 
warden and matron is not to be commended. Under the present 
arrangement, which has existed for several years, the warden 
receives $2.25 per week for inmates from Northampton and $2.50 
for boarders from other towns. 

There are twenty-seven inmates, one of whom is epileptic, 
three men and eleven women are insane, and one woman is 
feeble-minded ; two are children. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

North Andover. 

(Visited March 24, 1896.) 

There are no changes to report at this almshouse : it is found in 
good condition and is made homelike. The farm is productive. 
Separation of the sexes is secured, but the sane and the insane 
are allowed to mingle. 

There are six inmates, of whom one woman is insane, and two 
are feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, 
$500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

North Attleborough. 
(Visited February 18, 1896.) 

Criticisms based upon observations at the above visit have 
resulted in providing for a detached hospital building. The house 
and buildings are in good repair, and there is a well equipped 
kitchen with ample cold storage. The place is under efficient 
management, and provides for complete separation of the sexes, 
but there is no special provision for the insane. 

There are thirteen inmates. Two men are feeble-minded, one of 
whom is also epileptic, and there are two feeble-minded women. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $550. Receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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NOBTHBOROUGH . 
(Visited July 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse is poorly arranged and lacking in proper conven- 
iences. There have been no improvements within the past year, 
except minor ones in the way of painting and papering. The 
house is heated by stoves, and some portions of it are uncomfort- 
able in winter. There is no separation of the sexes and none of 
the sane from the insane. 

The inmates number three, all sane. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $350. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

NORTHBRIDGE. 
(Visited July 21, 1896.) 

This almshouse is under good management and the house is in 
satisfactory condition. No repairs or improvements have been 
made during the past year. There should be improvements in the 
sanitation, and the bath-room lacks water connection. There is 
no provision for separation of the sexes, and none of the sane 
from the insane. 

The inmates number six, all sane. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

North Brookfield. 

(Visited March 11, 1896.) 

The criticisms which have formerly been made on this almshouse 
are again emphasized. The house should be abandoned, being 
unfit for occupancy and past repair. It is kept clean and the 
management is as good as the difficulties of the situation permit. 
The farm has been made very productive under fertilization of the 
town sewage. The structural conditions permit of no separation 
of the sexes nor of classification of the inmates. 

The inmates are nine in number, including one child with its 
unwedded mother. One man is feeble-minded, and one woman 
insane. Combined salary of warden and matron, $450. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report has been acknowledged, and con- 
ference has been held with the Overseers relative to bringing the 
matter of building a new house before the town at the next annual 
meeting. 

An insane woman, formerly at a State Hospital, has excellent 
care in a private family in Westfield. 
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NORTHFIELD. 
(Visited April 24, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are situated in different private families. 
Most of them are boarded, by contract, at the rate of $2.50 a 
week ; but an idiotic man, for whose support $1.50 a week is paid, 
receives most of his clothes and part of his board from neighbors, 
for whom he runs errands and saws wood. The lodgings for this 
man are very objectionable. 

North Reading. 
(Visited March 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse is on the whole well kept, but the portion for- 
merly occupied by tramps and now used for general purposes was 
found much overheated from the stove which ib left to the care of 
an inmate, and the inmates who are kept here, and locked in their 
rooms, are in great danger from fire. The house lacks modern 
conveniences. Tramps are now lodged in a detached building, 
which was found in fair condition. There is no separation of 
sexes, and the sane and the insane are allowed to mingle. 

There are four inmates, including one insane woman, and one 
woman who is a dwarf and feeble-minded. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Norton. 
(Visited March 17, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, in a good state of repair, 
in good order, and well equipped. The water supply is deficient, 
and the well on the place failed a part of the year, so that water 
had to be brought from a neighboring farmhouse. The sexes are 
not separated, nor are the sane from the insane. 

The inmates are four in number, of whom one man is insane 
and one woman feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and 
matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowl- 
edged, and suggestions noted. 

NORWELL. 
(Visited October 9, 1896.) 

The good impression made by the exterior of this almshouse is 
dissipated by inspection of its interior, which is poorly arranged, 
unattractive, and unsuitable for its purposes. The situation in the 
centre of the town is undesirable, and a re-location in a more 
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retired place is recommended. The inmates are well cared for, 
and the condition of the house and its management is as good as 
the structural inconveniences permit. There is no classification of 
inmates. 

There are six inmates, of whom one of each sex is insane, 
and one man and one woman are feeble-minded. Combined salary 
of warden and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Orange. 
(Visited Jane 4, 1896.) 

This almshouse continues under good management and is clean 
and in good order. The situation is undesirable. There is no 
separation of the sexes, nor is there any provision for separate care 
of the insane. 

There are four inmates, of whom two women are insane, and one 
is feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, $400. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Oxford. 
(Visited September 15, 1896.) 

The sanitary conditions at this almshouse remain unsatisfactory, 
and the place is still lacking a bath-room. No repairs and im- 
provements have been made during the past year, and the too 
rigid system of economy which is generally apparent is not to be 
commended. There is complete separation of sexes by night, but 
no special provision for the insane. 

The inmates are twelve in number. One woman is insane and 
three men and two women feeble-minded. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
acknowledged, and Overseers report that alterations in the vaults 
and improvements at the barn have been made. 

An insane woman belonging to this town has good care in a pri- 
vate family in New Braintree at $2 a week. 

Palmer. 
(Visited May 14, 1896.) 

Changes and additions at this almshouse, formerly mentioned, 
have been completed and entire separation of the sexes is now 
secured. The new wing was cheaply constructed and is scarcely 
large enough for the present demands. The arrangement of the 
interior is not good. The housekeeping is subject to criticism, 
especially in the men's department. The balh-room is not used 
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and is very objectionably located in a passage way. A domestic 
should be employed^ No provision is made for separating the 
sane from the insane. 

There are twenty-six inmates. Four men and three women are 
insane and one of each sex feeble-minded. One child is here, cared 
for by his mother. Combined salary of warden and matron, $500. 
Eeceipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Pbabody. 

(Visited February 7, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found in its usual condition. It is clean and 
orderly, and the inmates are under good care. Eight paupers 
belonging to other towns are boarded here. The house is provided 
with modern conveniences. The farm is productive and furnishes 
employment for a considerable number of the men. The warden 
distributes supplies to the outside poor of the town from the alms- 
house stores. There is complete separation of the sexes, but the 
sane and insane are not separately provided for. 

The inmates number forty, among whom are four children. One 
inmate is insane and four are feeble-minded, one of the latter being 
also epileptic. The warden and matron are paid $600. Receipt 
of visitor's report acknowledged, and mention made of minor inte- 
rior repairs. 

Pembroke. 
(Visited April 24, 1896.) 

Farther improvements in the management of this almshouse are 
to be noted, but a higher standard is desirable. The construction 
of the building is a barrier to the best classification of inmates, 
several of the sleeping-rooms communicating with each other. 
Objectionable feather beds are used for most of the inmates. The 
sexes are completely separated by night, but no effort is made to 
separate the sane and insane. 

Among the inmates, who number seven, are one insane, one epi- 
leptic and two feeble-minded persons. The warden and matron 
are paid $350 per year. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

Pepperell. 

(Visited May 28, 1896.) 

But little has been done at this almshouse in the way of repairs 
during the last year. It is in good condition, however, although 
lacking in some modern appointments. The bath-room is of little 
use, not being supplied with water. Tramps are accommodated 
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in neat quarters in the attic, — an objectionable arrangement. The 
house is not arranged for separation of the sexes, but they are 
kept apart at night. The sane and insane associate. 

There are three inmates, of whom one is insane, and one feeble- 
minded. Warden and matron are paid $375. Reply to visitor's 
report states that a contract has been made for supplyiilg the bath- 
room with hot and cold water. 



Peru. 
(Visited July 21, 1896.) 

This town supports a helpless, deformed idiot in her mother's 
home at $1.50 a week. The case has as good care as can be given 
by the family in their squalid condition. More liberal provision 
should be made for this family. 

Petersham. 
(Visited May 30, 1896.) 

This almshouse is an old, poorly arranged structure, and but 
few repairs are made excepting such as are necessary to preserve the 
property. The water supply is in danger of contamination from 
the drains and vaults. No separation of the sexes is made, and 
none of the sane from the insane. 

There are three inmates, all mentally defective, two being insane, 
and one feeble-minded. The warden and matron are paid $400. 
No comments on visitor's report. 

PiTTSFIELD. 
(Visited October 20, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, and in many respects is 
well arranged. It provides a separate building for its insane, who 
are kindly treated. The general condition, while not up to the 
highest standard, is commendable, and the discipline, order and 
thrift shown are praiseworthy. The house provides for complete 
separation of the sexes. A new barn is building, which, when 
finished, will make the equipment very complete. 

There are forty-six inmates, including two children. Eighteen 
are insane and six feeble-minded. There is also one woman board- 
ing in a private family, who receives partial support from the town. 
The warden receives a salary of $600 per year. 
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Plymouth. 

(Visited April 23, 1896.) 

This almshouse is under good management and is in good con- 
dition. The inmates are well cared for. Complete separation of 
the sexes is secured, and a separate wing has been arranged for 
several insane of both sexes, but it has not yet been used for that 
purpose. 

There are tbirteen inmates. Two men are insane, one of them 
being also epileptic, and another inmate is feeble-minded. The 
warden and matron are paid $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. ^ 

Provincetown. 

(Visited October 20, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found in excellent condition and is a model 
of neatness and order. It lacks modern appliances, but the in- 
mates are provided with a good home and receive the best of care. 
No separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane is 
made. 

There are seven inmates. One man is feeble-minded and epi- 
leptic, and three women are also feeble-minded. The matron is 
paid $260. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowl- 
edged. 

QUINOY. 
(Visited January 20, 1896.) 

The almshouse here remains unchanged. No proper separation 
of the sexes is secured. There is a bath-room, but it is used by 
the inmates only as they choose. Heating and ventilation are 
good, and the house is clean and orderly. The premises have 
been improved by discontinuing the use of the front yard as a city 
dump, but the swill nuisance in the rear continues. There are 
accommodations for nearly twice the present number of inmates. 
The warden distributes supplies to the outside poor of the town 
from the almshouse stores. 

There are twelve inmates, of whom one man is insane. The 
warden and matron have a salary of $500. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Randolph. 

(Visited March 13, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found in a dirty, disorderly condition, show- 
ing a general lack of good management. There have been no 
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repairs since the last report except such renewals of paint and 
paper and similar minor interior renovations as have been made 
by the warden. The vaults continue as an objectionable feature, 
and should be re-located. A domestic should be employed. The 
house does not provide for effectual separation of the sexes, and 
the sane and the insane are allowed to associate. 

Of the eight inmates, two women are insane, and one man is 
feeble-minded. There is also an insane woman boarded here who 
has had hospital treatment. The case is a troublesome one, re- 
quiring almost entire seclusion, and her care occupies a large por- 
tion of the time of the matron. ' Salary of warden and matron, 
$500. The Overseers of the Poor acknowledge the receipt of visi- 
tor's report, and deny that there is ground for the criticisms made. 

Ratnham. 

(Visited Jane 22, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are supported in private families. A 
feeble-minded girl, thirteen years of age, also epileptic, is in a 
good home, where she is treated as one of the family. The town 
pays $3 a week for her support. 

Reading. 

(Visited March 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found in a good state of repair, and every 
portion of it is clean and orderly. Two men sleep in a rough 
attic room, occupying it by preference. There is no separation of 
the sexes, and the sane and the insane are allowed to mingle. 
There is one criminal inmate who is associated with the rest. 

There are six inmates, of whom two men are feeble-minded. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $500. Receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Since the above visit, charges of harsh treatment of inmates 
have been made against the warden, and a change of management 
has taken place. 

Rehoboth. 

(Visited September 24, 1896.) 

At this almshouse an improvement has been made in removing 
the tramps from the attic rooms to a detached building ; otherwise 
the place is found in the same condition as last year. Additional 
changes are very much needed. The interior is not cheerful, is 
poorly arranged, and in need of renovation. The drainage is very 
faulty, and a recent case of typhoid fever is undoubtedly due to 
contamination of the water supply from the privy vaults. The 
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sexes are associated, and there is no separate provision for mental 
cases. 

The inmates are seven in number, including two children. One 
of each sex is feeble-minded, one woman being also epileptic. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $350. Receipt of ab- 
stract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Rochester. 
(Visited October 6, 1896.) 

This town continues to use for an almshouse the olj], poorly 
arranged, and somewhat dilapidated building that has served for 
the purpose for many years. It is entirely without modern con- 
veniences, and is heated by stoves. There is a lack of good 
housekeeping-, although a reasonable degree of cleanliness is main- 
tained. There is no structural provision for separation of the 
sexes, and no separation of the sane from the insane. 

The inmates, four in number, including one child, are all 
defective. One insane woman is kept in close confinement most 
of the time. Two women are insane, and one of each sex is 
feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and matron, $200. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Rockland. 

(Visited March 25, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found in good repair, clean, and in good 
order. Since the last report, wiring of the house for electric 
lights has been completed, and the system is in good working 
order. At the last annual town meeting a committee was ap- 
pointed to report upon the enlargement of the house, with the view 
of providing for separation of the sexes, and making other im- 
provements. At the present time no separation is made, and the 
sane and the insane are also allowed to mingle. Tramps are 
accommodated in a detached building. 

The inmates are thirteen in number, two of whom are feeble- 
minded men. Combined salary of warden and matron*, $400. 
Reply of Overseers to visitor's report states that the committee 
referred to has not yet reported, and no changes in the house 
have been made. 

ROCKPORT. 
(Visited January 21, 1896.) 

Since the last report, city water has been introduced, but other- 
wise no repairs or improvements have been made at this almshouse. 
The place, however, was found in good order and well cared for. 
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Improvements in the bath-room are suggested : there is no set tub 
and no supply of hot and cold water. No effectual separation of 
the sexes is made, and the sane and the insane are in association. 
The inmates number seven. One of each sex is insane and 
three women are feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden 
and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

Salem. 
(Visited October 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse is well constructed, well arranged and in good 
preservation. In general it is clean and orderly. It provides for 
a complete separation of the sexes, and the insane are cared for 
in a separate building. The general management is excellent, 
and with a few changes and improvements, the almshouse would 
be all that could be desired. More attention should be paid to 
good housekeeping in the department occupied by insane men; 
The use of the outside water-closets on the men's side of the de- 
partment for paupers should be at once given up, and the objec- 
tionable buildings removed. Some minor repairs are also much 
needed upon the main building. The house has a most excellent 
situation, with plenty of pure, fresh air, and good opportunities for 
drainage. 

There are one hundred and nineteen inmates, of whom iSfty-two 
are insane, two feeble-minded, and four epileptic. Several chil- 
dren are present, — some with their mothers, and others for tem- 
porary relief. The warden and matron receive a salary of $800. 

Sandisfield. 
(Visited June 25, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and its poor are supported in pri- 
vate families. They are two in number, one of them in another 
town. One, a feeble-minded man, has insufficient care and 
accommodation, and the Overseers express their willingness to 
remove- him to a hospital or provide a better home. The other, 
also feeble-minded, lives with his mother and receives but indiffer- 
ent care. $2 per week is paid for his support. 

Sandwich. 
(Visited January 24, 1896.) 

The general condition of this almshouse remains the same as 
stated in the reports for many years. The hc^ase is old, poorly 
arranged, and inadequate for its present use. , A complete separa- 
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tion of the sexes is provided by night, but none during the day. 
There is no separation of the sane from the insane. There is a 
general appearance of order and cleanliness. The house is heated 
by stoves. It is necessary to lock several patients in their rooms, 
and, owing to the peculiar construction of the building, in case of 
fire there would inevitably be loss of life. A different method of 
heating should be adopted, and a bath-room should be furnished. 
The insane man, whom for so long a time it has been cohsidered 
necessary to keep apart by himself, now has entire freedom, assist- 
ing somewhat in work upon the farm. 

There are sixteen inmates, eleven of whom are insane, and one is 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive $800 a year. The 
Overseers of the Poor report, June 27, that no changes have been 
made. 

Saugus. 
(Visited March 23, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents its usual appearance, with the exception 
of an improved exterior, which has been recently painted. The 
interior is ill arranged, and the care which the house and inmates 
receive is poor. Dirt and disorder are found throughout. The 
use of the attic as a sleeping place for men should be abandoned, 
for in case of fire there is no exit from it except by the steep attic 
stairs. The room which serves the double purpose of a chamber 
and bath-room should be devoted entirely to the latter use, and hot 
and cold water supplied. There is no provision for separation of 
the sexes. 

There are six inmates, one of whom is insane, two are feeble- 
minded, and one is epileptic. The warden and matron receive 
$500. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 



Savoy. 
(Visited July 1, 1896.) 

This town sells the keeping of its poor to the lowest bidder. At 
present they are placed in two families. For the care of an insane 
woman and her idiotic daughter $229.50 per year is paid, with 
clothing in addition. One man, eighty-eight years old, is boarded 
and clothed by another family at a cost of $90 to the town. 
His general appearance and surroundings would indicate that the 
amount was entirely too small. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



154 LUNACY AND CHAEITY. [Jan. 

Seekokk. 
(Visited September 24, 1896.) 

There has been no change at this almshouse since the last report. 
The exterior presents a good appearance, and within order and 
cleanliness prevail. A bath-room should be put in, and heat 
should be supplied from a common source, either by furnace 
or steam. There is no provision for separation of the sexes. 

There are five inmates, two of whom are feeble-minded. The 
warden and matron receive $400 a year. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Sharon. 
(Visited April 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse is an ordinary country dwelling-house, without 
any of the characteristics of a modern almshouse. It is placed in 
an isolated spot, and lacks conveniences for good administration. 
A bath-room should be supplied, and a furnace would be an im- 
provement upon the present use of stoves. The place is kept 
clean and in an orderly condition. 

There are four inmates, one of whom is insane. TJhe warden 
and matron receive $275. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Sheffield. 
(Visited July 22, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and its poor are boarded in a pri- 
vate family, which is regarded as a substitute for the almshouse. 
$2.50 a week is paid for such cases as are sent here. They are 
lodged in an old frame building, which is dilapidated and cheer- 
less. The furniture, mostly town property, is old and poor. The 
inmates, however, seem contented, and probably are well supplied 
with food. Several cases are boarded in other families at a lower 
rate. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged. 

Shelburke. 
(Visited July 3, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and supports one feeble-minded 
man at an expense of $2.50 per week, besides clothing. He ap- 
parently receives good and suflScient food, but the condition of his 
room and bedding is one of dirt and disorder. 
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Sherborn. 
(Visited June 11, 1896.) 

This almshouse, which, in its old and dilapidated condition, has 
been so long a subject of criticism, is about to be replaced by a 
new one. Plans for this have been submitted to the Board and 
heartily approved. While it is to be regretted that a little larger 
sum could not be appropriated, so as to insure more ample accommo- 
dations, yet the town is to be congratulated that, upon the comple- 
tion of the building, it will have one of the best arranged almshouses 
in the State. There will be provision for the complete separation 
of the sexes, and, if necessary, of the sane from the insane. For 
ease of administration and economy of space, it will be a model 
building. 

The number of inmates now supported by the town is four, in- 
cluding one insane and one feeble-minded. The warden and matron 
receive $475. 

Shrewsbury. 

(Visited September 2, 1896.) 

This almshouse, as reported previously, is too old and dilapi- 
dated for its present use, and should either have extensive repairs 
or be replaced by a new building. The general condition is as 
good as could be expected under the circumstances. The old barn 
has been replaced by a new one. 

There are four inmates, one of whom is feeble-minded and one 
epileptic. The warden and matron receive a salary of $300. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Shutesburt. 
(Visited August 25, 1896 ) 

This almshouse is like an ordinary country farmhouse. It 
appears to be very well managed, and is kept in a clean and orderly 
condition. There is need of a bath-room with hot and cold water. 
The farm is quite productive, and supplies the house with good and 
suitable food. 

The inmates are five in number, of whom one is insane, four are 
feeble-minded, and two epileptic. The salary of the warden and 
matron is $225. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

Somerset. 

(Visited July 10, 1896.) 

No improvement has been made in this almshouse. It is still 
much in need of repair, and is cheerless and unattractive without 
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and within, and very cold in winter. Greater attention should be 
paid to good housekeeping, the lack of which is very apparent. 
A bath-room is needed. There is no provision for separation of 
the sexes. 

There are seven inmates, three of whom are insane and one is 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive a salary of $400. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

SOMERVILLE. 
(Visited August 15, 1896.) 

Two of the insane of this city are provided for at the homes of 
relatives, one in East Taunton and one in Maine. Both have 
satisfactory care. ^ 

SOUTHBOROUGH. 
(Visited August 29, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and its poor are supported in pri- 
vate families. There is at present but one, a feeble-minded man, 
who has a good home, and receives proper care and attention. 

SOUTHBRIDGE. 
(Visited September 16, 1896.) 

No changes have been made at this almshouse since the last re- 
port. The general management would not appear to be of the best, 
the house not being in that clean and orderly condition which is 
desirable. The bath-tub placed in a remote room, and never used, 
should be changed and properly fitted, and regular bathing en- 
forced. More attention should be paid to the condition of the 
water-closets, which were found neglected. A more wholesome 
and nutritious diet should be provided. There is provision for 
separation of the sexes, but not of the sane from the insane. 

There are fifteen inmates, four of whom are insane and one 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive a salary of $600. 

South Hadlet. 
(Visited November 3, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found in good order, well cared for, clean 
and tidy. A bath-room is much needed and should be immediately 
supplied. There is no provision for separation of the sexes. The 
custom of providing for tramps in the almshouse proper, as prac- 
tised here, should be abandoned, and such persons placed in some 
remote building. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



1897.1 PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 17. 157 

There are nine inmates, one of whom has epilepsy. They evi- 
dently receive good care. The warden and matron are paid $400 
a year. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

SOUTHWICK. 
(Visited June 26, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and the one charge of the town, 
an aged feeble-minded woman, is boarded in a private family, 
where she receives proper care and attention. 

Spencer. 
(Visited September 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse is a wooden building of two stories and two 
wings, pleasantly situated, in good condition, and under efficient 
management. Necessary repairs are made from time to time as 
occasion demands. There is no provision for separation of the 
sexes. 

There are nine inmates, four of whom are insane and one has 
epilepsy. The warden and matron receive a salary of $500 and 
the aid of two employes. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Springfield. 
(Visited November 4, 1896.) 

This almshouse is one of the best in the State. It is fitted 
throughout with every requirement for good administration and 
the care of its inmates. There is complete separation of the sexes, 
and the insane are well provided for in a building constructed 
specially for their use. All the inmates have the advantage of 
regular medical inspection, and the insane are provided with spe- 
cial attendants. The management is excellent. 

There are one hundred and eighty-two inmates, including ten 
children. Eighty are insane, two feeble-minded, and nine have 
epilepsy. The warden and matron receive a salary of $1,000. 
The Overseers report that no changes are contemplated at present. 

Sterling. 
(Visited September 22, 1896.) 

This almshouse is well managed, and kept in a clean and orderly 
condition, but it lacks some appliances, the most important of which 
is a bath-room, of which there is urgent need. There is no sepa- 
ration of the sexes, and a structural provision for this purpose 
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should be made. The farm is quite productive, yielding $1,300 
for the town in the past year. 

There are eight inmates, three of whom are insane and two 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive a salary of $564. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 



Stoneham. 
(Visited January 27, 1896.) 

This almshouse is a wooden structure of two stories with two 
wings, and is pleasantly situated. It is under good management, 
and is kept in a clean and orderly condition. It is provided with 
steam heat and a sufficient number of properly equipped bath- 
rooms and closets. A nutober of inmates sleep in the attic dormi- 
tories, and better means for escape in case of fire should be provided 
for them. There is a complete separation of the sexes, but none 
of the sane from the insane. 

There are ten inmates, two of whom are feeble-minded and one 
is epileptic. The warden and matron receive a salary of $500. 
Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Stoughton. 
(Visited March 13, 1896.) 

This old almshouse is still badly out of repair, and so ill adapted 
to its present use that it should be abandoned. It lacks a bath- 
room and fire escapes. In general it is kept in a clean and orderly 
condition, but a little more attention to details is desirable. The 
inmates are made as comfortable as the place will permit. There 
is no provision for separation of the sexes or of the sane from the 
insane. 

There are eight inmates, including one child. Two are insane 
and one idiotic. The warden and matron receive $500 a year. 
The Overseers report, July 11, that no change has been made. 

Stow. 
(Visited July 7, 1896.) 

This almshouse, although it is very old, is kept in fairly good 
repair, and the management is very efficient. The house is clean 
and orderly throughout, and the inmates receive very satisfactory 
care. Proper facilities for bathing should be added. 

The inmates are five in number, all women. There are no 
insane. The warden and matron receive $300 per year, besides 
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having the assistance of one man the entire year, and of another 
a portion of the year, for farm work. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 



Sturbuidge. 
(Visited September 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse, originally built for a tavern, is very old and 
dilapidated and very cold in winter. It should either be repaired, 
or replaced by a new building. It is kept in a clean and orderly 
condition, but its appearance would be much improved by new 
paper and paint. A bath-room is an urgent need. There is no 
provision for separation of the sexes or of the sane from the in- 
sane. The warden and matron receive a salary of $300. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

There are nine inmates, one a woman with an illegitimate child. 
One man is insane, and one man and two women are feeble-minded. 
Two of the inmates are boarders. 

Sudbury. 
(Visited July 7, 1896.) 

There has been no change at this almshouse since the last 
report, and it continues to be much in need of repairs. It is 
old and poorly arranged, not providing for any separation of 
the sexes. A bath-room should be iStted up and something done 
to make the place more comfortable and attractive. 

There are six inmates, one of whom is insane and four are 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive $375. Receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report acknowledged by Overseers of the 
Poor. 

Sutton. 

(Visited July 20, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, but is too small for the 
demands made upon it, and it is much overcrowded. An addi- 
tional wing should be built, which would give a proper separation 
of the sexes and lead to a much better classification than now 
exists, the present condition in this respect being very objection- 
able. Too little money appears to be allowed by the town for the 
support of the almshouse inmates. More help should be allowed 
the warden ^nd matron both for in-door and out-door work. 

The inmates are seventeen in number, many of whom are defec- 
tive mentally, and require much care at times. There are six 
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insane, seven feeble-minded, and one epileptic, among them. The 
warden and matron receive a salary of $600. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Swansea. 
(Visited July 10, 1896.) 

This almshouse, although it lacks a much needed bath-room and 
other conveniences, is well managed and provides satisfactorily for 
its inmates. 

There are four inmates, all mentally defective, two being in- 
sane and two feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive 
$375. 

Taunton. 
(Visited September 2, 1896.) 

This almshouse presents an attractive appearance, but is poorly 
arranged for its present use. Its general appearance is disorderly 
but fairly clean. There are a large number of infirm inmates, 
many being confined to their beds. The large attics used as dor- 
mitories are an objectionable feature in their present condition. 
There is provision for separation of the sexes, but none for sepa- 
ration of the sane from the insane. 

There are sixty-one inmates, including six children. Four are 
insane and two feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive a 
salary of $900. The Overseers of the Poor acknowledge receipt 
of abstract of visitor's report, and express themselves as fully alive 
to the situation, and the necessity for improvements. 

Templeton. 
(Visited August 27. 1896.) 

There have been no repairs at this almshouse since the last 
report. The equipment is poor, and the furnace does not heat it 
thoroughly. There is no supply of water for the bath-tub. Tramps 
are accommodated in the portion of the house devoted to men. 
General repairs, both exterior and interior, are needed. The man- 
agement is as good as the many structural inconveniences permit. 
Separation of the sexes by night is secured, but no special provi- 
sion is made for the insane. 

There are seven inmates, of whom two women are insane. 
Combined salary of warden and matron, $750. Receipt of ab- 
stract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Tewksburt. 
(Visited Jnne 22, 1896.) 

This almshouse is found in good order and under good manage- 
ment. The rooms are pleasant, the construction modern, and the 
inmates are provided with a comfortable home. Tramps are 
lodged in the basement, an arrangement which is objectionable. 
Complete separation of the sexes is made except at meals. Sane 
and insane are not separated. 

There are five inmates. Two men and one woman are insane, > 
and one woman is feeble-minded. Combined salary of warden and 
matron, $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowl- 
edged. 

Tolland. 
(Visited Jnne 25, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are boarded in private families. Among 
them, an idiotic woman is boarded with her father at $1.25 per 
week, and is well cared for. 

TOPSFIELD. 
(Visited July 31, 1896.) 

The outside of the buildings has been painted and blinds put on 
the house, and there has also been some renovation of the interior. 
Aside from these repairs no changes have been made since the last 
report. A bath-room is needed. There is no separation of the 
sexes and no separate provision is made for the insane. 

The inmates are five in number, all sane ; one is a child. Com- 
bined salary of warden and matron, $350. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

TOWNSEND. 
(Visited June 25, 1896.) 

Although entirely lacking in modern conveniences, this alms- 
house furnishes a comfortable home for its inmates, and the place 
is under good management. New floors have been laid since the 
last visit, but no other repairs have been made, although it is 
stated that improvements in the drainage are contemplated. The 
sexes, and the sane and insane, associate. 

The inmates are eight in number. One man and five women 
are insane, one woman is feeble-minded and epileptic. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $450. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 
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Truro. 
As this town has no poor, the almshouse has been closed. 

Ttngsborough. 
(YiBited May 1, 1896.) 

This almshouse is in an extreme state of dilapidation, open to 
the weather, and wholly unfit for habitation. The interior is clean 
but disorderly. Most of the rooms are used for storage of farm 
products. The farm is productive and forms the basis of a busi- 
ness arrangement for the town. The niggardly economy on the 
part of the town gives the warden and matron but little encourage- 
ment in their work, but the place is reasonably well managed in the 
face of many obstacles. 

There is but one inmate, a feeble-minded man. Combined salary 
of warden and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Ttringham. 
(Visited July 23, 1896.) 

The poor of this town are supported in private families. Among 
them are a feeble-minded woman and a feeble-minded girl, both 
well cared for, the former at $2 a week and the latter at $90 for 
the year. The precaution has been taken to put the girl in a retired 
country place. 

Upton. 
(Visited July 28, 1896.) 

This almshouse, built of wood, is new, but poorly arranged. It 
provides for no separation of the sexes or of the sane from the 
insane. There are good bathing facilities, and the house is well 
heated by a furnace. The sanitary arrangements are good, and 
the interior is clean and homelike. 

There are four inmates, none of whom are insane. Combined 
salary of warden and matron, $400. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

UXBRIDGB. 
(Visited July 21, 1896.) 

This place is in ordinary repair, but under poor management. 
There are no bathing facilities and the house is heated by stoves. 
By intelligent management the structural provisions might permit 
of good separation of the sexes at night, but at present this is not 
attempted. 
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There are eleven inmates, including one child. One woman is 
insane, and one man and one woman idiotic. Combined salary of 
warden and matron, $300. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report 
not acknowledged. 

Wakefield. 
(Visited January 24, 1896.) 

This almshouse has received some needed repairs within the past 
year. Steam heat has been introduced, and there are good bathing 
facilities, but some of the sanitary conditions are faulty. The 
. management is good, and special attention is paid to the farm, 
which yields a good income. The sexes are not separated or the 
sane from the insane. 

There are nine inmates, among whom are a brother and sister, 
and an illegitimate child of the latter, all feeble-minded. The 
salary paid is $650. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not 
acknowledged. 

Wales. 

(Visited May 20, 1896.) 

This town supports most of its poor who are not in State Hos- 
pitals in one family, at a weekly rate of $2 for each. There are 
three aged insane women so cared for who have had hospital 
treatment. Better care could doubtless be secured at a higher rate. 

Walpole. 
(Visited September 11, 1896.) 

This almshouse is past repair, but is kept as homelike as the 
condition of the building will permit. There is no bath-room, the 
house is heated by stoves, and the sanitary conditions are faulty. 
There is no separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are three inmates, of whom two are idiotic. The com- 
bined salary of warden and matron is $400. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Waltham. 
(Visited January 12, 1896.) 

This comparatively new almshouse is well arranged, and pro- 
vides good separation of the sexes and partial separation of the 
sane from the insane. It is supplied with all modern appliances, 
and is well kept. 

The number of inmates is thirty-seven, of whom eighteen are 
insane, two idiotic, and two epileptic. An insane woman who 
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ha8 had hospital treatment receives $100 from the city, with which, 
together with her earnings, she is able to maintain herself. The 
combined salary of warden and matron is $900. Receipt of 
abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 



Ware. 

(Visited May 18, 1896.) 

This almshouse is old, out of repair, lacks bathing facilities, 
and is heated by stoves. The sexes are not separated, nor is any 
provision made to separate the sane from the insane. The house 
is kept in good order, and the inmates are well cared for. 

There are eight inmates, all sane. An idiotic man is boarded by 
the town in a private family, and is well cared for. The warden's 
salary is $420. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Wareham. 
(Visited October 19, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated and in good repair, but 
lacks bathing facilities and is heated by stoves. There is partial 
separation of the sexes, but none of the sane from the insane. 

There are eight inmates, of whom two are idiotic and one epi- 
leptic. The warden's salary is $250. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Warren. 

(Visited May 20, 1896.) 

This almshouse is in good repair and is made homelike. It is 
steam heated, but lacks a good bath-room. The sexes are not 
separated, and the insane associate with the sane. The barns are 
in bad condition. 

There are eleven inmates, of whom two are idiotic, one of the 
latter a child. The warden's salary is $600. Receipt of abstract 
of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Warwick. 
(Visited June 4, 1898.) 

This almshouse, pleasantly situated, and in fair repair outside, 
is in a dilapidated condition within and poorly furnished. A part 
of it is In a disorderly condition. There is a lack of bathing facili- 
ties and other modern appliances. 
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There are three inmates, of whom one is insane and epileptic. 
The warden's salary is $325. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Watertown. 
(Visited January 28, 1896.) 

This almshouse has a pleasing exterior, but the interior shows 
cheapness of construction and is not kept in the best of order. It 
is well supplied with bath-rooms, is heated by steam, and has other 
modern appliances. There is good structural provision for sepa- 
ration of the sexes, but none for the separation of the sane from 
the insane. 

There are ten inmates, of whom two are insane and one is epi- 
leptic. The warden's salary is $500. The Overseers of the Poor 
acknowledged receipt of abstract of visitor's report, and stated 
that the condition of the almshouse was entirely satisfactory to 
themselves. 

Wayland. 

(Visited August 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse has been built but a few years, and was con- 
structed without any provision for separation of the sexes or of the 
sane from the insane. There is a bath-tub, but it is not supplied 
with hot or cold water. The house is neat and clean, but the bed- 
ding is poor. The water-closets are badly situated and poorly 
ventilated. 

There are four inmates, of whom one is insane. The warden's 
salary is $350. Receipt of abstract of visitor's report not ac- 
knowledged. 

Webster. 
(Visited September 15, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated and kept in fair repair, 
but is lacking in good bathing facilities and a method of general 
heating. It is kept neat and clean, but sufficient help is not pro- 
vided. There is no provision for separation of the sexes or of the 
sane from the insane. 

There are seventeen inmates, of whom two are insane and one 
is idiotic. The warden's salary is $600. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 
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Welleslet. 

(Visited January 29, 1896.) 

This almshoase has a pleasant outside appearance, but i^ not 
well adapted to its present use. There are bathing facilities and 
the house is well heated by a furnace. There is no provision made 
for separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

Of the eleven inmates, two belong to Needham. Three of the 
inmates are insane, and one is idiotic. There is one child,' with 
its mother. The warden receives $550. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Wendell. 

(Visited August 26, 1896.) 

This almshouse, which is a large, old-fashioned farmhouse, has 
had no change since last year, and is fairly clean and orderly. 
Two insane persons were removed to one of th^ lunatic hospitals 
at the request of this Board. The remaining inmates receive indif- 
ferent care, and a more efficient management is desirable. A 
difiPerent provision should be made for tramps, who are now 
lodged in the house. Complaint is made of an insufficient water 
supply. The location of the well is objectionable, as it is in a 
position to receive drainage from unwholesome sources. 

There are two inmates, both old men, one of whom is insane. 
The warden and matron receive a salary of $300 a year. 

Westborough. 
(Visited May 26, 1896.) 

This almshouse is very pleasantly situated, and appears to be 
efficiently managed. It is heated by steam, and the present ob- 
jectionable water-closets are soon to be replaced by modern and 
approved ones. There is provision for separation of the sexes, 
but none for separation of the sane from the insane. The rooms 
are comfortably furnished, and the food is good and abundant. 

There are fifteen inmates, of whom five are feeble-minded and 
two have epilepsy. The warden and matron receive a salary of 
$500. The Overseers of the Poor report, June 24, that the pro- 
posed repairs and improvements have been made. 

West Boylston. 
(Visited May 18, 1896.) 

This almshouse is pleasantly situated, and remains in the same 
satisfactory condition as at the time of the last report. It is kept 
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clean and orderly ; and althoagh it is lacking in some points, the 
few inmates who are sent here receive good care. A bath-room is 
needed, and a different method of disposing of tramps should be 
provided, and is said to be under consideration. The farm is 
quite productive, and, chiefly from its dairy, yielded the town 
$1,200 last year. 

There is at this time but one inmate, a feeble-minded woman. 
The warden and matron receive a salary of $500 per year. The 
Overseers report, under date of July 4, that no changes have 
been made. 

West Bridgewater. 
' (Visited Jane 23, 1896.) 

This almshouse, of comparatively recent construction, is pleas- 
antly situated, and in general appearance shows an improvement 
since the last inspection. It is heated by steam, has good sanitary 
appliances, is clean and orderly, and the inmates appear to receive 
good care. Separation of the sexes is provided for, but none of 
the sane from the insane. 

There are seven inmates, two of whom are insane and two 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive a salary of $375. 
Eeceipt of abstract of visitor's report not acknowledged. 

West Brookfield. 
(Visited May 20, 1896.) 

This almshouse, a comparatively new one, is constructed like an 
ordinary dwelling, and lacks some necessary appliances. A bath- 
room is especially needed, and bathing should be enforced. The 
house appears to be efficiently managed, and is kept in a clean and 
orderly condition. There is complete separation of the sexes at 
meals but not at other times. 

There are five inmates, one of whom is insane. The warden 
and matron receive a salary of $425. Receipt of abstract of 
visitor's report not acknowledged. 

Westfield. 
(Visited May 13, 1896.) 

This almshouse is very well situated, and in many respects 
affords good accommodations for its inmates. The place is in a 
clean and orderly condition, and the management is efficient and 
satisfactory. Provision for separation of the sexes is made, but 
none for the separation of the sane from the insane. The detached 
brick building in the rear is an objectionable feature, and the in- 
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mates who now occupy it should be provided with other and better 
accommodations. 

There are twenty-seven inmates, two of whom are insane, four 
feeble-minded, and one has epilepsy. The warden and matron 
receive a salary of $700, and have served here nearly fifteen years. 
The Overseers report that some of the improvements suggested 
are under consideration. 

Westford. 
(Visited June 24, 1896.) 

This almshouse is a brick structure of two stories, with one 
wing. It presents a good appearance upon the exterior and is 
kept in a clean and orderly condition within. It lacks a bath- 
room, and suitable fire escapes. The inmates apparently receive 
kind care and treatment and are furnished with a plentiful supply 
of food of good quality. 

There are eight inmates, two of whom are insane. Among the 
inmates are three old soldiers, who pay the town for their board. 
The warden and matron receive a salary of S450. The Overseers 
report, July 24, that no changes have been made. 



West Newbury. 
(Visited September 25, 1896.) 

There has been no change at this almshouse during the year. 
The construction is that of an ordinary dwelling house, and it 
would be improved by furnace heat and a bath-room, the latter 
being much needed. Bathing should be regular and should be 
enforced. The management is satidfactory. 

There are four inmates, one of whom is insane. The warden 
and matron receive a salary of $325. The Overseers of the Poor 
report, October 7, that no changes have been made. 



Weston.' 

(Visited Aagust 14, 1896.) 

This almshouse was found in bad condition. Nothing has been 
done in the way of repairs, and little or no interest is shown in 
management, the interior being disorderly and dirty. Repairs and 
improvements are much needed, including a bath-room, better 
drainage, and a new water supply. The farm is productive and 
yields a large revenue to the town. Additional help is needed in 
the house. 
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There are three inmates, one of whom is feeble-minded. The 
warden and matron receive $450 a year. The Overseers of the 
Poor report, October 6, that they intend to make needed repairs at 
an early date. 

Westport. 
(Visited October 6, 1896.) 

This almshouse is an old building, and arrangements are 
being made to improve its condition. Steam heat is to be added 
and also suitable bathing facilities, which are much needed. Addi- 
tional help in the house would greatly assist in maintaining the 
proper order and cleanliness, many of the inmates being demented 
and untidy, and requiring much time and attention. 

There are nine inmates, including one child: five of them are 
insane and three feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive 
$450 per year. The Overseers of the Poor report, November 2, 
that they propose making some changes. 

Weymouth. 
(Visited Feburary 12, 1896.) 

This almshouse is well situated, but is entirely too small for its 
present use, and lacks some structural provisions which are impor- 
tant in a house caring for so many inmates. At present it 
is much overcrowded. The separation of the sexes should be 
made complete at all times, to avoid such unfortunate results as 
have already followed from the present arrangement. There is 
no separation of the sane from the insane. The general man- 
agement is as good as could be expected under the existing 
conditions. 

There are thirty-six inmates, including two children. Five are 
insane and five feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive 
a salary of $850 per year. Overseers of the Poor acknowledge 
receipt of visitor's report. 

WiLBRAHAM. 
(Visited May 22, 1896.) 

This town fully supports but one person, — an aged insane 
woman, who lives at her old home under peculiar and unsuitable 
conditions, she being cared for by neighbors and an old man who 
lives with her. 
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Williamsburg. 

(Visited Aagust 6, 1896.) 

This town has no almshouse, and supports its one pauper in an . 
excellent family, where she receives every necessary care and 
attention. 

WiLLIAMSTOWN. 
(Visited June 30, 1896.) 

The buildings used for an almshouse here are two, — the main 
dwelling occupied by the warden's family, and a second occupied 
by inmates. The conditions upon which this place is managed are 
peculiar, the warden renting the farm from the town for $100 per 
year and receiving $2 per week for each inmate. The warden 
also has a blacksmith's and wheelwright's shop. There are no 
bathing facilities in the inmates' part, and whatever water is 
used by them has to be carried in pails. The condition of the 
buildings and their surroundings is not creditable. 

There are jQve inmates, one being feeble-minded. 

Wilmington. 

(Visited June 16, 1896.) 

This almshouse is kept in a clean and orderly condition, but a 
poor economy is manifested in an unwillingness to expend money 
for repairs or improvements. The only money allowed for repairs 
is derived from the sale of eggs produced on the place. There is 
no bath-room, and no provision for the separation of the sexes. 

There are but two inmates, one being feeble-minded. The 
warden and matron receive $375. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

WiNCHENDON. 

(Visited May 29, 1896.) 

This almshouse is in good state of repair except in regard to 
windows, which should be replaced by new ones. The house is 
kept clean and orderly, and is provided with steam heat, and a 
bath-room which is not sufficiently used. There is no provision 
for separation of the sexes or of the sane from the insane. 

There are nine inmates, two of whom are insane and one is 
feeble-minded. The warden and matron receive a salary of $800. 
The Overseers of the Poor report, June 25, their willingness to 
make needed changes. 
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WOBURN. 

(Visited Februarys, 1896.) 

As usual, this almshouse was found clean and in good order. 
The water-closets should be improved. The inmates being largely 
men addicted to in temperance,, five of them held under workhouse 
sentences, more rigid discipline is enforced than is usually neces- 
sary in almshouses. Farts of the basement are not suitable for 
occupancy, though needed for use. Separation of the sexes is 
very imperfect ; for the insane there is no provision. Little useful 
labor is furnished by the inmates. 

There are thirty-four inmates, one of whom is insane, and four 
are idiotic, one of the latter being also epileptic. A veteran warden 
is in charge, at a salary of $650. The Overseers acknowledge 
receipt of visitor's report, and state their desire to improve the 
present unsatisfactory condition which permits a mingling of pau- 
per and criminal elements. 

Worcester. 
(Visited October 28, 1896.) 

This large almshouse, among the best in the State, is well 
equipped for its purpose, and maintains a separate department for 
the care of its insane, of modern and improved construction ; it pro- 
vides also for the complete separation of the sexes. The efficient 
management is shown in the order and scrupulous cleanliness found 
in every department. Regular medical inspection is provided, and 
paid help, to the number of thirty, are employed, insuring all 
needed attention to the inmates. 

There are one hundred and eighty-one inmates, including six 
children, of whom eighty-four are insane, four feeble-minded, and 
three epileptic. The warden and matron receive a salary of 
82,000. 

WORTHINQTON. 
(Visited August 6, 1896.) 

This town supports two people in private families, — an insane 
woman boarding with a relative who receives $100 a year for her 
care, and a feeble-minded girl, for whom $2 a week is paid. Both 
receive satisfactory care and attention. 
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Wrentham. 

(Visited March 27, 1896.) 

A number of improvements have been made at this almshouse 
since the last report. Steam heat, a bath-room, a new windmill 
affording an excellent water supply, and an improved condition of 
the cellar, are among them. The management is not efficient, as 
shown in the dirty and disorderly condition of the house. Addi- 
tional help should be furnished. 

There are eleven inmates, including three children ; two of them 
are insane and two feeble-minded. The warden and matron re- 
ceive a salary of $300 per year. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Yarmouth. 
(Visited October 22, 1896.) 

This is an old almshouse, in fair repair, well kept, and home- 
like. There are no bathing facilities, and the house is heated by 
stoves. There is no separation of the sexes or of the sane from 
the insane. 

There are eight inmates, among whom are six idiotic persons, 
and a girl, three years of age, the daughter of one of the idiots. 
The place is in charge of a matron who has served here many 
years, and receives $300 salary. Receipt of abstract of visitor's 
report not acknowledged. 

Report of Special Visitor. 

I hereby submit a report of my investigation into the condition 
of the insane and feeble-minded in the care of the cities and towns 
of this State. This work, which was begun March 1, includes 
visits to 1,547 cases, distributed among 244 cities and towns, as 
shown by Tables 1 and 2. 

Although having organized institutions for the insane, the city 
of Boston has 93 defective cases in almshouse care, as shown by 
Table 3, and 80 of these are in association with the general popu- 
lation of their respective almshouses. These cases are in general 
well cared for and are either under medical management or subject 
to frequent medical visitation. The cases at the Marcella Street 
Home attend the schools with the other children. Those boarded 
out from this institution are in country homes, are generally well 
situated, and are visited regularly and frequently by the Superin- 
tendent of the Home and by a visitor from the Institutions Depart- 
ment of the city. 
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In 995 cases in cities and towns where no separate departments 
for the insane are maintained at the almshouses, individual case 
histories have been written. The previous history of many of 
these cases it has been impossible to obtain, but the prominent 
points in such information as was obtainable are set forth in 
Table 4. 

Of the 595 insane cases included in this table, 292 have had 
hospital treatment ; and it will be observed that 250 of these have 
been removed from the hospitals by the Overseers of the Poor. 
The cost to the towns of maintaining patients at the State hos- 
pitals is $3.25 per week, while the average weekly cost of main- 
tenance of almshouse inmates for last year was $2.46 per capita. 
This difference of $0.79 in per capita support has been the stimulus 
for the removal of most of these cases from hospital treatment to 
the inferior care of the almshouses. As a rule, the provision made 
for these cases is sufficient to insure reasonable care. They are fed, 
lodged, and clothed with general sufficiency, but medical supervision 
is practically entirely lacking, and in many of the cases emergencies 
may be expected that medical custody would anticipate, and either 
avert or properly provide for. There is a general failure to supply 
for these cases the discipline in regular habits that is regarded as 
so valuable at the asylums for the chronic insane, and while 562 
of the cases visited are found able to work, the work which they 
actually perform is in many cases very insignificant ; and in many 
of the cases of women it amounts only to making a bed daily or 
the occasional sweeping of a room. But few of the class under 
consideration can be expected to be competent to carry on any 
kind of work independently, and the resources of the almshouses 
do not permit of the employment of sufficient attendants to super- 
vise the performance of organized occupation. 

It will be noticed by reference to Table 2 that seven cities 
beside Boston maintain separate departments for their insane in 
connection with their almshouses ; 459 insane and feeble-minded 
persons were found so provided ¥or. A better organization is 
maintained in this separate provision than is reached in the ordi- 
nary almshouse, and the mentally defective are under better dis- 
cipline, and in general are better cared for, than they are in the 
cities and towns where no organized departments for the insane 
are maintained. These institutions have an organization inferior 
to State institutions ; only a few persons are employed, and in but 
few of them is there any systematic employment of the inmates. 

It has been gratifying to observe the evidences of improvement 
in the methods of caring for the insane. In many almshouses 
there are still to be found strong cages that were formerly used 
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for the close confinement of insane inmates. These have almost 
wholly gone into disuse, and but a small number of cases are sub- 
ject to restraint or confinement. The latter number 51 altogether, 
as shown by Table 4. In but few of these is mechanical restraint 
resorted to, and in most cases where seclusion is required it is re- 
sorted to only in emergencies and employed for but short periods. 

Illustrating what may be accomplished under intelligent man- 
agement, I may cite the case of an insane man who was removed 
by the Overseers of the Poor from a State hospital to the town 
almshouse, where he had been kept for many years in apartments 
specially provided for his custody, and from which he was never 
allowed to go. Under a change of wardens, this man was in a 
few weeks enjoying the usual liberties of the almshouse premises, 
and, at his own solicitation, he was made a regular and intelligent 
worker on the farm. 

In several cases Vhere defective persons have been found improp- 
erly cared for, committals to State hospitals have been required, and 
the disposition of other cases is still pending. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lowell F. Wentwobth. 



Table I. — Number of Cases Visited^ with Residence^ Situation 
and Classification^ in Cities and Towns having no Separate 
Provision for Insane. 









In Almshousbs. 


In Families. 




TOWNS. 


IN8ANB. 


IDIOnO AND 
IMBBCILB. 


INSANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBCILB. 




i 


1 


1 


1 


1 


& 


i 


i 

1 


H 


Ablngton, 
Acton, . 
Adams, . 
Agawam, 
Amesbary, 
Amherst, 
Andover, 
Arlington, 
Ashbnmham, 
Ashby, . . 
Ashland, 
Athol, . 






2 
2 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
2 

4 
2 

1 

1 


1 

8 


1 


- 


1 
1 
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1 
2 
2 
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Table I. — Continued. 









In Almshousbs. 


In Familibb. 




TOWNS. 


INSANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBOILB. 


INSANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBOILB. 




i 


I' 


1 


1 


s 

1 


& 


1 


1 

1 


1 


AtUeborough, 




- 


- 


2 


. 


. 


- 


. 


. 


2 


Ayer. . 






1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2» 


BarOstable, 






- 


1 


1 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Barre, . 






1 


- 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 




Becket, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 




Bedford, . 






1 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


. 




Belchertown, 






1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Bellingham, 






- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Berkley, . 






1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Berlin, . . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 




Beverly, . 






6 


6 


4 


8 


- 


- 


- 


. 


18 


Blllerica, 






8 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




BJackstone, 






2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. - 


- 




Blandford, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Bolton, . 






- 


. 1 


4 


. 


- 


- 


. 


. 




Bozford, . 






- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


• 


- 




Boylston, 






1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


. 


- 


. 




Braintree» 






- 


1 


■ - 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Brewster, 






- 


- 


8 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Bridgewater, 






2 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Brimfield, 






8 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Brockton, 






6 


7 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


18 


Brookfield, 






- 


8 


- 


1 


- 


- 


• - 


- 




Backland, 






2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Burlington, 






- 


- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Cambridge, 






8 


20 


1 


2 


- 


- 


1 


- 


27 


Canton, . 






1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. 


2 


Carlisle, . 






- 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


. 


- 




Charlemont, 






- 


- 


- 


• 


- 


1 


. 


1 




Charlton, . 






1 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


. 




Chatham, 






1 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


. 


. 




Chelmsford, 






8 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


. 




Cheshire, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 




Chesterfield, 






- 


- 


- 


" 


- 


- 


1 


- 
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Table I. — Continued. 







In ALM8HOU8E8 


1. 


In Families. 




TOWNS. 


IN8ANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE. 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE. 




1 


& 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


& 


1 


Chlcopee, 




8 


5 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


OllQton, . . 




• 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Gohasset, 






2 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 


Conway, . 




- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


CammingtOD, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


1 


3 


Dalton, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


1 


Dana, 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Dartmouth, . 




1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Dedham, . • 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 




- 


1 


Deerfield, . 




1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


8 


Dennis, . . 




- 


- 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Donglas, . 




- 


- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


3 


Dracat, . 




1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Dudley, . 




1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Duxbury, 




- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Bast Bridgewater, 




- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Bastham, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


Bastbampton, , 




1 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


6 


Baston, . 




2 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 


Bdgartown, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


Bgremont, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


Bnfield, . . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


1 


2 


Bssex, . 




2^ 


1 


1 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


7 


Falrbaven, • . 




2 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Fall River, . 




1 


9 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


12 


Falmouth, 




2 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


4 


Fitchburg, 




10 


11 


4 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


26 


Framingham, . 




1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Franklin, 




- 


1 


1 


- 




- 


- 


- 


2 


Freetown, • 




- 


- 


1 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 


Gardner, 




2 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 


Georgetown, . 




2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Gloucester, . 




6 


5 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


14 


Grafton, . . 




- 


- 


1 


1 


- 


3 


- 


- 


4 
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Table I. — Continued. 







Is Almshouses. 


In Families. 




TOWNS. 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE. 




i 

I 


£ 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1^ 


& 


1 


Granby, . 




" 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Granville, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


- 




Great Barrlngton, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


2 


- 


2 




Greenfield, , 




- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Greenwich, . 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




GrotOD, . 




1 


2 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Groveland, . 




1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Hanover, 




1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Hanson, . 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Hardwick, . 




8 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Harvard, . 




- 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Harwich, 




- 


1 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Haverhill, . 




9 


7 


9 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


29 


Hingham, 




- 


2 


- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Holbrook, 




-. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Holden, . • . 




1 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




HoIIlston, 




- 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Holyoke, 




11 


20 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


82 


Hopedale, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 




Hopkinton, . 




- 


2 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Hubbardston, 




- 


- 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Hudson, . 




1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Ipswich, . . ' 




4 


2 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Kingston, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


^ 


- 


1 




Lancaster, 




1 


- 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Lee, ... 




1 


1 


1 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Leicester, 




- 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Lenox, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Leominster, . 




8 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Littleton, 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Lndlow, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 




Lunenburg, . 




4 


-' 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Maiden, . . . 




- 


- 


1 


- 


*- 


- 




- 




Mansfield, . 




- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


1 


- 
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Table I. — Continued. 







In Almshodsbs. | 


In Families. 




TOWNS. 


IN BANS. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBSOILE. 


INSANE. ' 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE. 




i 


i 

a 
& 


i 


es 

a 
& 


1 


5 

1 


s 

1 


1 


1 


Marblehead, . . . 


2 


2 


2 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


9 


Marlon, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


2 


Marlborough, . 




7 


8 


4 


2 


- 


- 


1 


- 


17 


Mattapoisett, . 




- 


1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Maynard, 




1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Medford, . . 




1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Medway, 




1 


2 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Merrlmao, 




- 


. - 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


_ 




Methnen, 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


* 




Mlddleborongh, . 




1 


1 


1 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Mllford. . . , 




2 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Mlllbnry. 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Milton, . . . 




- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Monson, . 




8 


1 


1 


2 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Montague, 




- 


- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Monterey, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Nantucket, . 




8 


1 


1 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Natlck, . 




- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




New ABhford, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


,- 


1 




New Bedford, 




10 


11 


4 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


80 


New Marlborough, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




New Salem, . 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Newbury, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


1 




Newburyport, 




6 


1 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


11 


Newton, . 




1 


8 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




North Adams, 




8 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 




North Andover, 




2 


- 


- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 




North Attleboroug 


h, . 


- 


- 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




North Brookfield, 




1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 




North Reading, 




1 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Northampton, 




2 


18 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


18 


Northborough, 




1 


- 


- 


■ - 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Northfield, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Norton, . 




1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Norwell, . 




1 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


4 
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Table I. — Continued. 









In Almshodsbs. 


In Familibs. 




TOWNS. 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBOILE. 


IN8AN1. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE. 




i 


1 


i 


1 

a 




1 

& 


1 


1 
1 


1 


Oakham, 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


. 


- 


2 


Orange, . 






- 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Oxford, . 






- 


1 


4 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Palmer, . 






4 


8 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Paxton, . 






- 


- 


- 


I 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Peabody, 






1 


2 


3 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Pembroke, 






- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Pepperell, 






- 


1 


1 


- 


,- 


- 


- 


- 




Peru, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Petersham, 






2 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




PhUlipeton, 






- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Pittefield, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Plymoatb, 






1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




ProTincetowD, 






- 


- 


- 


8 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Quincy, . 






2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Randolph, 






- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Raynham, 






- 


- 


- 


" 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Reading, . 






1 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Behoboth, 






- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Rochester, 






1 


2 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Rockland, 






- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Rockport, 






2 


- 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Rowley, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 




Sandisfield, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 




Sandwich, 






6 


6 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


14 


Sangns, . 






2 


- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Savoy, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




1 




Seekonk, 






1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Sheffield, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


. 


- 




Shelbnrne, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


» 




Sherbom, 






- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


• 


» 




Shrewsbury, . 






- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Shutcsbnry, . 






- 


2 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Somerset, 






1 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. 




Somerville, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 
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Table I. — Continued. 










In Almshouses. 


In Familibs. 




TOWNS. 


IN8ANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBOILB. 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBOILB. 






s 

& 


1 


1 
1 


1 


1 
1 


8 


i 

1 


1 


Soiiihboroiigh, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Soiithbridge» 






2 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




South wick, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Spencer, . 






8 


2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Sterling, . 






1 


1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Stoneham, 






- 


1 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Stonghton, 






8 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Stow, . 






- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Sturbrldge, 






2 


1 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Sudbury, 






- 


1 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Sutton, . 






2 


4 


6 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


13 


Swanzey, 






- 


2 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Taunton, 






8 


2 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 






Templeton, 






1 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Tewkabury, 






8 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Tolland, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 




Townsend, 






2 


4 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 






, 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Tyringham, 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 


Uxbrldge, 






- 


1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Wakefield, 






- 


- 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 




8 


Wales, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


- 




8 


Walpole, 






- 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Waltham, 






8 


9 


1 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


20 


Ware, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Wareham, 






1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Warren, . 






1 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Warwick, 






2 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Watertown, 






1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Wayland, 






1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Webster, 






1 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Wellesley, 






- 


8 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Wendell, 






1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




West Boylston, 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




West Brldgewater, 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 
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Table I. — Concluded. 







In Almbhoubbs. 


In Families. 




TOWNS. 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBCILlB. 


INSANE. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBECILE 




i 

OS 


1 

1 


i 


i 

a 
& 


i 

1^ 


1 


1 


1 

a 
& 


H 


West Brookfleld, . 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




West Newbury, 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Westborongh, 




- 


- 


3 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Weetfleld, 




1 


4 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Weatford, 




2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




WestmiDBter, . 




1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Westport, 




1 


4 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Weymouth, . 




4 


1 


4 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


11 


Wilbraham, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Williamsburg, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Williamstown, 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Wilmiugton, . 




- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Winchendon, . 




1 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Wobum, 




1 


2 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Worthington, . 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


1 




Wrentham, . 




- 


4 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Yarmouth, 




1 


1 


1 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Total, 




246 


307 


179 


170 


10 


32 


23 


28 


995 









SUMMARY BY 


COUNTIES. 










Barnstable, 






10 


9 


10 


21 


- 


- 


1 




52 


Berkshire, 






4 


3 


2 


3 


3 


7 


5 


14 


41 


Bristol, . 






24 


34 


18 


'20 


- 


. 


1 




98 


Dukes, . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




1 


Essex, . 






47 


33 


32 


28 


- 


5 


1 




142 


Franklin, 






6 


12 


6 


4 


- 


2 


3 




38 


Hampden, 






25 


35 


4 


5 


1 


5 


2 




80 


Hampshire, 






4 


19 


3 


2 


- 


4 


3 




39 


Middlesex, 






46 


63 


34 


32 


1 


1 


2 




180 


Nantucket, 






3 


1 


1 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


Norfolk, . 






11 


20 


16 


10 


1 


- 


2 


- 


60 


Plymouth, 






14 


24 


10 


18 


1 


1 


1 


1 


65 


Suffolk. . 






- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Worcester, 






52 


54 


44 


34 


3 


7 


2 


- 


196 


Total, 






246 


307 


179 


170 


10 


32 


23 


28 


995 
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Table II. — Insane^ Idiots and Imbeciles in Cities which main- 
tain Separate Departments for the Insane. 











In Almshoubbs. 


In Familibs. | 




TOWNS. 


INBANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBCILB. 


INBANB. 


IDIOTIC AMD 
IMBBCILB. 




• 


i 


1 


1 


1 


1 
1 


i 


1 

1 


i 


Boston, . 
Lawrence, 
LoweU, . 
Lynn, 
Pittsfleld, 
Salem, . 
Springfield, 
Worcester, 








15 
18 
30 
17 
12 
21 
84 
34 
181 


85 
44 

68 
2 
6 
31 
42 
60 
278 


21 

1 
1 
5 
4 
8 
2 
6 


9 
1 
3 
5 
2 
7 
4 
2 


- 


- 


8 


5 


93 
64 
102 
29 
24 
67 
82 
91 


Total, 


47 


38 


- 


- 


8 


5 


552 



Table III. — Insane^ Idiots and Imbeciles maintained by Alms- 
houses in Boston, 





In Almbhodsbs. 


In Familibb. 






INBANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBCILB. 


INBANB. 


IDIOTIC AND 
IMBBCILB. 






1 


J 


J 
1 


■ 
eS 

1 


J 

eS 
1^ 


1 

1 


i 

eS 


1 
1 


3 


Long Island Almshouse, 
Charlestown Almshouse, 
Marcella Street Home, . 


11 

4 


21 
14 


9 
1 
11 


3 

1 
6 


" 


- 


8 


5 


44 
20 
20 


Total, 


15 


35 


21 


9 


- 


- 


8 


5 


93 
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Table IV. — Table showing Situation, Classification and Con- 
dition of Insane, Idiots and Imbeciles in Cities and Towns 
which maintain no Separate Departments for Insane. 



- 


INSANB. 


Idiotic and 
Imbecile. 






1 


i 
1 


i 


1 


Total. 


In almshonses, 


246 


307 


179 


168 


900 


In private families, 


10 


32 


23 


30 


95 


American born, 


96 


106 


186 


187 


575 


Foreign bom 


67 


129 


12 


7 


205 


f Less than 1 year, . 


6 


7 


- 


- 


13 


Duration of disease, << Prom 1 to 6 years. 


72 


68 


- 


- 


140 


[ More than 5 years, 


169 


266 


- 


- 


435 


Disease congenital, 


- 


- 


153 


168 


321 


Disease acquired, 


- 


- 


41 


33 


74 


Heredity traced or probable, .... 


44 


56 


80 


92 


272 


Have had hospital treatment 


130 


162 


10 


9 


311 


Removed from hospitals by Overseers of Poor, 


112 


138 


7 


9 


266 


Been in schools or reformatory institions, 


- 


- 


17 


16 


33 


Present Condition, 












Able to work 


189 


185 


122 


116 


662 


Epileptic 


12 


20 


26 


17 


75 


Paralytic, 


16 


18 


7 


9 


60 


Violent or noisy, 


29 


82 


23 


24 


168 


Of uncleanly habits 


49 


49 


57 


42 


197 


Requiring restraint or seclusion, 


13 


26 


9 


3 


81 


Properly cared for, 


218 


306 


166 


160 


860 


Improperly cared for, 


38 


33 


36 


38 


145 


A. Air space at night less than 500 cubic feet, 


28 


24 


27 


26 


105 


B. Bedding and clothing unsuitable or unclean, 


20 


13 


21 


14 


68 


C. Food unsuitable or improperly served, . 


4 


6 


6 


7 


22 . 
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Relief of Small Towns in the Support of their 

Insane. 

Under the Act of 1892, providing that towns having a 
taxable valuation of less than $500,000 may be partly or 
wholly reimbursed for the support of their insane in the 
State Hospitals, forty-seven towns, viz. : Becket, Berlin, 
Bernardston, Boxborough, Charlemont, Chesterfield, Cum- 
mington, Erving, Florida, Granby, Granville, Greenwich, 
Halifax, Hampden, Heath, Holland, Leverett, Leyden, 
Mashpee, Middlefield, Monroe, Monterey, Montgomery, 
New Salem, Pelham, Peru, Phillipston, Plainfield, Prescott, 
Richmond, Rowe, Sandisfield, Savoy, Shutesbury, Sunder- 
land, Tolland, Truro, Tyngsborough, Tyringham, Wales, 
Warwick, Washington, Wendell, Westhampton, Whately, 
Windsor, and Worthington, are now receiving relief in this 
way. The law leaves it to the Governor and Council to 
determine what proportion of the expense incurred shall be 
reimbursed ; and, by their ruling, all towns having a valua- 
tion of less than $200,000 are allowed their expenses in full, 
while the amount repaid for those of a higher valuation 
varies according to considerations both of valuation and of 
tax-rate. The whole sum actually paid back to the towns 
during the last official year was $10,578.94, as against 
$7,935.63 the previous year, $6,552.13 two years ago, and 
$4,825.75 three years ago. 



The Board's Finances. 

The following table shows the Legislative appropriations 
for expenses under the direction of the Board for the cal- 
endar year 1895, the expenses for the same year, the appro- 
priations for the year 1896, and the estimates for the year 
1897. The expenses for the year 1896 are not completed, 
and cannot now be given, but excepting in the cases of the 
care and maintenance of indigent and neglected children, and 
the support of pauper infants, they will probably not exceed 
the appropriations. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



1897.] 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 17. 



185 



Appro- 
priations. 
1895. 



BxpenBOB. 
1895. 



Appro- 
priations. 
1896. 



Estimates. 
1897. 



Expenses of the Board, including 
trarellinK and other expenses of 
the members, and salaries and ex- 
penses in the Office of the Clerk 
and Auditor 

Salaries and expenses in the Depart- 
ment of In-Door Poor, . 

Salaries and expenses in the Depart- 
ment of Out-Door Poor, . 

Salaries and expenses in the Depart- 
ment of Inspector of Institutions, . 

Travelling and other necessary ex- 
penses of Auxiliary Visitors, . 

Transportation of State Paupers, 

Support and relief of State Paupers 
in State Lunatic Hospitals and Asy- 
lums, and of State lunatic paupers 
boarded in families, and reimburse- 
ment of towns for paupers sup- 
ported in State Lunatic Hospitals, 
etc 

Expenses attending the management 
of cases of settlement and bastardy. 

Care and maintenance of indigent 
and neglected children and juvenile 
offenders, 

Education and instruction in public 
schools of Indigent and neglected 
children and juvenile offenders, . 

Support of State paupers in th^ Mas- 
sachusetts School for the Feeble- 
minded, and the Hospital Cottages 
for Children, 

Support of sick State Paupers, and 
caces of wife-settlement, by cities 
and towns 

Burial of State Paupers by cities and 
towns, 

Temporary aid for State paupers and 
shipwrecked seamen by cities and 
towns, 

Support of State pauper infants, 

Expenses incurred in connection with 
small-pox and other diseases dan. 
gerouB to the public health, . 



$4,760 00 

47,000 00 

24,000 00 

10,500 00 

1,500 00 
20,000 00 



180,000 00 
1,000 00 

05,000 00 



10,000 00 

70,000 00 
8,000 00 

40,000 00 
25,000 00 

5,000 00 



$4,729 04 

46,434 65 

28,090 67 

10,285 18 

1,357 93 
16,378 45 



183,857 64* 
227 66 

63,297 83 



8,698 23 

69,999 79 
7,999 70 

39,999 60 
24,999 83 

4.999 56 



$6,000 00 

40,000 00 

24,300 00 

12,000 00 

1,500 00 
20,000 00 



190,000 00 
1,000 00 

80,000 00 



10,009 00 

65,000 00 
10,000 00 

20,000 00 
25,000 00 

3,000 00 



$511,750 00 



$506,659 46 



$506,800 00 



$5,000 00 

40,000 00 

25,000 00 

11,000 00 

1,500 00 
20,000 00 



200,000 00 



88,000 00 
12,000 00 

8,500 00 

87,300 00 
10,000 00 

40,000 oa 

29,000 00 
3.000 00 



$580,300 00 



* Deficiency. 
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The expenses for the official year, — October 1, 1895, to 
September 30, 1896, — were as follows : — 

Expenses of Board, 14,601 74 

Department ofi In-Door Poor, 36,906 13 

Department of Out-Door Poor, 23,373 06 

Department of Inspector of Institutions, .... 11,729 93 

Auxiliary Visitors, 1,224 04 

Transportation of State Paupers, 19,061 85 

State Lunatic Hospitals, etc., 189,053 76 

Settlement and Bastardy, . 991 52 

Indigent and Neglected Children, etc., .... 80,326 60 

Support of Feeble-Minded, etc., 8,368 19 

Support of Sick State Paupers, 71,916 75 

Burial of State Paupers, 7,950 88 

Temporary Aid of State Paupers, 19,877 77 

Support of Pauper Infants, 27,663 21 

Dangerous Diseases, 3,993 70 

Total, • . . $507,039 12 

DETAILS. 

EXPENSES OF THE BOARD. 

Salaries : 

John D. Wells, Clerk of the Board, 12,200 00 

Henry J. Jenner, Assistant, 400 00 

12,600 00 

Travelling expenses of members, 1,004 10 

Printing 148 98 

Stationery, 241 88 

Postage, telegrams, messenger service, etc., . . 264 55 

Publications, 160 58 

Extra service and miscellaneous expenses, . 182 15 

Total, ' . 14,601 74 

DEPARTMENT OF IN-DOOR POOR. 

Salaries : 

Stephen C. Wrightington, Superintendent, . $3,200 00 

Central Division, 

Joshua F. Lewis, M.D., Deputy Superintendent, 1,800 00 

Henry H. Fairbanks, CZerAj *1,175 00 

Thomas M. Doane, Transportation Officer, .... 1,000 00 

Amount carried forward^ $7,175 00 

• Rate, $1,200. 
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Amount brought forward, $7,175 00 

Emma T. Cornish, Transportation Officer, .... 700 00 

Emma S. Wiley, Clerk ♦975 00 

Charles A. Colcord, Settlement Clerk, 1,200 00 

William H. Brown, Clerk, t435 48 

Edward F. Morgan, Clerk, ....... *931 19 

Berndt F. Heurlin, Clerk, t385 00 

Patrick Glynn, Messenger, §753 84 

Annette E. Barnes, Clerk, 600 00 

Mary J. Breslin, Clerk, ||656 18 

Division of Visitation, 

Bertha W. Jacobs, Deputy Superintendent, . %l,i25 00 

George H. Hull, VisUor, 1,000 00 

Charles K. Morton, Visitor, 1,200 00 

Thomas P. Bagley, Visitor, 1,200 00 

Frederick G. Southmayd, Visitor, 1,200 00 

G. Frederick Davis, Visitor, . . . . . 1,000 00 

Edward W. Bowker, Visitor, 1,000 00 

William W. Foster, Visitor, t666 67 

David Walker, Visitor, 1,000 00 

Nathan Coe, Visitor, 1,000 00 

Henry L. Gardner, Vtsitor, 1,000 00 

Mary S. Beale, Visitor, 1,000 00 

E. Mabel Tyler, VisUor, 700 00 

Lucy B. Hancock, Visitor, 800 00 

Adelaide I. Smith, Visitor, ♦♦708 06 

Alice A. Page, Visitor, 600 00 

Ellen L. Lynch, Clerk', 600 00 

Lilla D. Baker, Clerk, 700 00 

Annie A. McBride, Clerk, 700 00 

Annie E. Hancock, Visitor, tt325 81 

Katherine A. McMahon, Clerk, t37 09 

Mary Agnes Perrault, Visitor, tt325 81 

Total salaries, $31,999 63 

Printing, 52 10 

Stationery, 808 56 

Postage, expressage, telegrams and telephone, . . . 1,062 77 

Publications 263 14 

Extra service and miscellaneous expenses, . . . 320 38 

Travelling and other expenses of Superintendent, . . 640 25 

Amount carried forward, $35,141 88 

« Rate, $1,000. || Rate, $700. 

t Part of the year; rate, $1,000. IT Rate, $1,500. 

I Temporary service. ** Rate, $799. 

{ Rate, $800. ft Part of the year ; rate, $600. 
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Amount brought forward^ $35,141 83 

Travelling expenses : 

Joshua F. Lewis, . . . . . 1 1,103 62 

^ Emma S.Wiley, 24 21 

William H. Brown 394 37 

Edward F. Morgan, 242 10 

1,764 30 



Total Department of In-Door Poor, 



136,906 13 



DEPARTMENT OP OUT-DOOR POOR. 

Salaries : 
Henry Stone, Superintendent, 
William P. Derby, M.D., Superintendent, . 
George B. Tufts, Deputy Superintendent, . 
Edwin F. Cummings, M D., Medical Visitor, 
Sarah M. Crawford, M.D., Medical Visitor, 
Edward I. White, Visitor, . 
Frederick A. Burt, ViHtor, . 
Willard D. Tripp, Visitor, . 
Henry D. Hawkes, Visitor, . 
Benjamin W. Peck, Visitor, 
William J. Hinchcliflfe, Visitor, 
Harry H. Pray, Visitor, 
Robina A. Morison, Clerk, . 
Annie F. Merrill, Clerk, 
Georgiana C. Faden, Clerk, . 
Eleanor A. Eames, Clerk, . 
Katherine A. Kiley, Clerk, . 
Emma W. Kelley, Clerk, . 
Nellie R. Bray, Clerk, . 



♦1745 97 

♦1,069 44 

1,800 00 

1,500 00 

1,500 00 

1,400 00 

1,4(K) 00 

•tl,275 00 

1,000 00 

tl,175 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

§666 66 

||rt75 00 

6<K) 00 

700 00 

600 00 

600 00 

TlOO 00 



Total salaries, 



118,807 07 



Printing, . . 

Stationery, 

Postage, expressage, telegrams and telephone, . 

Publications, 

Extra service and miscellaneous expenses. 



540 10 
396 12 
423 99 
34 25 
351 80 



Amount carried forward, 120,553 33 



• Part of the year; rate, |2,500. 
t Rate, |1,300. 
+ Rate, ^1,200. 



§ Fart of the year; rate, $800. 
II Rate. $700. 
IF Temporary service. 
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Amount brought forward^ $20,553 33 



Visitors' travelling expenses : 
Edwin F. Cummings, 
Edward I. White, 
VVillard D. Tripp, . 
Henry D. Hawkes, . 
Benjamin W. Peek, . 
William J. Hinchcliffe, 
Frederick A. Burt, . 
Harry H. Pray, . 



f 30 00 
497 00 
354 50 
425 00 
513 80 
241 69 
448 58 
809 15 



2,819 72 



Total Department of Out-Door Poor, 



123,373 05 



DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTOR OF INSTITUTIONS. 

Salaries : 

Charles E. Woodbury, M.D., Inspector *t2,937 50 

Henry C. Prentiss, M.D., Deputy Inspector, . . . 1,800 00 

Henry A. Purdie, Clerk, 1,000 00 

Sarah Chapman, Cleric, 800 00 

Mabel E. Bacon, Visitor, t675 00 

Sadie L. Powers, Clerk, 600 00 

Mabel L. Clark, VisUor t.60 00 

Lowell F. Wentworth, M.D., Visitor {700 00 

Esther E. Elwell, Clerk, 1 100 00 

Total salaries, 18,672 50 

Printing 294 11 

Stationery, 106 00 

Postage, expressage, telegrams and telephone, . . . 169 22 

Publications, 30 00 

Miscellaneous expenses, 191 60 

Travelling expenses : 

Inspector, 1510 40 

Deputy Inspector, 149 73 

Henry A. Purdie, 68 36 

Mabel E. Bacon, 637 76 

Mabel L Clark 103 78 

Lowell F. Wentworth, . . . 575 65 

2,045 68 

Miscellaneous expenses on account of insane boarded out, 220 82 

Total Department of Inspector of Institutions, . . f 11,729 93 



Rate, $3,000. 



t Rate, 1700. 



X Temporary service. 
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AUXILIARY VISITORS. 

Travelling and other expenses, $1,224 04 

TRANSPORTATION OF STATE PAUPERS. 

Travelling expenses of officers : 

Thomas M. Doane, |932 95 

Emma T. Cornish, 673 74 

William H. Brown, 42 52 

Charles E. Colcord, 94 17 

Edward F. Morgan, 6 79 

11,650 17 

Foreign fares, 8,601 30 

Inland fares, 4,703 26 

Carriage and express, 1,310 91 

Food and lodging, 810 58 

Assistance and miscellaneous expenses, 1,664 50 

Transportation to State Almshouse, 321 18 

Total, fl9,061 85 

STATE LUNATIC HOSPITALS, ETC. 

Support of State Patients : 

Taunton Lunatic Hospital, $27,834 05 

Danvers Lunatic Hospital, 28,048 21 

Worcester Lunatic Hospital, 44,595 86 

Northampton Lunatic Hospital, ...... 14,058 25 

Worcester Insane Asylum, 20,008 49 

Westborough Insane Hospital, 24,443 48 

Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates, 12,187 24 

Medfield Insane Asylum, 1,526 00 

1172,691 08 

Insane boarded out, . 5,783 79 

Reimbursement of towns, 10,578 94 

Total, 1189,053 76 

SETTLEMENT AND BASTARDY. 

Legal and other expenses, |991 52 

INDIGENT AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN, ETC. 

Board, clothing, etc., $64,182 63 

Mrs. Bean's, 3,422 89 

Mrs. White's, 3,116 74 

Amount carried forward, $70,722 26 
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Amount brought forward, ... . . 

Travelling expenses of visitors : 

Bertha W. Jacobs, $66 23 

George H. Hull 366 62 

Charles K. Morton, 921 00 

Thomas P. Bagley, 406 17 

Frederick G. Southmayd, . . . 683 08 

Mary S. Beale, 671 22 

Lacy B. Hancock, 688 76 

Alice A. Page 702 81 

G. Frederick Davis, 640 33 

Edward W. Bowker 133 13 

Adelaide I. Smith, 740 19 

William W. Foster, 407 30 

E. Mabel Tyler, 214 68 

Ellen L. Lynch 87 44 

David Walker, 777 16 

Nathan Coe, 917 27 

Henry L. Gardner, 928 36 

Mary Agnes Perrault, . . . . 337 37 

Annie E. Hancock, 126 82 



191 

$70,722 26 



9,604 34 



Total, $80,326 60 



SUPPORT OF FEEBLE-MINDED, ETC. 

Custodial cases in Massachusetts School for Feeble- 

Minded, 

Cases in Hospital Cottages for Children, .... 



Total, 



6,920 62 
1,447 67 

$8,368 19 



SUPPORT OF SICK STATE PAUPERS. 

City and town bills of 1891, 

" 1892, 

" 1893, 

" 1894, 

" 1896. 

" 1896, 



$9 86 

366 66 

2,699 34 

4,613 14 

67,002 80 

7,326 96 

Total, $71,916 76 



BURIAL OF STATE PAUPERS. 

City and town bills of 1891, .... 

" 1892, .... 

" 1893, .... 

" 1894. .... 

" 1896, .... 

" 1896, .... 



$7 00 

162 96 

28X 30 

398 30 

4,997 28 

2,098 06 



Total, 



$7,960 88 
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TEMPORARY AID OF STATE PAUPERS. 

City and town bills of 1891, 

1892, 

1893, 

" 1894, 

1896, 

1896, 



Foreign fares. 
Inland fares. 
Carriage and express, 
Food and lodging, 
Miscellaneous, 



f20 00 


45 50 


326 24 


2,694 87 


10,614 79 


692 09 


f 14,393 49 


3,896 48 


1,132 41 


289 64 


100 53 


65 27 



Total. f 19,877 77 



PAUPER INFANTS. 

Board of infants, . . '. $22,881 59 

Medicine, medical attendance, clothing, etc., . 3,139 50 

Expenses of nursery, 955 78 

Travel of Visitors : 

Sarah M. Crawford, $544 49 

Edwin F. Cummings, . . . . 191 85 

736 34 

Total, $27,663 21 



DANGEROUS DISEASES. 

City and town bills of 1893, $39 08 

" " 1894, 461 77 

1895, 3,431 90 

** *' 1896, ...... 61 00 



Total. $3,993 70 



The above details may be classified as follows : — 

Salaries, $62,079 20 

Travelling expenses, 21,656 81 

Printing, 1,032 79 

Stationery, 1,529 16 

Other ofSce expenses, 3,354 93 

Support of State Wards, 98,592 68 

Transportation, ^ . 17,411 68 

Support of Insane and Feeble-Minded, .... 197,642 77 

Support of State Out-Door Poor 103,739 10 

$507,039 12 
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It should be noted that, in regard to the last two items 
of expenditure in this classification, amounting to $301,- 
381.87, the function of the Board is simply to ascertain 
whether the persons to whom payment is made are properly 
chargeable to the State, and also whether the charges are 
within the amount fixed by law ; and that it is only the 
remaining expenses, amounting to $205,657.27, which are 
actually within the Board's control. 

Under the law authorizing advances to the disbursing 
officer of the State Board of Lunacy and Charity, the Clerk 
has received from the State Treasurer during the past offi- 
cial year, and advanced from time to time, to visitors and 
other agents of the Board, for travelling, transportation, 
and other necessary expenses, the sum of $31,985.00, all of 
which has been accounted for in detail to the State Auditor, 
as a part of the Board's audit. 

It is to be added that the Board has received, during the 
year, in the way of repayment from sundry towns and indi- 
viduals, as follows : — 

On account of, — 

Sick State Poor, |30 00 

Temporary Aid, 2 10 

Pauper Infants, 697 74 

There has also been received : — 

From the United States for reimbursement of immi- 
gration expenses, $1,889 40 

From certain Steamship Companies for the support 
of alien immigrants, 400 67 

Making a total of, |2,969 91 

This has been transmitted to the Treasurer of the Common- 
wealth, and should be credited to the Board's account, 
although not available for the Board's use. 



Immigration. 

Under the contract entered into between the State Board 
of Lunacy and Charity and the Treasury Department of the 
United States March 28, 1894, and still in force, the State 
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is reimbursed for the support of such alien immigrants as 
have fallen into serious distress within one year after their 
landing. Until last June such reimbursement has been 
allowed only from the date of verification and full notifi- 
cation in each case, but an appeal to the Commissioner 
General of Immigration at that time secured a construction 
of the contract under which reimbursement is allowed from 
the date of first notification, however incomplete, if it sub- 
sequently proves to be an accepted case, under the Act of 
1882, and the rules of the Immigration Bureau. 

The following immigration statistics have been obtained 
from the office of the Commissioner of Immigration for 
Massachusetts. 



Arrivals at the Ports op Massachusetts from Foreign Ports 
FOR the Year ending September 30, 1896. 


nationality of vessels. 


Number of 
Vessels. 


Number of 
Passengers. 


Number 

Barred from 

landing. 


Number of 
Deaths. 


British, . . 

American, .... 

Others, 


717 
45 
27 


65,494 

2,696 

451 


139 

. 5 

16 


1 


Total, .... 


789 


58,641 


160 


1 



Classification of Passengers arriving at the Ports of Massa- 
chusetts FROM Foreign Ports for the Year ending Septem- 
ber 30, 1896. 



Aliens from Transatlantic Ports, . 
Aliens from Dominion of Canada, 
American Citizens from Dominion of Canada, 
American Citizens from Transatlantic Ports, 
Tourists and visitors from Transatlantic Ports, 
Cattlemen from Transatlantic Ports, . 
Barred from landing from Transatlantic Ports, 
Barred from landing from Dominion of Canada, 



18,511 

19,009 

12,378 

2,759 

219 

5,605 

118 

42 



Total, 58,641 
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Classification op Passengers arriving at the Port of Boston 
FROM Transatlantic Ports for the Year ending September 
80, 1896. 

Steerage, 15,593 

Intermediate, 2,970 

Cabin, ' . 2,769 

Cattlemen, 5,605 

Stowaways, . 180 

Total, 27,117 
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Mexico, 

Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, 

Prince Bid ward Island 

Newfoundland and Labrador, ..... 


Total British North American Possessions, . 

Cuba 

Other West Indies 

Bouth America, 

Turkey in Asia (Arabia and Syria), . . 

Pacitic Islands, not specified, 

Africa, 

Japan, 

Australia, 


1 


3 
a 
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Destination of ImmigrarUs arriving at Boston. 







g 






s 


Btatkb and Tebbitobibb. 


1 


& 


States and Tebbitobibb. 


1 


1 


yorth Atlantic JHvis 
Maine 


ion. 


145 


186 


yorth Central DiviHon— 
Concluded. 

Nebraska, .... 


14 


11 


New Hampshire, 




152 
81 


242 
82 


Kansas, .... 
Total, .... 


8 


1 


Vermont, . 




946 


630 


Massaehnsetts, . 






5,786 


7,844 








Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 
New York, . 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 






4«8 
09 

740 
29 

178 


588 
80 

471 
16 
80 


Kentucky 

Alabama, .... 
Mississippi, . . . 
Louisiana, .... 
Texas 


6 
8 

4 


8 


Total, . 


7,693 


8,996 


6 


South Atlantic Diviiion, 


1 
8 


1 
8 


Oklahoma,. 

Arkansas, .... 
Total, . . . . 


1 


- 


Delaware, • • 
Maryland, . . 




19 


8 


District of Columbia, 




1 


. 


Weittem Divieion, 






Virginia, . 




8 


4 


Monuna, . 




7 


7 


West Virginia, . 




2 


. 


Wyoming, . 




6 


6 


North Carolina, . 




• 


• 


Colorado, . 




86 


18 


South Carolina, . 




, 


« 


New Mexico, 




- 


- 


Georgia, 




1 


1 


Arizona, • 




- 


- 


Florida, 




1 


- 


Utah, . . 
Nevada, . 




8 
2 


2 


Total, . 


22 


9 


- 








Idaho,. . 




- 


- 


North Central Division. 






Washington, 




7 


8 


Ohio 


78 


24 


Oregon, . 




2 


- 


Indiana, 






14 
806 


4 
208 


California, . 
Total, . 




80 


22 


Illinois, 


98 


68 


Michigan, . 






160 


57 








Wisconsin, . 






81 


46 


North Atlantic Division, . 


7,698 


8,996 


Minnesota, . 






196 


123 


South Atlantic Division, . 


22 


9 


Iowa, . 






46 


22 


North Central Division, . 


946 


680 


Missouri, . 






5 


6 


South Central Division, . 


19 


8 


North Dakota, 






40 


17 


Western Division, • 


98 


68 


South Dakota* 






18 


12 


Total 


8,673 


9,601 
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Occupations of Immigrants arriving at Boston. 







s 






s 




1 


1 




1 


1 

& 


Professional, 






^;H//«d- Concluded. 






Actors, . . . . 


• 


2 


Seamstresses, . 


- 


84 


Artists, 








9 


1 


Shoemakers, 


64 


8 


Clergy. 








20 


1 


Spinners, .... 


84 


74 


Editors, 








4 


- 


Stonecutters, 


- 


- 


Engravers, , 








1 


- 


Tailors 


46 


15 


Lawyers, , 








4 


- 


Tanners and curriers, 


4 


- 


Musiolaos, , 








12 


1 


Tinners, .... 


6 


- 


Physicians, 








16 


1 


Tobacco manufacturers, . 


1 


2 


Sculptors, . 








4 


- 


Watch and clock makers, . 


- 


- 


Teachers, 








16 


22 


Weavers, • . ; . 


160 


278 


All others, not specified, . 


- 


16 


Wheelwrights, . 

All others, not specified, . 


82 


- 


Total professional, 


98 


48 


42 








Total skilled, • . 


1,650 


641 


Skilled. 












Accountants, 


. 


. 








Bakers, . . . . 


48 


^ 


Mscellaneous, 






Barbers and hairdressers, . 


T 


1 


Agents, factors, . 


82 


- 


Blacksmiths, 


62 


^ 


Bankers 


2 


- 


Brewers, . . . . 


1 


_ 


Cooks, ..... 


17 


68 


Bntehers, . • . . 


86 


• 


Farmers, • . • • 


868 


- 


Cabinet-makers. . 


11 


^ 


Grocers, .... 


14 


- 


Carpenters and joiners. 


182 


. 


Hotel-keepers, . 


8 


- 


Clerks, 


829 


28 


Laborers 


6,289 


- 


Coopers, .... 


6 


. 


Merchant dealers, 


122 


- 


Dressmakers, . 


2 


168 


Servants, .... 


92 


6,631 


Engineers, . . . . 


62 




Shepherds 


7 


- 


Gardeners, .... 


48 

1 


- 


All others, not stated. 
Total miscellaneous, . 


- 


• 


Glaziers 


6,881 


6,694 


Iron workers. 


69 


- 








Jewellers 


10 


I 








Locksmiths, 


. 




Not stated 


110 


221 


Machinists 


110 


- 


No occupation, including 
women and children. 


1,039 


8,002 


Mariners, .... 


167 


. 









Masons 


61 


- 


Total 


1,149 


8,223 


Mechanics, not specified, . 


- 


- 








Millers, .... 


8 


- 


Rbcapittjlatiok. 






Miners, .... 


61 


- 


Professional, 


93 


43. 


Painters, .... 


.43 


- 


Skilled 


1,650 


641 


Plasterers 


2 


- 


Miscellaneous, . 


5,881 


6,694 


Plambers, .... 


26 


- 


Not stated, .... 


110 


221 


Printers, .... 


26 


6 


No occupation, . 


1,039 


3.002 


Saddlers and hamessmak- 












ers 


8 


- 


Total, .... 


8,678 


9,601 



In addition to the above, 19 alien immigrants who arrived 
at the ports of New York and Philadelphia were returned to 
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the countries from whence they came. In addition to the 
above, 2 males were relieved in hospital who landed at the 
port of Philadelphia, and 36 males and 22 females who 
landed at the port of New York. 

Of the 118 aliens debarred from landing, 98 were males, 
20 females. Of the 21 returned within a year, 11 were 
males, 10 females. There were also 42 aliens debarred from 
the Dominion of Canada, of whom 27 were contract laborers, 
one was insane, and 14 were likely t6 become public charges. 

Statistics of Immigration at the Port of New Bedford during 

the Year. 
The whole number of passengers arriving was 247. Of 
these, 236 were taxable alien immigrants, — 235 Portuguese, 
and one English. Of the 236, 152 were males, 84 females ; 
15 were under fifteen years of age, 188 between fifteen and 
forty, and 33 over forty. Their destination was as follows : 
California 9, Rhode Island 50, Connecticut 14, New York 3, 
Pennsylvania one, Massachusetts 159. Their occupations : 
farmers 7, laborers 37, domestics 17, mariners 97, seam- 
stresses 27, dressmakers one, no occupation 50. 

Statistics of Immigration at the Port of Gloucester during 

the Year. 

The whole number of passengers arriving was 48. Of 
these, one was a taxable male immigrant, native of Italy, be- 
tween the age of fifteen and forty. Destination, Massa- 
chusetts. Occupation, mariner. 

The amount of Head Money collected at the Ports of 
Massachusetts during the year was as follows : — 

Boston. 

1805. 

October, |2,009 00 

November, 720 00 

December, . 596 00 

1896. 

January, 24 00 

February, 133 00 

March, 687 00 

April, 3,323 00 

Amount carried forward ^ t7,392 00 
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Amount brought forward^ 17,392 00 

1806. 

May, 4,887 00 

June, 1,854 00 

July, 1,426 00 

August, 1,301 00 

September, 1,761 00 

1895-06. 

New Bedford, 236 00 

Gloucester, ........ 1 00 

118,848 00 

The following statement shows the number of alien immi- 
grants arriving at the port of Boston from transatlantic ports 
in each oflScial year from May 10, 1848, when State super- 
vision began, to the close of the last oflScial year, September 
30, 1895: — 



1848, 








13,927 


1874, 








20,223 


1849, 








29,518 


• 1875, 








13,468 


1850, 








24,739 


1876, 








8,118 


1851, 








23,307 


1877, 








5,765 


1852, 








19,618 


1878, 








6,471 


1853, 








21,206 


1879, , 








10,895 


1854, 








24,229 


1880, 








33,626 


1855, 








14,408 


1881, 








43,642 


1856, 








14,022 


1882, 








52,416 


1857, 








12,536 


1883, 








42,384 


1858, 








4,551 


1884, 








30,030 


1859, 








7,096 


1885, 








19,929 


1860, 






' 


7,874 


1886, 








28,512 


1861, 








5,091 


1887, 








40,415 


1862, 








2,196 


1888, 








43,351 


1863, 








5,316 


1889, 








33,979 


1864, 








5,830 


1890, 








30,802 


1865, 








7,057 


1891, 








31,556 


1866, 








11,527 


1892, 








31,234 


1867, 








11,266 


1893. 








28,143 


1868, 








15,128 


1894, 








14,673 


1869, 








26,414 


1895, 








23,508 


1870, 
1871, 








30,069 
22,904 


1896, . 








18,274 










1872, 








25,957 


• Total, . . . 1,028,242 


1873, , 








31,042 
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Proceedings of the Board. 

The Board here presents a summary of its official pro- 
ceedings from the time of issuing the last Annual Report. 

Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday, January 4, 1896. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made to the buildings of the Medfield Insane Asylum, the 
Westborough Fnsane Hospital, and the private asylum of Dr. 
Selling. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy; Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions; recommendation adopted, ordering com- 
mitments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to 
Westborough Insane Hospital until farther order. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor ; recommendations 
adopted, involving action on applications for discharge of inmates 
of the State Farm, and children in the custody of the Board. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Report of the Clerk and Auditor. 

Votedy That a special visitor be appointed in the Department of the 
Inspector of Institutions, to investigate the condition and treatment of 
the insane and feeble-minded in the city and town almshouses. 

Action on the matter of diphtheria at the Lyman School. 

Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday, February i, 1896. 

Report of Executive Committee : Appointment of William W. 
Foster as visitor in the Department of In-Door Poor, and assign- 
ment of Charles K. Morton as visitor-at-large in the same Depart- 
ment. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing a 
visit to the Lyman School. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane T)ersons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy. 

Monthly report of the Inspector of Institutions ; recommenda- 
tion adopted, ordering commitments of insane persons from Suf- 
folk County to be made to Danvers Lunatic Hospital until farther 
order. 
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Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from 
the State Farm, and the custody of the Board, and eight adoptions 
of children. 

Adoption of the following statement: The members of the 
State Board of Lunacy and Charity desire to record their sorrow 
at the loss, by sudden death, of their former associate member. 
Col. Henry Stone, and to testify to his unselfish devotion to his 
work during the period of his membership. In his change to an 
official position under the direction of the Board, by appointment 
of that body, the members gladly bear witness to his earnest 
endeavors to carry out the plans suggested by the Board, and his 
readiness to subordinate all personal opinions to its expressed 
purposes. As he had been loyal to his country in its hour of 
need, so after that need had passed was he loyal as a citizen of 
the State, as a public official, and as a friend ; and the Board will 
cherish his memory as that of a man of unstained integrity, of 
intellectual ability, of humane nature, and of unselfish devotion 
to duty. 

Action on petition for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Report of the Clerk and Auditor. 

Special Meeting^ Saturday^ March 7, 1896. 

Appointment of Committee to represent the Board at the fun- 
eral of Governor Greenhalge, on the 9th inst. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing a 
visit to the State Farm. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy : Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions; recommendations adopted: (1) ordering 
commitments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital until farther order ; (2) providing for 
the selection of criminal insane persons for transfer from the 
State Lunatic Hospitals to the State Farm. 

Report of Committee on Charities: Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted, involving action on applications for discharge of 
inmates of the State Farm and of children in the custody of the 
Board ; two indentures, and eight adoptions. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 
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Appointment of Dr. Lowell F. Wentworth as special visitor in 
the Department of In-Door Poor. Transfer of William H. Brown 
from the employment of the Board to that of the Insurance De- 
partment. 

Regarding a communication from Judge Utley, Central District 
Court of Worcester, addressed to the Governor and referred to 
the Board, it was 

Voted, That report be made to the Acting Governor that, of the sixty 
Massachusetts magistrates, (thirteen of them from Boston), who re- 
sponded to communications asking their judgment on the work of the 
Board's agents in their Attendance at the trial of juvenile offenders and 
neglected children, and their efforts to protect the interests of or other- 
wise provide for said children, forty-eight were unqualifiedly favor- 
able to such attendance, eleven were qualifiedly so, and one was un- 
qualifiedly opposed to such attendance. In other words, one magistrate 
states that the Board's agents are of no possible service in determining 
the guilt or innocence of alleged juvenile offenders, or in determining 
the character and measure of the discipline to be awarded the guilty ; 
eleven state that, while these agents are of no service in determining the 
guilt or innocence of alleged juvenile offenders, they are of great assist- 
ance in determining the character and measure of the discipline to be 
awarded the guilty ; and forty-eight magistrates state that these agents 
are of very great service in determining the guilt or innocence of alleged 
juvenile offenders, as well as in determining the character of the disci- 
pline to be awarded the guilty. 

Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday, April 4, 1896. 
The Executive Committee report that, at a meeting held by them 
on the 14th ultimo, action was taken as follows : 

Voted, That hereafter no female ward of the state above the age of 
twelve years shall be released to her home, or placed in a family, until 
investigation into the propriety of such release or placing has been 
made by a salaried officer of the Board ; and that said officer shall from 
time to time visit all wards so placed or released, for the purpose of se- 
curing their best interests. 

Voted, That female officers of the Board shall attend the trials of all 
offending girls at the several Municipal Courts of Boston, to protect the 
interests of or otherwise provide for such girls. 

The Committee also reported that they had appointed Mary A. 
Perrault and Annie E. Hancock visitors in the Department of In- 
Door Poor. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made to the Danvers and Northampton Lunatic Hospitals, 
the Medfield Asylum buildings, the McLean Hospital, and the 
State Almshouse. 
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ipeport of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
the State and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy : Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions ; recommendations adopted : ( 1 ) instructing 
the Clerk to communicate with the Acting Governor, suggesting, 
in behalf of the Board, that when persons are committed to lunatic 
hospitals under the provision of section 10, chapter 222, Public 
Statutes, copies of the physician's certificate be forwarded to the 
hospital authorities, with the order of commitment, in order that 
said authorities may be in possession of important facts in the his- 
tory of the patients in question which such certificates contain ; 
(2) ordering commitments of insane persons from Suffolk County 
to be made to Worcester Lunatic Hospital until farther order ; (3) 
instructing the Inspector to send abstracts of the reports of alms- 
house visitors to the Overeeers of the Poor of the several cities or 
towns, soon after such visits are made; (4) providing for the 
transfer of certain criminal insane patients to the State Farm. 

Voted, That the Board recommend that the application of Allan Mott 
King, M.D., of Arlington Heights, for a license to maintain a private 
asylum for the care and treatment of the insane, referred by his late 
Excellency to the Board for consideration and report, be granted. 

Report of Committee on Charities: Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from 
the State Farm and the custody of the Board, and one adoption. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Permanent appointment of Annette £. Barnes as clerk in the 
Department of In-Door Poor. 

Special Meeting^ Wednesday^ April 22^ 1896. 

Appointment of Dr. William P. Derby as Superintendent of 
Out-Door Poor. 

Report of Executive Committee that they had appointed Esther 
£. Elwell as temporary clerk in the Department of Inspector of 
Institutions and Nellie R. Bray as temporary clerk in the Depart- 
ment of Out-Door Poor. 

Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday, May <2, 1896. 
Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing visits 
made to Taunton Lunatic Hospital, Worcester Lunatic Hospital, 
Northampton Lunatic Hospital, and Westborough Insane Hospital. 
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Hearing on a representation of the Trustees of Medfield Insane 
Asylum, and the Superintendent of that Institution, regarding the 
character of patients recently transferred to the Asylum. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy : Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions ; recommendations adopted, (1) ordering 
commitments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made 
to Westborough Insane Hospital until farther order ; (2) providing 
for the transfer of certain criminal insane patients to the State 
Asylum for Insane Criminals at the State Farm. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted involving action on applications for discharge of 
inmates of the State Farm and of children in the custody of the 
Board, four adoptions, and the appointment of an auxiliary visitor. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Report of the Clerk and Auditor. 

Voted, That the Acting Governor be recommended to appoint such 
members of the Board as may be able to attend, and the Heads of its 
Departments, as delegates to the National Conference of Charities and 
Corrections, to be held at Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 4-10, 1896. 

Voted, That the Superintendent of Out-Door Poor be informed that it 
is the general policy of the Board to discourage the permanent separa- 
tion of infants from their mothers, and, in all cases of infants temporarily 
cared for by the Board, to secure from the mother, so far as practicable, 
the payment of at least some portion of the expense of such infant's 
support." 

Adjourned Meeting^ Saturday^ May 9, 1896. 

Action with regard to communications from the Superintendent 
of Danvers Lunatic Hospital and Massachusetts Homoepathic 
Society, and consideration of several matters relating to the State 
wards. 

Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday^ June 6, 1896. 

Annual election of oflScers. Mr. Johnson elected Chairman ^ 
and Mrs. Codman Vice-Chairman. 

Stephen C. Wrightington elected Superintendent of In-Door 
Poor; William P. Derby, M.D., Superintendent of Out-Door 
Poor; Charles E. Woodbury, M.D., Inspector of Institutions; 
and John D. Wells, Clerk of the Board. 

Appointment of Standing Committees. 
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Report of the Executive Committee : Action on a case of adop- 
tion, and the passage of the following vote : 

Voted, That the Superintendent of In-Door Poor be instructed to call 
the attention of the local authorities to any instances that may come to 
his knowledge, of neglect or insufficient care and treatment, in cases of 
minor children supported by any city or town. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made to Worcester Lunatic Hospital and Worcester Insane 
Asylum, McLean Hospital, and the two branches of Boston In- 
sane Hospital. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses 
for infants. 

Report of Committee on Removal of Insane Persons out of .the 
State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy ; Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions ; recommendations adopted : (1) providing 
for certain transfers of insane patients ; (2) ordering commitments 
of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to Taunton 
Lunatic Hospital until farther order. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out- Door Poor ; recommendations 
adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from the 
State Farm and the custody of the Board, one indenture, and ten 
adoptions. 

Appointment of Auxiliary Visitors for the ensuing year. 

Report of Committee on transfers to Medfield Insane Asylum. 

Subscription for 75 copies of the Report of the National Con- 
ference of Charities and Correction. 

Report of the appoititment, by the Acting Governor, of Mr. 
Johnson, Mrs. Richardson, and Dr. Hildreth, as delegates to the 
National Conference of Charities and Correction at Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 



Regular Monthly Meeting^ Friday^ July 5, 1896, 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits to Worcester and Danvers Lunatic Hospitals, and Medfield 
Insane Asylum. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy : Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions ; recommendations adopted : (1) ordering 
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commitments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made 
to Worcester Lunatic Hospital until farther order ; (2) instructing 
the Clerk to certify to the Treasurer of the Commonwealth the 
names of the cities and towns reported by the Inspector of Insti- 
tutions as having failed to make the Annual Pauper Returns 
required by Sections 34 and 35 of Chapter 84 of the Public 
Statutes, within the month of April, 1896, together with the 
amount of penalty incurred in each instance under the provisions 
of Section 37 of the same Chapter, and also to forward to the 
Treasurer at the same time, certain letters of excuse and explana- 
tion from the Overseers of the Poor of several of the aforesaid 
delinquent towns; (3) providing for certain transfers of insane 
patients. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from 
the State Farm and of children in the custody of the Board, and 
two adoptions. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Report of farther transfers to Medfield Insane Asylum. 

The Clerk submitted a copy of recent correspondence on Immi- 
gration matters, from which it appeared that an appeal to the 
Commissioner General of Immigration had secured the construc- 
tion of the contract between the United States Treasury Depart- 
ment and the State Board of Lunacy and Charity, agreed upon 
between the Committee of the Board visiting Washington in 
February, 1894, and the Immigration authorities, but hitherto 
denied by the Boston Commissioner of Immigration. The letter 
of the Commissioner General of Immigration to the Clerk of the 
Board, dated June 9, 1896, concludes as follows r "When an 
immigrant is admitted into a hospital, or receives aid under the 
contract mentioned, it becomes your duty to at once notify the 
Immigration officials, and at the same time, or within a reasonable 
time, taking into consideration the condition of the patient and 
the regular mail service, to furnish them with all the information 
obtainable as to landing, etc. ; compensation will then be allowed 
from the date of notification, if it proves to be a case under the 
Act of 1882 and the rules and regulations prescribed by this 
Bureau." Under the ruling of the Boston Commissioner, com- 
pensation has been allowed only from the date of the completed 
notification in each case. 
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Adjourned Meeting, Thursday^ July 9, 1896. 

Voted, That the Superintendent of Out-Door Poor be instructed that 
it is the general policy of the Board to refuse applications for tempo- 
rary aid, under the provisions of Section 18 of Chapter 84 of the Public 
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 90 of the Acts of 1891, excepting in 
cases where the need of such aid is not likely to continue beyond the 
period of four weeks in summer, or eight weeks in winter. 

Regular Monthly Meeting, Saturday, August 1, 1896. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made as follows : two to the Massachusetts School for the 
Feeble-Minded, and one each to the Worcester, Taunton, and 
Northampton Lunatic Hospitals, the Westborough Insane Hospital, 
the Worcester and Medfield Insane Asylums, the two branches of 
the Boston Insane Hospital, the State Farm, the Massachusetts 
Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates, and the private asylums 
of Doctors Heald, Wiswall, Russell, Baker, Norton, Stedman and 
Paine, and Miss Cooke. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy: Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions ; recommendations adopted : (1) providing 
for certain transfers of insane patients; (2) ordering commit- 
ments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to 
Danvers Lunatic Hospital until farther order. 

Report of the Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor ; recommendations 
adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from the 
State Farm, and the custody of the Board, and the appointment 
of two auxiliary visitors. 

Report of the Committee on removal of insane persons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses 
for infants. 

Reports of the Clerk and Auditor. 

Regular MontMy Meetiyig, Saturday, September 5, 1896, 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made to Danvers and Northampton Lunatic Hospitals, the 
two branches of the Boston Insane Hospital, the McLean Hos- 
pital, and Dr. Bemis's private asylum. 

Report of Committee on removal of insane persons out of the 
State, and action thereon. 
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Report of Committee on Lunacy: Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions; recommendations adopted : (1) providing 
for certain transfers of insane persons; (2) ordering commit- 
ments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital until farther order. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from 
the State Farm and the custody of the Board, one adoption, and 
the appointment of two auxiliary visitors. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses 
for infants. 

Action on a bastardy case. 



Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday^ October 5, 1896. 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made to the State Almshouse, Lyman School, and West- 
borough Insane Hospital. 

Report of Committee on removal of insane persons out of vthe 
State, and action thereon. v 

Report of Committee on Lunacy: Monthly report of the In\ 
spector of Institutions; recommendations adopted ; (1) providing \ 
for certain transfers of insane patients ; (2) ordering commitments \ 
of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to Westborough \ 
Insane Hospital until farther order. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the ^ 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor ; recommendations 
adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from the \ 

State Farm and of children in the custody of the Board, seven 
adoptions, and the appointment of an auxiliary visitor. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Reports of the Clerk and Auditor. 

Action on petitions for increase of salaries of certain employes 
of the Board. 

Recommendation that the application of Dr. Ellen L. Keith, for 
a license to maintain a private asylum for the insane in the town 
of Framingham, referred by the Acting Governor to the Board for 
investigation and report, be granted. i 



\ 
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Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday^ November 7, 1896. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
tlie State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy: Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions ; recommendations adopted: (1) ordering 
commitments of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to 
Worcester Lunatic Hospital until farther order ; (2) providing for 
certain transfers of insane patients. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the 
Superintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor; recommenda- 
tions adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from 
the State Farm, and the custody of the Board, two indentures and 
eight adoptions, and the appointment of an auxiliary visitor. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Regular Monthly Meeting^ Saturday, December 5, 1896, 

Report of Committee on Inspection of Institutions, showing 
visits made to Taunton and Northampton Lunatic Hospitals, Med- 
field Insane Asylum, McLean Hospital, State Farm, and the build- 
ings of the Epileptic Hospital at Monson. 

Action on petitions for licenses to maintain boarding-houses for 
infants. 

Report of Committee on the removal of insane persons out of 
the State, and action thereon. 

Report of Committee on Charities : Monthly reports of the Su- 
perintendents of In-Door and Out-Door Poor: recommendations 
adopted, involving action on applications for discharge from the 
State Farm and the custody of the Board, four adoptions, and the 
appointment of two auxiliary visitors. 

Report of Committee on Lunacy : Monthly report of the In- 
spector of Institutions: recommendations adopted ; (1) providing 
for certain transfers of insane patients ; (2) ordering commitments 
of insane persons from Suffolk County to be made to Taunton 
Lunatic Hospital until farther order. 

Report of the Clerk and Auditor. 

Miss Perrault and Miss Tyler constituted assistants to Miss 
Beale, for the visitation of the homes and court attendance. 

Appointment of Grace L. Ordway as visitor in the Department 
of In-Door Poor. 

Increase of salary of an employ^ of the Board. 
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Adjourned Meeting^ Saiurday, December 19, 1896, 

Action on estimates for annual appropriations under direction of 
the Board. 

Approval of the following estimates of the Trustees of the State 
Almshouse and State Farm for the year 1897, viz., for salaries 
and expenses at the State Almshouse, $146,700 ; for salaries and 
expenses at the State Farm, $127,400. 

Approyal of the . following estimates of the Trustees of the 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital for extraordinary appropriations, viz., 
for construction of bay windows and enlarging of other windows, 
etc., $6,000 ; for general repairs, $5,000 ; for gate house, $5,000 ; 
for painting, etc., $3,000; for new laundry machinery, $500; for 
new floors, $500. 

Approval of the estimate of the Trustees of Westborough Insane 
Hospital, of the sum of $2,000 to cover the expense of improv- 
ing the sewage. 

On the estimate of the Trustees of Worcester Lunatic Hospital 
for a building for kitchen and work rooms, patients' rooms, help, 
etc., it was 

Voted^ That the Board approves of the erection of such a building, at 
a moderate expense. 

In considering the estimate of the Worcester Lunatic Hospital 
for the building of two infirmaries at a cost of $40,000 each, and 
the estimate of the Trustees of the Westborough Insane Hospital 
for a building for the treatment of acute cases at an expense not 
to exceed $50,000, it was the general opinion of the members of 
the Board that, while fully approving the desire of the Trustees 
of these and other Institutions to make special provision for the 
care of the sick, and for the study and treatment of recent cases, 
and heartily sympathizing with every effort for the improved care of 
the insane, the Board should hesitate to indorse propositions for the 
immediate erection of separate buildings for such purposes. The 
question of incurring the great expense involved in such an under- 
taking, and imposing a heavy burden on the tax payers of the State 
at the present time of financial stringency is a most serious one ; 
and it is also to be taken into consideration that Medfield Insane 
Asylum is still unfinished and but little more than half filled, and 
that it is too soon to estimate the extent of the relief to the other 
hospitals which its establishment will finally afford. Moreover, 
it is an open question whether some other provision cannot be 
made for these classes of cases in the hospitals, built, as they are. 
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at great cost, and containing all the appliances necessary for the 
care and treatment of every form of insanity. 

The suggestion was also made that, when the hospitals shall 
again have become crowded, (as must inevitably be the case at no 
very distant time), a more economical method of relief might be 
the erection on the grounds of the several institutions, or in their 
immediate vicinity, of inexpensive buildings, where a large num- 
ber of chronic cases could be comfortably cared for at a rate so 
low that the Overseers of the Poor would find it to their advantage 
to place there the unfortunates now detained in the various town 
almshouses, — a change which would result in an improved condi- 
tion of the almshouses as well as of the insane. It was therefore 

Voted, That until the general policy of the Commonwealth in relation 
to the supply of increased accommodations for the insane shall be more 
definitely determined, it is unwise and inexpedient to incur additional 
expenditures for the erection of separate buildings for the purposes 
designated. 

Adjourned Meeting, Wednesday , December 23, 1896, 

Approval of the estimates of the Trustees of the Lyman and 
Industrial Schools, of $27,000 for salaries, wages and labor, and 
$36,975 for expenses at the Lyman School; and $27,775 for sal- 
aries and expenses at the Industrial School. Disapproval of the 
estimates of $4,000 for the boarding of boys and $1000 for the 
boarding of young girls, the Board being opposed to the extension 
of this system. While approving of the erection of a new house 
for girls at the State Industrial School, the Board considers the 
estimate of $18,000 for building and furnishing the same larger than 
necessary. 

Adjourned Meeting, Monday, December 28, 1896, 
Adoption and signing of draft of Annual Report. 
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THE PAUPER ABSTRACT. 



WITH ADDITIONAL TABLES OF VALUATION, ANNUAL COST, 
NUMBERS, ETC., IN THE STATE ESTABLISHMENTS; 
AND STATISTICS CONCERNING INSAN- 
ITY IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



COMPILED BY THE DEPUTY INSPECTOR OF INSTITUTIONS. 
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CHILDREN, IDIOTS AND INSANE. 



Table IV. — Statistics of Children under 16^ and Idiotic and In- 
sane Persons among the Paupers Fully Supported within the 
Tear ending March 31^ 1896. 







Childbbn UN- 

DEB 16. 


Idiotic. 


Insane. 


TOWNS 

BY 


1 

o 


Remaining 

Mar 31, 

1896. 


1 


i 

< 


u 


1 

« 

a 

6 
JZ5 




1 



> 
< 


Remaining 
Mar. 31, 1896. 


COUNTIES. 


a 


2 

1 


42 « 


if 

a 


^ 

S 
^ 


Babnstab 

Barnstable, 

Bourne, , 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Dennis, . 

Kastham, 

Falmouth, 

Harwich, 

Mashpee, 

Orleans, . 

Provincetown 

Sandwich, 

Truro, . 

Wellfleet. 

Yarmouth, 


lb. 


2 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 


2 

1 
1 

1 


1 
2 


6 

4 

1 
1 
1 
2 
8 

8 
2 

1 


6. 

4T 
.7 
1. 
1. 
2. 
3. 

sT 

2. 
1. 


6 

4 

1 
1 
1 
2 
3 

3 
2 

1 


11 
4 
4 

4 
4 

6 
6 
2 
2 
11 
18 
2 
1 
5 


9. 

3.9 

4. 

4. 

1.6 

sTs 

5. 

.9 

2. 

9.1 

14.4 

2. 

.8 
4.6 


6 
2 
4 

4 
2 

6 
6 

1 
1 
9 

2 

1 
2 


1 
1 

10 
3 


1 
1 


Total, 

Bbbkshii 
Adams, . 
Alford, . 
Becket, . 
Cheshire, 
Clarksburg, 
Dalton, . 
Egreraont, 
Florida, . 
Great Barrin 
Hancock, 
Hinsdale, 
Lanesborougl] 
Lee, . 
Lenox, . 
Monterey, 
Mount Washit 
New Ashford 
New Marlbor 
North Adams 
Otis, 
Peru. 
Pittsfleld, 
Richmond, 
Sandisfleld, 


IE. 

gton, 
» • 

igton, 
3ugh, 


8 

2 

4 

I 

6 
4 

2 

4 

12 
13 


5 
2 


3 

4 

1 

6 
4 

2 
2 

7 


23 

8 

2 

8 

1 

5 
2 

1 
2 

1 
4 

1 


22.7 

3. 

2. 

2.6 
1. 

b, 
2T 

.6 
2. 

1. 
4. 

1. 


23 

3 
2 

2 

1 

5 
2 

2 

1 

4 

1 


79 

12 

2 
3 

1 
6 
8 
1 
10 

3 

7 
4 
3 

2 
20 

1 

1 

3 


66.3 

10.2 

2. 
3. 

.2 
6. 
2.7 
1. 
10. 

3. 

7T 
4. 
3. 

2T 
17. 

.8 
26.1 
1. 
8. 


48 

9 

2 

1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
10 

3 

4 
4 
8 

2 
16 

1 

14 
1 
3 


15 

2 

1 
13 


2 

2 
2 

1 

1 
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Table IV. — Continued. 





Children 
DER 16 


UN- 


Idiotic. 


Insane. 


TOWNS 

BY 


OS 


Keroalning 

Mar. 31, 

1896. 


1 

s 




at 






Remaining 
Mar. 31, 1896. 


C0UNTIE8 


ii 


i 


£ 




9 




ii 


47 




s 


5§ 


1 


a 


« 




a 




^1 


II 


J3 




i 


5 


s 


i 


> 


1- 


^ 


< 


hH = 


a 


3 


Berkshire — Con . 
























Savoy, . 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


1.3 


1 


_ 


. 


Bheffield. 


1 


• 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


4.6 


6 


„ 


_ 


Stockbridffe, . 


1 


. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


7 


6.4 


5 


_ 


_ 


Tyririgh.m, . 
WaBblnKtOD, . 


•> 


~ 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


1.8 


- 


_ 




- 


- 


. 


. 


. 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


_ 


_ 


West Htockbridge, 


- 


- 


. 


- 


. 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


. 


. 


William Blown, 


2 


1 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


10 


9.2 


8 


_ 


_ 


WiudBor, 






- 














- 


- 


Total, . . 


62 


3 


26 


30 


29.1 


28 


149 


128.3 


105 


16 


6 


Bristol. 
























Aruflhnet, 


. 


. 


. 


1 


.1 


« 


3 


2.4 


2 


_ 


^ 


Attleborough, 


1 


- 


1 


3 


3. 


3 


12 


9.6 


9 


1 


„ 


Berkley, 


. 


. 


- 


- 


- 


. 


2 


2. 


1 


1 


„ 


Dartmouth, . 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


. 


7 


7. 


7 




« 


r>lghton. 


1 


- 


1 


'- 


• 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


_ 


. 


EaBton, . 


2 


- 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


15 


14.3 


11 


2 


. 


Fairhaven, . 


4 


4 


_ 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


6. 


4 


2 


_ 


Fall River, . 


155 


32 


26 


14 


11. 1 


11 


182 


134.6 


130 


6 


8 


Freetown, 


2 


1 


1 


4 


4. 


4 


1 


1. 


1 






Mansfield. . 


- 


• 


_ 


2 


2. 


2 


3 


2.3 


3 


. 


„ 


New Bedford, 


15 


6 


. 


9 


8.1 


8 


95 


74. 


57 


9 


_ 


No. Attleborough, 




- 


. 


1 


.1 


1 


8 


8.1 


7 




. 


Norton, . 


> 


- 


> 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


3. 


3 


- 


. 


Raynham, . . 
Refaobotb, . 


S 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


1.1 


1 


_ 


« 


1 


. 


. 


2 


1.9 


1 


3 


3. 


3 


_ 


_ 


Seekonk, 


. 


- 


. 


. 


. 


. 


3 


3. 


2 


1 


. 


Bomerset, 


- 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


9 


7.8 


5 


3 


. 


Swanzey, 


- 


• 


- 


2 


1.2 


1 


4 


4. 


2 


2 


_ 


Taunton, 


19 


6 


3 


5 


2.5 


3 


81 


66.7 


60 


6 


_ 


Westport, 


4 


1 
51 


3 


2 


2. 


2 


7 


4.7 


2 


4 


- 


Total, . 


208 


85 


51 


42. 


42 


447 


355.6 


311 


37 


8 


Dukes. 
























Ohilmark, . 


. 


- 


. 


. 


. 


- 


- 


• 


. 


„ 


. 


Cottage City, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. 


. 


Edgartown, . 


2 


- 


1 


1 


.1 


1 


4 


4. 


3 


- 


1 


Gay Head, . . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. 


• 


Gosnold, . 


. 


- 


• 


• 


- 


- 


• 


— 


. 


- 


. 


TlBbury, 


. 


~ 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


. 


• 


- 


_ 


. 


Weat TlBbury, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Total, . . 


2 


- 


2 


1 


1.1 


2 


4 


4. 


3 


- 


1 


Essex. 
























Amenbury, . 


- 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


15 


14.7 


11 


2 


1 


Andover, 


5 


2 


3 


. 


- 


- 


18 


17.6 


10 


6 


. 


Beverly, . 


5 


. 


2 


12 


9.9 


n 


20 


19.7 


10 


10 


. 


Boxford, 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


3. 


2 


1 


. 


Bradford. 


2 


- 


2 


. 


> 


. 


4 


4. 


4 


- 


. 


Danvers, 


4 


. 


3 


4 


4. 


4 


21 


18.1 


19 


_ 


1 


Ehbox, . 


- 


- 


. 


3 


2.5 


3 


3 


3. 


2 


1 


. 


Georgetown, . 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


5 


5. 


2 


2 


- 


GlouceBter, . 


5 


- 


2 


7 


5.6 


5 


57 


45.3 


38 


12 


- 


Grovcland, . 


" 




- 


" 


~ 


* 


6 


2.9 


2 


1 


* 
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Table IV. — Continued. 





Children 
DEB 16 


UN- 


Idiotic. 


Insane. 


TOWNS 

BY 


. in the Tear. 


Remaining 
Mar 31, 
1896. 1 








I 

1 
a 




Remaining 
kar. 31, 1896. 


COUNTIE 


il 


2 


i 

\ 




i 


4^ « 


»1 

II 


2 

1 




1 


a 
t-i 




^ 


^ 


s^ 


i 


> 


£W 


a 




ESSBX — C< 


m. 






















Hamilton, 


, - 


- 


. 


- 


. 


- 


2 


1.1 


1 


- 


. 


Haverhill, 


32 


8 


4 


11 


8.5 


8 


67 


41.9 


27 


18 


. 


Ipswich, 


8 




1 


3 


2.5 


3 


6 


6. 


- 


6 


- 


Lawrence, • 


34 


10 


11 


6 


4. 


3 


191 


151.2 


96 


61 


1 


Lynn, . 


49 


4 


32 


6 


6. 


6 


142 


119.3 


1U6 


10 


- 


Lynnfield, 


• 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


• 


• 


- 


- 


MancheBter, . 


, - 


. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


8. 


3 


- 


- 


Marblehead, , 


4 


1 


3 


5 


4.6 


6 


12 


10.5 


8 


3 


1 


Merrimac, 


1 




1 


2 


2. 


2 


4 


3.9 


3 


. 


_ 


Methuen, 


6 


1 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


16 


13.8 


15 


. 


. 


Middleton, . 


2 


- 


2 


. 


- 


- 


1 


.2 


« 


~ 


~ 


Nahant, . 


, „ 


_ 


. 


. 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


. 


. 


Newbury, 


, _. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


3. 


1 


- 


2 


Newburyport, 


S 


2 


- 


3 


2. 


3 


47 


40.3 


30 


7 


1 


North Andove 


r. . 


- 


- 


4 


4. 


4 


6 


5.3 


6 


- 


- 


Peabody, 


10 


2 


1 


2 


2. 


2 


28 


24. 


23 


-. 


- 


Rockport, 


. - 


. 


- 


3 


3. 


3 


14 


12. 


9 


2 


- 


Rowley, . 


, - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


2.6 


1 


> 


1 


Salem, . 


53 


3 


60 


1 


1. 


1 


88 


73.1 


33 


47 


- 


Salisbury, 


2 


. 


2 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Saugus, . 


, . 


. 


• ~ 


3 


S. 


3 


12 


10.4 


9 


- 


. 


Swampscott, 


, „ 


_ 


. 


_ 


. 


- 


8 


7.1 


8 


. 


_ 


Topsfi.'ld, 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


- 


Wenham, 


, . 


- 


- 


> 


• 


- 


- 


- 


- 


• 


. 


West Newbur 


y» . 


34 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 


5. 


4 


1 


- 


Total, 


. 220 


120 


80 


70.6 


72 


814 


670.9 


487 


190 


"1 


Frankli 


N. 






















Anhfield, 


, . - 


- 


- 


. 


- 


> 


3 


3. 


3 


~ 


.. 


Bernardston, 


, » 


_ 


- 


. 


- 


. 


3 


3. 


3 


- 


- 


Buckland^ 


. - 


. 


~ 


- 


- 


• 


8 


7.9 


3 


6 


- 


Gharlemont, 


1 • - 


_ 


_ 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


2.8 


2 


. 


1 


Colrain, . 


. . 1 


. 


1 


. 


- 


> 


3 


2. 


2 


- 


. 


Conway, 


2 


. 


2 


3 


8. 


3 


4 


3.4 


3 


. 


- 


Deerfield, 


, - 


• 


- 


- 


- 


- 


6 


4.6 


2 


2 


. - 


Erving, . 


. . 1 


. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


2. 


2 


> 


• 


Gill. 


, , - 


^ 


• 


. 


. 


- 


2 


1.1 


1 


. 


- 


Greenfield, 


. 


. 


. 


. 


- 


- 


13 


10.3 


9 


1 


1 


Hawley, . 


1 


. 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Heath, . 


. . - 


. 


• 


- 


• 


• 


4 


3.1 


2 


2 


~ 


Leverett, 


• • - 


« 


. 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3. 


3 


. 


. 


Leyden, . 


. . - 


. 


- 


• 


- 


~ 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


- 


Monroe, . 


. • - 


- 


m^ 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Montague, 


1 


1 


. 


6 


5. 


5 


6 


6.1 


6 


. 


. 


New Salem, 


. . - 


• 


. 


• 


- 


• 


3 


2.5 


1 


1 


- 


Northfield, 


• . - 


« 


• 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


2.6 


3 


- 


- 


Orange, . 


• •• - 


. 


• 


1 


1. 


1 


5 


4.9 


2 


3 


• 


Rowe, . 


. . - 


- 


- 


• 


- 


- 


2 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Shelburne, 


1 


. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Shutesbury, 


• . - 


. 


. 


3 


8. 


3 


3 


3. 


3 


- 


. 


Sunderland, 


, , - 


- 


~ 


- 


- 


- 


2 


1.1 


2 


- 


- 


Warwick, 


, , . 


. 


. 


- 


• 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


. 


Wendell, 


, , - 


- 


• 


> 


- 


- 


4 


2.9 


4 


- 


- 


Whately, 


3 


- 


3 


- 


- 


- 


2 


1.3 


1 


- 


- 


Total, 


10 


1 


9 


16- 


16. 


16 


90 


76.5 


64 


14 


2 
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Table IV. — Continued. 





Cbildrbn 

DBR 16 


UN- 


Idiotic. 


Insane. 


TOWNS 

BT 


(2 


Remaining 

Mar. 31, 

189€r. 




p 




s 
h 


o' 


Remaining 
Mar. 31, 1896. 














COUNTIES. 


1 


ii 


2 


1 




to . 

11 


1 




H 










S P 


A 




5P 


C 00 




bo 


aH 


S 3 


A 




o 


•1 2 


^ 


p 


as 


"^^ 





2 


P o. 


"1 2 


^ 






<-o 


a> 




0) 






« 


•J§ 


<^ 


o 




i- 


a 


00 


i 


> 


Seo 


i 


> 


£55 


a 

M 


• 


Hampdbn. 
























Agawara, 


. 


- 


- 


. 


. 


. 


7 


4.4 


4 


1 


- 


Blandford, . 


. 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


1 


1. 


. 


- 


1 


Brlrafield, . 


2 


1 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


1.8 


- 


1 


. 


Chester, . 


7 


. 


- 


. 


- 


. 


2 


1.9 


1 


- 


. 


Chicopee, 





. 


5 


- 


. 


- 


86 


83.2 


29 


4 


1 


East LoDgmeadow, 


-. 


- 


- 


•. 


-i 


- 


3 


1.9 


1 


- 


- 


Granville, 


- 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


3 


2.5 


2 


- 


1 


Hampden, . 


. 


. 


• 


. 


. 


. 


8 


3. 


8 


- 


- 


Holland, . . 


. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. 


2 


2. 


2 


. 


- 


Holyoke, i . 


36 


2 


26 


2 


1.8 


1 


75 


67.2 


33 


28 


_ 


Longmeadow, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


^ 


. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Ludlow, . 


. 


-. 


. 


. 


- 


. 


1 


1. 


- 


. 


1 


Munson, . 


1 


. 


_ 


8 


3. 


8 


12 


8.4 


4 


6 


- 


Montgomery, 


- 


. 


- 


. 


- 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


- 


Palmer, . 


4 


- 


- 


4 


2.1 


2 


14 


12.3 


5 


8 


- 


Rusaell, . 


_ 


. 


. 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


1.5 


2 


_ 


. 


Southwick, . 


. 


. 


- 


. 


- 


. 


8 


2.6 


2 


- 


- 


Springfield, . 


10 


1 


4 


7 


4.6 


4 


101 


80.2 


22 


64 


- 


Tolland,. . . 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Wales, . . . 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


4 


4. 


1 


- 


3 


Westfield, . 


» 


. 


_ 


3 


2.1 


2 


29 


21.6 


15 


8 


. 


WePt Bpringaeld, . 
Wllbrahum, . 


. 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


8 


7.6 


7 


- 


- 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 






1 


Total, . 


78 


34 


24 


18.6 


17 


812 


252.1 


186 


116 


8 


Hampsbibb. 
























Amherst, 


_ 


- 


- 


2 


2. 


2 





8. 


6 


1 


- 


Belchertown, 


6 


2 


. 


. 


. 


- 


4 


3.6 


1 


1 


- 


Chesterfield, . 


_ 


_ 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


2.3 


2 


• 


. 


Curamington, 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3. 


3 


3 


8. 


2 


- 


1 


Southampton, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


17 


15.8 


8 


7 


1 


Enfield, . 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


5. 


4 


- 


1 


Goshen, . 


- 


. 


> 


- 


- 


• 


- 


. 


- 


- 


. 


Granby, . 


6 


- 


8 


1 


1. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Greenwich, . 


2 


. 


2 


1 


1. 


1 


1 


.1 


- 


- 


• . 


Hadley, . 


- 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


4.9 


5 


- 


- 


Hatfield, 


3 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 


4 


4. 


4 


- 


- 


Huntingrton, . 
Middlefield, . 


- 


_ 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


8 


8. 


8 


- 


. 


_ 


. 


• 


. 


• 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


- 


Northampton, 


1 


-. 


- 


2 


1.3 


2 


26 


19.4 


15 


6 


- 


Pelham, . 


- 


- 


-. 


~ 


- 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


. 


Plainfleld, . 


. 


_ 


. 


. 


. 


. 


3 


2.6 


8 


- 


. 


Prescott. 


. 


- 


• 


. 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


•. 


Southampton, 


1 


- 


- 


. 


- 


- 


2 


.9 


1 


• - 


- 


South Hadley, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 


9.7 


10 


- 


- 


Ware, . 


1 


- 


• 


3 


8. 


3 


14 


14. 


14 


- 


- 


Westhampton, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


- 


Williamsburg, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


2.7 


1 


- 


1 


Worthington, 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 


5. 


3 


- 


2 


Total, . 


20 


6 


16 


15.3 


16 


125 


110.3 


89 


15 


1 


MiDDLBSBX. 
























Acton, . 


. 


- 


• 


1 


1. 


1 


8 


8. 


2 


1 


- 


Arlington, 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


6. 


4 


- 


2 


Ashby, . 


3 


3 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


2 


2. 


1 


1 


- 


Ashland, 


- 


. 


. 


2 


2. 


2 


5 


3.4 


1 


2 


1 


Ayer, 


1 


1 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


3. 


2 


1 


- 
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Middlesex — Cod 

Bedford, 

BelmoDt, 

Billerica, 

Boxborougb, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Carliele, . 

Chelmsford, 

Concord, 

Dracut, . 

Dunstable, 

Everett, . 

Framingham, 

Groton, . 

Holliston, 

nopkinton, 

Hudson, . 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, . 

Littleton, 

Lowell, . 

Maiden, . 

Marlborough, 

Maynard, 

Medford, 

Melrose, . 

Katick, . 

Newton, . 

North Reading, 

Pepperell, 

Reading, t 

Bherborn, 

Shirley, . 

Somerville, 

Btoneham, 

Stow, 

Sudbury, 

Tewksbury, 

Townsend, 

Tyngsborough, 

Wakefield, 

Walthara, 

Watertown, 

"Wayland, 

Westford, 

Wpston, . 

Wilmington, 

Winchester, 

Woburn, 

Total, 



Nantucket. 
Nantucket, . 



Norfolk. 
Avon, 
Belllngham, . 









8 


8. 


3 


8 


.8 


1 




- 


- 


. 


-. 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


. 


- 


- 


• 


2 


2. 


2 


4 


8.4 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


1 
22 


iT 
19.1 


1 
17 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


93 


10 


27 


195 


155.9 


129 


25 


- 


-. 


. 


2 


1.6 


2 


_ 


. 




. 


3 


3 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


9 


7.5 


4 


4 


. 


- 


. 


_ 


. 


- 


6 


6. 


6 


- 


- 


. 


. 


_ 


• 


- 


4 


3.7 


4 


. 


- 


- 


~ 


. 


- 


~ 


2 


1.5 


- 


. 


3 


. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


14 


11.5 


11 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


13 


8.9 


7 


1 


. 


_ 


. 


8 


3. 


3 


3 


3. 


2 


1 


. 


. 


. 


3 


3. 


3 


9 


9. 


6 


3 


1 


. 


_ 


4 


4. 


4 


15 


11.3 


11 


1 


6 


. 


4 


- 


- 


. 


3 


8. 


3 


-. 


1 


. 


1 


1 


.6 


1 


4 


2.5 


3 


. 


- 


- 


. 


- 


• 


- 


5 


4.2 


8 


- 


3 


3 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


. 


- 


-. 


- 


108 


38 


7 


4 


3.5 


4 


208 


158.5 


57 


104 


10 


10 


2 


3 


3. 


3 


44 


36.6 


83 


2 


4 


1 


. 


4 


3.1 


3 


31 


23. 


12 


9 


« 




. 


2 


2. 


2 


4 


4. 


3 


1 


8 


_ 


2 


2 


.7 


1 


18 


14.1 


15 


- 


2 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


18 


15.4 


15 


. 


1 


_ 


1 


2 


1.2 


2 


31 


23.2 


23 


1 


2 


. 


2 


1 


1. 


1 


29 


25. 


21 


3 


~ 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


2. 


1 


1 


3 


2 


. 


2 


1.1 


2 


7 


5.1 


5 


1 


2 


- 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


6. 


5 


- 




_ 




1 


1. 


1 


1 


1. 




1 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


2.7 


3 


■- 


6 


. 


8 


8 


3. 


3 


56 


45.9 


39 


• 


6 


. 


2 


2 


2. 


2 


18 


14.6 


16 


. 


- 


. 


- 


- 


• 


- 


2 


2. 


2 


- 


. 


. 


. 


2 


2. 


2 


2 


2. 


2 


. 


_ 


- 


. 


2 


1. 


1 


5 


5. 


1 


4 


_ 


„ 


. 


3 


2.7 


2 


2 


2. 


_. 


2 


» 


. 


- 


1 


1. 


1 


1 


1. 


1 


- 


2 


1 


1 


3 


3. 


3 


15 


13.9 


12 


2 


21 




18 


6 


3.1 


3 


41 


26.3 


16 


19 


2 


. 


• 


. 


- 


- 


12 


10.1 


8 


1 




_ 


_ 


_ 


. 


. 


4 


4. 


3 


1 


1 


_ 


. 


. 


• 


. 


6 


6; 


6 


. 




_ 


_ 


_ 


„ • 


„ 


2 


2. 


1 


1 


- 


. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


4 


3.2 


3 


- 


• 


m. 


•> 


~ 


— 


— 


4 


3. 


— 


— 


8 


1 


4 


3 


3. 


3 


27 


21.8 


24 


1 


296 


~z 


76 


luo 


88.5 


89 


913 


741. 


632 


196 


S 


- 


2 


5 


6. 


6 


12 


9.9 


7 


4 














1 


1. 


1 




- 




~ 1 


1 


1. 


1 


3 


1.8 




2 



22 
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Children un- 
der 16. 


Idiotic. 


INSAKB. 


TOWNS 

BY 


i 

a 

I 


Remaining 

Mar. 31, 

1896. 


i 

s 

i 


1 

< 


si 

ji 


1 
% 

a 

i 


1 


Remaining 
Mar.«I, 1896. 


COUNTIES. 


if 

a 


2 




ii 

a 

M 


2 

s 


Norfolk — 
Braintree, 
Brookline, 
Canton, . 
Cohaseet, 
Dedham, 
Dover, . 
Fox borough. 
Franklin, 
Holbrook. 
Hyde Park, 
Medfield, 
Mcdway, 
Millis, . 
Milton, . 
Needham, 
Norfolk, 
Norwood, 
Qulncy, . 
Randolph, 
Bha^on, . 
Stoughton, 
Walpole, 
Wellesley, 
Weymouth, 
Wrentham, 


Don. 


5 
2 
2 

4 

2 
1 

7 

1 
2 
8 


2 

1 
3 

6 

1 
1 

2 


6 

1 
8 


4 

1 
4 

1 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

4 
2 

2 

1 

8 
2 


3.1 
1. 
2. 
1. 
.2 

i7 
1. 

1.7 

1. 

1. 

1T2 

1. 

7.3 

1.6 


1 

8 

1 


6 
21 
13 

7 
16 

2 
6 

4 
12 
2 
7 
1 
7 
2 

5 
23 
16 

4 
12 

4 

9 
21 

6 


6.6 
19.1 
12.6 

7. 
14.1 

1T7 
6. 
8.3 
10. 
1.6 
7. 
1. 
7. 
2; 

4.4 
18.3 
13.7 

8.8 
12. 

4. 

9. 
18.5 

6. 


4 
20 
11 

6 
14 

1 
5 
8 
10 
2 
6 

7 
2 

6 

20 
11 

2 
11 

3 

6 
13 

4 


1 
1 

2 

2 

1 
2 

1 
1 

3 
6 
8 


1 
1 


Total, . . 

Plymouth. 
Ablngton, 
Bridgewater, . 
Brockton, 
Carver, . 
Duxbury, 
East Bridgewater, 
Halifax, . , . 
Hanover, . 
Hanson, . 
Hingham, 
Hull. . . . 
Kingston, 
Lakeville, . 
Marion, . 
Karshfield, . . 
Mattapoisett, . 
Middleborongh, . 
Norwell, 
Pembroke, , 
Plymouth, . 
Plympton, 
Rochester, . 
Rockland, 
Scituate, 
Wareham, 
West Bridgewater, 
Whitman, 


29 

24 

2 
1 

1 

1 
2 



1 

1 
1 

I 


37 

1 
1 
5 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 
2 

8 

2 

' 
2 
2 

1 
1 


30.7 

1. 
1. 
4.6 

1. 

iT 

2. 

1. 

1. 
2. 

7.6 

2T 

2. 
2. 

iT 
1. 


30 

1 
1 

4 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 
2 

7 

2 

2 
2 

1 
1 


208 

7 
7 
32 
2 
6 
6 
1 
6 
3 
6 

6 
8 
3 
2 

1 

16 

4 

3 

26 

1 

8 

10 

2 

1 

3 

6 


189.4 

7. 
6.1 
26.4 
2. 
6.2 
6. 
1. 
6.6 
8. 
4.4 

4.8 

3. 

2.2 

2. 

1. 
14.3 

4. 

8. 
21.4 

1. 

8. 

7.9 

2. 

1. 

8. 

4.2 


166 

7 
4 
16 
2 
6 
6 
1 
8 
8 
2 

6 
3 

1 
2 

10 
3 
2 

19 
1 
1 
8 
2 
1 
2 
3 


24 

2 
11 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 
2 

1 
1 
2 

2 

1 


2 

1 

1 

2 


Total, 


• • 


31 


3 


31 


30.2 


29 


161 


144.6 


111 


29 


4 
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Children un- 
der 16. 


Idiotic. 


- 


In 


8ANE. 




TOWNS 

BY 


a 


Mar 31, 

1896. 


1 




£3 


Remainin« 
Mar. 31, 1896. 


COUNTIES. 


II 




s 








5i 

it 


If 


2 




i 


<'0 

a 

M 


S 


6 


< 


t 


- 


- 


5a 




1 


SurFOLK. 




















Boston, . 


633 


. 


816 


72 


71.3 


72 


I 


3 


1,235 


. 


38 


Chelsea, . 


2 


- 


2 


2 


1.5 


2 




; 


28 


1 


5 


Revere, . 


_. 


. 














6 






Winthrop, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 






2 


- 


- 


Total, 


635 


- 


318 


74 


72.8 


74 


1,572 


1,330.1 


1,271 


1 


41 


WORCBSTER. 
























A^hburnham, 


_ 


„ 


« 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


5.5 


8 


8 


_ 


Aihol 


_ 


« 


« 








5 


5. 


5 




_ 


Auburn, . 




_ 


. 


„ 


« 


_ 


_ 


1 


1. 


1 


_ 


_ 


Barre, . 




1 


. 


. 


2 


2. 


2 


4 


8.4 




1 


1 


Berlin, . 




_ 


_ 


_ 


« 


« 


_ 


4 


4. 


3 




1 


Blackatone, 







2 


6 


_ 


„ 


. 


10 


10. 


8 


2 




Bolton, . 










4 


4. 


4 


1 


1. 




1 


_ 


BoyUton, 




_ 


_ 


_ 








2 


2. 


2 




^ 


Brook field, 




1 


« 


« 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


6. 


3 


3 


_ 


Charlton, 




1 


1 


_ 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


2. 


1 


1 


. 


Clinton, . 




13 




13 








25 


20.1 


22 




. 


Dana, . 




• 


. 


_ 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


. 


1 


. 


DoURlas, 




. 


. 


_ 


3 


3. 


8 






_ 




_ 


Dudley, . 




6 


2 


« 








5 


4T9 


4 


_ 


„ 


Fitchbarg, 




27 


. 


6 


4 


3. 


8 


88 


26.5 


8 


21 


_ 


Gardner, 




4 


1 










6 


5.9 


8 


8 


. 


Grafton, 




2 




_ 


2 


2. 


2 


8 


6.7 


6 




1 


HHrdwick, 






«, 


„ 


1 


1. 


1 


6 


6. 


8 


8 




Harvard, 




2 


2 


_ 


2 


2. 


2 


2 


2. 


1 


1 


_ 


Holden, . 








_ 








2 


2. 




2 


^ 


Hoped ale. 




. 


_ 


« 


_ 


_ 


_ 


1 


1. 


1 




„ 


Hubbardston, 




-. 


. 


_ 


2 


2. 


2 


8 


8. 


2 


1 


"„ 


Lancaster, 




12 


5 


6 


4 


4. 


4 


6 


8.8 


8 


1 


^ 


Leicester, 






_ 




2 


2. 


2 


7 


5.5 


5 


2 


„ 


Leominster, 




« 


„ 










19 


16.6 


12 


6 


1 


Lunenburg, 




. 


. 


_ 


4 


4. 


4 


5 


4.3 


1 


8 




Mendon, 




- 


- 


. 


_ 


_ 


« 


2 


2. 


2 


« 


„ 


Milford, . 




3 


2 


_ 


1 


.9 


_ 


18 


14.6 


13 


1 


^ 


Millbury. 




.^ 


. 


» 






_ 


11 


9.7 


11 




_ 


Now Bralntree, , 


_ 


„ 


« 


_ 


«. 


_ 








_ 


_ 


Northborough, 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


8 


3. 


3 


„ 


_ 


Northbridge, . 


- 


. 


- 


. 






11 


10.1 


8 


1 


I 


North Brookfield, . 


• 1 


. 


. 


. 


„ 


_ 


6 


6. 


5 




1 


Oakham, 




« 


« 


. 


_ 


_ 


1 


1. 




1 




Oxford, . 




1 


. 


1 


_ 


« 


« 


8 


7.6 


5 


2 


1 


Paxton, . 




« 


„ 




_ 


„ 


_ 












Petersham, 




. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


8 


8. 


1 


2 


^ 


Phillipston, 




- 


. 


« 








1 


1. 


1 




_ 


Princeton, 




« 


« 


„ 


_ 


„ 


. 








„ 


_ 


Roynlston, 




. 


« 


. 


« 


. 


„ 


1 


1. 


1 


„ 


„ 


Rutland, 




4 


• 


1 


. 


. 


„ 








_ 


„ 


Shrewsbury, 






. 




1 


1. 


1 


3 


2.7 


1 


1 


^ 


Bouthhorough 




. 


. 


_ 


2 


2. 


2 


2 


2. 


2 




„ 


Southbrldge, 




- 


_ 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


17 


14.9 


12 


3 


_ 


Spencer, 




6 


. 


. 


- 


. 


. 


14 


10.5 


1 


6 


« 


Sterling, 




. 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


4 


4. 


2 


2 


. 


Sturbridge, . 







1 


7 


2 


1.6 


2 


2 


2. 




2 


_. 


Button, . 




• 


- 


• 


7 


7. 


7 


10 


8.4 


2 


6 


I 


Templeton, 




• 


. 


. 


1 


1. 


1 


4 


4. 


2 


2 




Upton, . 


~ 


" 


~ 


■" 


— 


- 


8 


2.7 


2 


- 


- 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



xl 



LUNACY AND CHARITY. 



[Jan. 



THE PAUPER ABSTRACT. 



Table IV. — Concluded. 





Children un- 
der 16. 


Idiotic. 


Insane. 


TOWNS 

BT 


I 

a 

i 


Remaining 

Mar. 31, 

1396. 


1 
1 

s 

i 


i 

1 


OS 

ts . 


1 

1 

a 

i 


i 

S) 

e 

< 


Remaining 
Mar. 31, 1896. 


COUNTIES. 


Il 

a 

l-H 


i 


a** 

M 


In Alms- 
houses. 

Elsewhere. 


TVORCESTBB— Con. 
Uxbridge, 
Warren, . 
Webster. 
Westborough, 
West Boylslon, . 
West Brook field, . 
WestmiDster, 
Winchendon, 
Worcester, . 


2 
1 

1 

8 
3d 


1 

10 


- 


1 
s 

28 


1. 

3. 
1. 
4. 

2? 
22.6 


1 

8 

1 
4 

2 
22 


6 
2 

16 
7 
3 
8 
2 

10 
127 


6.0 
2. 

14.7 
7. 
2.5 
2.9 
2. 
6.1 
107. 


6 
2 
10 
7 
3 
2 

4 
20 


3 

2 
1 

84 


- 


Total, 


150 


27 


88 


90 


83.1 


82 


475 


409.5 


224 


1T3 


S 



SUMMARY BY COUNTIES. 



Barnstable, . 


8 


5 


3 


23 


22.7 


23 


79 


66.3 


48 


15 


2 


Berkshire, 




52 


3 


26 


30 


29.1 


28 


149 


128.3 


105 


16 


6 


Bristol, . 




208 


51 


35 


51 


42. 


42 


446 


355.6 


811 


87 


3 


Dukes, . 




2 


_ 


1 


2 


1.1 


2 


4 


4. 


3 




1 


Bsnex, . 




220 


34 


120 


80 


70.6 


72 


814 


670.9 


4S7 


190 


8 


Franklin, 




10 


1 


9 


16 


16. 


16 


90 


76.5 


64 


14 


2 


Hampden, 




78 


4 


34 


24 


18.6 


17 


312 


252.li 


136 


115 


8 


Hampshire, 




20 


4 


6 


16 


15.3 


16 


125 


110.31 


89 


15 


6 


Middlesex, 




296 


78 


76 


100 


88.5 


89 


913 


741. 1 


532 


196 


22 


Nantuekft, 




3 


- 


2 


5 


5. 


5 


12 


9.9 


7 


4 


- 


Norfolk, 




29 


6 


9 


37 


30.7 


30 


208 


189.4 


165 


24 


2 


Plymouth, 




31 


2 


3 


81 


80.2 


29 


161 


144.51 


111 


29 


4 


Suffolk, . 




635 


- 


318 


74 


72.8 


74 


1,572 


l,830.l' 


1,271 


1 


41 


Worcester, 




150 


27 


38 


90 


83.1 


82 


475 


409.51 224 


173 


8 


Total, 


1,742 


210 


680 


579 


525.7 


525 


5,361 


4,488.3' 


3,553 


829 


113 


Add State Poor, . 


1,779 


68 


1,008 


193 


178. 


181 


2,752 


1,427.3 


976 


469 


38 


Aggreffate of State 
























and Town Poor, . 


3,521 


278 


1,688 


672 


698.7 


706 


8,013 


5,915.6 


4,829 


1,298 


l&l 
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THE STATE AND TOWN POOR SINCE 1863. 

Table VII. — Number of the State Poor and of the City and Town 
Poor remaining ia the Institutions at the Close of Each Official 
Year from 1863. 









2 

1 


Worcester Lunatic 
Hospital aud 
Asyluni. 














City and 
Town Poor. 




i 


i 


a 

s 

£■§ 
1% 

GQ 


il 
1= 


3 

a tt 

la 


1 

3. 

Q 


a 

it 

H 


•n.d 


1 

do 

1 




a* 




1863, 


633 


670 


536 


175 


238 


258 


_ 


. 


. 


2,544 


3,000* 


425 


6,969 


1864, 


649 


628 


485 


116 


186 


216 


- 


- 


- 


2,307 


2,700* 


448 


6,456 


1865, 


637 


641 


482 


91 


162 


236 


- 


- 


- 


2,259 


2.800* 


481 


6,640 


1866, 


707 


661 


311 


129 


147 


272 


- 


- 


- 


2,148 


2,958 


498 


6,604 


1867, 


686 


657 


341 


101 


153 


271 


- 


- 


- 


2,209 


3,003 


632 


5,744 


1868, 


636 


540 


425 


96 


181 


264 


- 


- 


- 


2,142 


3,012 


552 


5,706 


1869, 


690 


397 


364 


61 


145 


234 


- 


- 


- 


1,881 


2,844 


655 


6,380 


1870, 


655 


363 


337 


36 


124 


209 


- 


- 


- 


1,723 


2,758 


728 


6,209 


1871, 


639 


408 


397 


29 


91 


215 


- 


- 


- 


1,779 


2,506 


770 


6,055 


1872, 


674 


381 


308 


26 


85 


230 


- 


- 


- 


,1,703 


2,483 


844 


5,030 


1873, 


762 


429 


347 


48 


76 


247 


- 


- 


- 


1,909 


2,496 


858 


5,263 


1874. 


805 


409 


375 


82 


128 


291 


- 


- 


- 


2,090 


2,758 


886 


3,734 


1875, 


792 


449 


422 


42 


135 


262 


- 


- 


- 


a.l02 


3,160 


1,044 


6,306 


1876, 


798 


479 


603 


35 


137 


263 


- 


- 


- 


2,205 


3,630 


1,180 


7,015 


1877, 


919 


466 


389 


61 


158 


239 


- 


- 


- 


2,222 


3,969 


1,310 


7,501 


1878, 


897 


473 


249 


174 


134 


198 


80 


- 


- 


2,205 


4,022 


1,479 


7,706 


1879, 


846 


421 


225 


191 


126 


202 


149 


- 


- 


2,160 


3,563 


1,634 


7,357 


1880, 


840 


370 


158 


240 


119 


183 


134 


- 
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2,044 


4,017 


1,760 


7,H21 


1881, 


888 


332 


129 


209 


81 


176 


112 


- 


- 


1,947 


3,818 


1,941 


7.706 


1882, 


789 


366 


210 


239 


94 


161 


115 


~ 


- 


i,973 


3,828 


2,075 


7,876 


1883, 


894 


332 


63 


289 


111 


157 


150 




- 


1,996 


3,945 


2,156 


8,097 


1884, 


940 


310 


95 


279 


100 


153 


153 


- 


- 


2.030 


4,181 


2,161 


8,372 


1886, 


776 


293 


304 


309 


123 


15| 


214 


- 


- 


2,173 


4,248 


2,204 


8,625 


1886, 


786 


239 


267 


249 


113 


141 


200 


- 


- 


1,995 


4,888 


2,306 


9,188 


1887, 


836 


212 


324 


228 


111 


104 


165 


115 


- 


2,095 


5,012 


2,413 


9,520 


1888, 


783 


184 


420 


261 


92 


104 


104 


113 


- 


2,061 


5,155 


2,588 


9.804 


1889, 


758 


173 


403 


248 


94 


88 


110 


196 


- 


2,070 


4,917 


2,764 


9,761 


1890, 


718 


146 


509 


262 


131 


101 


142 


168 


- 


2,167 


4,582 


2.629 


9,378 


1891, 


759 


110 


536 


324 


129 


80 


139 


137 


- 


2,214 


4,583 


2,648 


9,445 


1892, 


724 


116 


705 


394 


108 


84 


135 


170 


- 


2,436 


4,713 


2,774 


9,923 


1893, 


837 


69 


672 


362 


147 


81 


142 


132 


44 


2,486 


4,700 


2,979 


10,165 


1894. 


971 


19 


833 


341 


121 


73 


130 


134 


37 


2,659 


4,876 


3,056 


10,591 


1895, 


886 


t- 


870 


329 


118 


73 


138 


125 


64 


2,593 


4,994 


3,235 


10,822 


1896, 


993 


123 


931 


288 


146 


69 


116 


96 


42 


2,804 


4.972 


3,553 


11,829 



* Approximate. f Medfleld Insane Asylum in 1896. 

Note. — The figures for the State Primary School exclude children committed by the 
count* to the custody of this Board ; for the State Almshouse and State Farm thfy exclude 
cases of town settlement. The totals for Slate Poor, and the general total, include for Rains- 
ford IslancI Hospital (abolished in 1866), 144 in 1863, 35 in 1864, 121 in 1865, and 23 in 1866. 
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AVERAGE NUMBER OF IN-DOOR POOR SINCE 1863 

Table VIII. — Average Number of the State, and the City and 
Town Poor in the Institutions Each Year from 1863, 
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City and 
Town Poor 
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3.233 


In Lun. Hospitals 
aod Asylums. 


1883, 


737 


601 


608 


184 


258 


247 


_ 


_ 


» 


2,750 


420 


6.403 


1864, 


733 


657 


660 


145 


212 


232 


- 


- 


- 


2.527 


2,866 


434 


5,827 


1866, 


732 


605 


682 


106 


173 


225 


- 


- 


- 


2,591 


2,896 


465 


5,952 


1S66, 


717 


643 


482 


143 


162 


251 


- 


- 


- 


2.399 


2,984 


490 


5,873 


1887, 


757 


628 


331 


138 


142 


262 


- 


- 


- 


2,259 


3,000 


515 


5,774 


1868, 


731 


646 


408 


96 


167 


262 


- 


- 


- 


2,309 


3,010 


560 


6,879 


1869, 


710 


600 


412 


74 


164 


248 


- 


- 


- 


2,108 


3,004 


650 


6,762 


1870, 


724 


442 


336 


52 


147 


237 


- 


- 


- 


1,937 


2,752 


720 


5,409 


1871, 


749 


388 


885 


44 


133 


230 




_ 


- 


1,929 


2,680 


745 1 


5,354 


1872, 


759 


373 


372 


37 


113 


227 


- 


- 


- 


1,881 


2,690 


788 : 


5,259 


1873, 


816 


367 


332 


60 


96 


248 


- 


- 


- 


1,908 


2,578 


842 


5,328 


1874, 


881 


413 


403 


63 


117 


284 


- 


- 


- 


2,161 


2,715 


865 


5,741 


1875, 


844 


417 


436 


68 


145 


274 


- 


- 


- 


2,183 


2,879 


849 


5,911 


1876, 


916 


422 


427 


63 


160 


259 


- 


- 


- 


2,227 


3.331 


1,039 


6,597 


1877, 


824 


451 


457 


63 


160 


256 


- 


- 


- 


2,300 


3,747 


1,158 


7,205 


1878, 


943 


481 


302 


154 


154 


212 


26 


- 


- 


2,271 


8,903 


1,288 


7,462 


1879, 


945 


448 


309 


186 


134 


200 


142 


- 


- 


2,363 


3,977 


1,402 


7,742 


1880, 


916 


387 


243 


211 


126 


197 


146 




- 


2,226 


3.698 


1,543 


7,407 


1881, 


878 


360 


229 


236 


118 


181 


139 


- 


- 


2,141 


3,654 


1,850 


7,645 


1882, 


860 


383 


223 


243 


89 


167 


130 


- 


- 


2,095 


3.746 


1.998 


7,839 


1883, 


918 


345 


181 


250 


115 


162 


146 


- 


- 


2.116 


3.769 


2,075 


7,960 


1884, 


968 


345 


167 


289 


114 


165 


181 


- 


- 


2,217 


3,911 


2,150 


8,278 


1885, 


958 


299 


350 


305 


120 


154 


209 


- 


- 


2,895 


4,255 


2,200 


8,750 


1886, 


876 


274 


365 


277 


146 


140 


213 


- 


- 


2,291 


4,366 


2,250 


8,907 


1887, 


863 


219 


376 


252 


110 


123 


♦209 


88 


. 


2,240 


4,358 


2,355 


8,953 


1888. 


811 


206 


490 


233 


111 


112 


173 


148 


- 


2,284 


4.360 


2,370 


9,014 


1889, 


764 


170 


529 


266 


99 


105 


132 


166 


- 


2,220 


4.560 


2,483 


9,263 


1890, 


852 


168 


533 


273 


129 


97 


164 


166 


- 


2,362 


4,528 


2,645 


9,635 


1891, 


812 


124 


696 


353 


115 


90 


153 


166 


- 


2,409 


4,384 


2,666 


9,459 


1892, 


901 


110 


.694 


400 


133 


86 


168 


173 




2,655 


4,491 


2,747 


9,893 


1893, 


902 


77 


703 


896 


135 


76 


169 


169 


♦28 


2,645 


4,458 


2,955 


10,058 


1894, 


1,052 


69 


858 


376 


138 


81 


153 


144 


46 


2,917 


4,575 


3,067 


10,559 


1895, 


997 


t87 


919 


396 


167 


81 


171 


150 


60 


2,982 


4,879 


3,271 


11,132 


1896, 


1,053 


tl07 


992 


369 


145 


82 


156 


139 


76 


3,119 


4,768 


3,538 


11,425 



* For 34 weekp, equivalont to 18 for a year, 
t Medtield losaae Asylum in 1896. 



t For 9 months, equal to 65 for the year. 



Note. — The fitfures for the State Primary School exclude children committed by the 
courts; those for the State Almshouse and the State Farm represent only the State Poor, 
the insane at those institutions who have settlements being counted amoni; th^ '* Towns' 
Poor in Hospitals and Asylums." The totals for Stale Poor, and ihorefore the general 
totals, include for Rainsford Island Hospital, 116 in 1863, 88 in 1864, 68 in 1865, 101 in 1866, 
and 1 in 1867. 
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FOKMS OF MENTAL DISEASE. 



Table XXIII. — Forms of Mental Disease in Cases Admitted or 
Discharged at 'Five State Hospitals ^ with Condition on Dis- 
charge— 1895-96. 



FORMS OF DISEASE. 



1. Insane. 

Mania, acute, .... 
chronic, « • • 
recurrent, 

puerperal and hysterical, 
Melancholia, acute, . 

chronic, • 
recurrent, • 
Dementia, primary, . • • 
aecondary, 
senile, 
organic, . 
Monomania, .... 
Acute confusional insanity, . 

Paralysis, 

Paresis, 

Epilepsy, 

Toxic insanity, alcoholic, etc.. 
Hypochondriacal insanity, 

Chorea, 

Paranoia, ..... 
Adolescence, .... 
Congenital, .... 
Idiocy and Imbecility, 

2. ffdbitual DrunkardB, . 

8. 27dt Insanet 

Total of cases, • 
Total of persons, . 



T3 fl«5 



224 

138 
40 
80 

229 

60 

5 

87 

173 

124 
87 

162 
38 
22 

117 
93 

189 

1 

67 
38 
26 
84 
24 
17 



1,922 
1,919 



Cases Discharged, 1895-96. 



2 
100 



318 
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184 



31 

196 

06 

14 

89 

811 

130 

80 

171 

23 

17 

162 

116 

108 

8 

2 

63 

16 

27 

44 

23 

16 

2,166 

2.108 
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Dyspepsia, . 
Scarlet fever, 
Sypliilis, 
Typhoid fever. 
Meningitis, . . 
Sargical operation. 
Measles, 
Privation, 
Miscellaneous, 

2. 

Not insane. 
Unknown, 


1 
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Dyspepria, • . , 
Scarlet fever. 
Syphilis, . . 
Typhoid fever, . 
Meningitis, . . 
Surgical operation. 
Measles, . . 
Privation, 
Miscellaneoas, 

2. Mental:-^ 

AflBiction, grief, etc.. 
Anxiety, worry, etc.. 
Fright, . . . 
Prison confinement, 

Not insane. 
Unknown, 
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3, Diseases of Circulat 

Hemorrhage, cerebi 
Heart disease, 

failure, . . 

rupture. 

Cerebral emboiiam. 
Thrombosis, . . 
Aneurism, 

4, Diseases of Digestim 

Dysentery, . 
DiarrhoBa, 
Peritonitis, 
Enteritis, 

Intestinal catarrh, . 
obstructi< 

5, General Causes : — 

Diabetes, . 
Bright's disease, , 
Nephritis, 
Cancer, . 
Erysipelas, . 
Gangrene, 
Old age, . . 
Bulcide, . 
Miscellaneous, 
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KE8ULT8 OF DIFFERENT ADMISSIONS. 



Table XXIX. — Results of Different Admissions at Seven 
Hospitals. 









OmoiAL Year, 
180S-06. 


Sbvektbbn Ybabs, 
1880-96. 


CONDITION ON DISCHARGE. 




^ 






i 








1 


1 


1 


I 


H 


Whole Damber discharged, . 




1,230 


1,178 


2,408 


* 
14,240 


13,261 


27.501 


On First Admission, 




1,062 


962 


2,014 


11.748 


10,784 


22.477 


Tiz. : — Recovered, . 






144 


169 


808 


2,607 


2.818 


4.925 


Died, . . . 






213 


202 


416 


2.806 


2,334 


6.189 


Otherwise, 






m 


601 


1,296 


6,831 


6.082 


12,413 


On Second Admission, 






126 


142 


268 


1,746 


1.647 


8.893 


viz . : — Recovered, . 






17 


19 


86 


838 


867 


695 


Died, . 






21 


17 


88 


848 


261 


604 


Otherwise, 






88 


106 


194 


1,066 


1.029 


2,094 


On Third Admission, 






29 


88 


67 


897 


472 


860 


viz.: — Recovered, 






1 


11 


12 


82 


112 


194 


Died, . . 






8 


2 


6 


68 


63 


HI 


Otherwise, 






25 


26 


60 


257 


807 


664 


On Fourth or Subsequent Admissions, . 


28 


86 


69 


354 


408 


762 


viz. :« Recovered, . . . . 


4 


12 


16 


118 


189 


267 


Died 


4 


8 


7 


86 


40 


76 


Otherwise 


16 


21 


86 


200 


220 


429 


Whole number of persons discharged. 


1,224 


1.176 


2.400 


- 


- 


- 



NoTB. — The seven hospitals reported 28.771 discharges in the seventeen years; but in some 
of the earlier years the classification was incomplete. The latter remark applies also to the 
three foUowing Tables. XXX., XXXI. and XXXII., in which only the classified cases are 
included out of the admissions of seventeen years. 
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PARENTAGE AND CIVIL CONDITION. 



Table XXX. — Parentage of 27^105 Cases Admitted within the 
last Seventeen Years at Seven Hospitals of Massa^chusetts. 



Plaobs of Pabbnt- 


Males (1S,856). 


Femaltbb (18.250). 


Total (27,105). 


Nativitt. 


Fathers. 


Mothers. 


Fathers. 


Mothers. 


Fathers. 


Mothers. 


Magsachnsetts, . 


8,190 


8,249 


2,641 


2,543 


5,731 


5,792 


Other States, 


i,2U 


2,192 


1,775 


1,879 


3,986 


4,071 


Total American, . 


6,401 


5,441 


4,816 


4,422 


9,717 


9,868 


Total foreign, viz.:— 


7,800 


7,261 


7,644 


7,528 


14,944 


14.779 


Canada, .... 


874 


906 


886 


• 944 


1,760 


1,850 


Great Britain, . 


073 


908 


906 


809 


1,879 


1,717 


Ireland, .... 


4,444 


4,468 


5,008 


4,905 


9,452 


9,463 


Other countries. 


1,009 


969 


844 


780 


1,853 


1,749 


Unknown, . ' . 


1,1M 


1,168 


1,290 


1,800 


2,444 


2,463 


Total, .... 


18,855 


13,855 


13,250 


18,250 


27,106 


27,105* 



* See Note to Table XXIX. on the preceding page. 



Table XXXT. — OmZ Condition of 28J65 Cases Admitted at 
Seven Hospitals within Seventeen Tears past. 





Year 180S-96. 


Total for Seventeen 
Years. 


CIVIL CONDITION. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Unmarried, .... 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced, .... 
Unknown, .... 


545 

435 

71 

2 

8 


404 
480 
219 

7 
8 


949 

915 

290 

9 

16 


6,953 

6,532 

1,068 

22 

122 


5,568 

5,981 

2,401 

48 

70 


12,521 

12,513 

3,469 

70 

192 


Totals 


1,061 


1,118 


2,179 


14,697 


14,068 


28,765 
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OCCUPATIONS OF PERSONS ADMITTED, ETC. 



Table XXXII. — Occupations of Persons Admitted at Seven 
Hospitals, 1880-1896. 













Official Ybab, 
1895-96. 


Bbyentebn Years, 
1880-06. 


occupations. 


1 


1 


1 


J 


1 


1 


Educated or professional, 


54 


84 


88 


981 


430 


1,411 


Domestic,. 








21 


168 


179 


157 


2.564 


2,721 


Farmers, . 










97 


86 


133 


1.305 


810 


1,615 


Housekeepers, 










- 


280 


280 


- 


4.883 


4,883 


Laborers, • 










214 


70 


284 


2,969 


571 


8,540 


Mechanical, 










839 


146 


485 


4,665 


1,533 


6,198 


Operatives, 










67 


86 


143 


817 


940 


1,757 


Traders, . 










123 


68 


186 


1,704 


454 


2,158 


Miscellaneous, . 










85 


44 


79 


612 


269 


881 


No occupation, or unknown, 






117 


200 


817 


1,482 


2,593 


4.075 


Total, 






1,067 


1,117 


2,174 


14,692 


14,047 


28,739 



Table XXXIII. — Admissions, Readmissions and Recoveries. 



Ybabs BNDme Sbpt. 30. 


11 


s 
ll 


ii 


1'' 


i 

a 

1- 


/I 
III 


i 

5* 




Worcester, 


6,064 


5,074 


990 


4,268 


2,696 


895 


1,827 




Taunton, . . . 


4,587 


3,743 


844 


3,887 


1,200 


344 


892 


? 


Northampton, .... 


2,348 


1,827 


521 


1,675 


673 


199 


479 


s 


Dan vers 


6,475 


5,447 


1,028 


4,703 


1,772 


826 


1,142 




Westborough, .... 
. Total for Fiftbbn Years, 


8,182 


2,070 


1,062 


2,002 


1,180 


105 


745 




22,606 


18,161 


4,445 


16,035 


7,471 


1,369 


4,585 




' Worcester, 


576 


501 


75 


442 


134 


34 


107 




Taunton, ..... 


482 


877 


56 


838 


94 


23 


65 


S 


Northampton, .... 


209 


168 


41 


160 


59 


14 


86 


1' 


Danvers, 


429 


369 


60 


326 


103 


16 


59 




Westborough, .... 
. Total, . . ' . 


276 


187 


89 


187 


89 


23 


51 




1.922 


1,602 


320 


1,443 


479 


110 


318 


SiXTBBN YbARB, 


24,528 


19,763 


4,765 


17,478 


7,950 


1,479 


4,903 
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APPENDIX II. 



Names of Persons sent from Boston out of the State^ or to places 
within the State^ by the Superintendent of In-door Poor^ during 
the year ending September 30 ^ 1896^ under the provisions of 
Public Statutes^ Chapter 79^ Section 14^ viz. : — 

'* Sbot. 14. If a state pauper who has received a permit from the ovenseert of the poor 
of a city or town to become an inmate of the state almshouse expresses a preference to be 
sent to any state or place where he has a legal settlement, or friends wilting to support him, 
the board may remove said pauper, instead of committing him, if in its judgment the in- 
terest of the commonwealth and of the pauper will be promoted thereby ; but no person 
shall be so removed, unless, in the judgment of said overseers and of the board, he will be- 
come a charge to the state for at least one year; and the board shall return, in its annual 
report, the names of all persons so removed, the places whence removed, and the cost of 
each removal." 



Date. 



NAMB. 



Where Sent. 



Expense. 



1895. 

Oct. 8, 

8, 

8, 

9> 

9, 

9> 

16. 

17, 

17, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

23, 

24, 

25, 

26, 

31, 

31, 

4, 

6, 

8, 

12, 

14. 

14, 

14, 

16. 

16. 

21, 

2. 

?: 

11, 
11. 
11, 

12, 



Nov. 



Dec. 



Kate Mullen. . 
Marcus J. Mullen, 
Olive F. Mullen, 
Mary J. Ackworth, 
Thomas H. Doyle, 
Joseph White, . 
Ella Van Rosen, 
Edward A. Hanlon, 
William Murphy, 
Mitchell Phillips, 
Mary Phillips, . 
George Phillips, 
Louise Phillips, 
Dennis Seymour, 
Michael Clamarty, 
Patrick Rielly, . 
John Hartry, , 
Kate True, 
Thomas F. True, 
John Harris, . 
Thomas Franey, 
Richmond Latham, 
George Cummlngs, 
John W. Bright, 
Ella Bright, 
Kenneth Bright, 
Joseph Phnmpour, 
James McKay, 
Marcia Willis, . 
Ida Dube, . 
James R Penprase, 
Julia Johnson,. 
George H. Fee, 
Alice Ainsworth, 
Maria Ainsworth, 
William G. Symonds, 



Montreal, Oan., 
Montreal, Can., 
Montreal, Can., 
Hartford, Ct., . 
New Haven, Ct., 
New York, N.Y., 
New York, N.Y., 
Portland, Me., . 
Portland, Me., . 
Montreal, Can., 
Montreal, Can., 
Montreal, Can., 
Montreal, Can., 
New York, N.Y., 
Hartford, Ct., . • 
New York. N.Y., 
St. Johns, Nfld., 
Lewiston, Me , 
Lewiston, Me., 
New York, N.Y., 
t'biladelphia, Penn. 
Providence, R.I., 
Montreal, Can., 
(/'amden. Me., . 
Camden, Me., . 
Camden, Me., . 
Hamburg, Germ., 
Ottawa, Can., . 
Concord, N. H., 
Duluth, Minn., 
Duluth, Minn., 
New York, N.Y., 
Kingston, N. Y., 
Concord, N. H., 
Concord, N. H., 
London, Eng., . 



f 9 00 



3 25 
348 

2 25 

3 00 
1 00 
1 00 
9 00 
9 00 



2 25 

3 00 
2 25 

13 00 
2 00 

♦I 00 
2 25 

4 75 

1 00 
9 00 

2 60 
2 60 

20 00 
7 25 
200 

31 55 

84 65 
2 25 
4 01 
2 00 
2 00 

29 75 



♦ Part fare. 
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Persons sent out of the State — Continued. 



Date. 


NAMB. 


Where Sent. 


Expense. 


1895. 








Dec. 16, 


Harry D. Burns, .... 


Packerton, Pa., 


f6 40 


1«. 


Gertrude L. Burns, . 






Packerton, Pa., 




640 


18, 


Welcome Marshall, . 






Bridgeport. Ct.. 




4 25 


20, 


May Grant, 






Blue Hill. Me., 




8 75 


24. 


Nathaniel H.Traf ton, 






Bhapleigh, Me., 




2 50 


28, 


Elizabeth Wells, . 






New York, N.Y., . 




2 25 


31, 


John Robinson, 






Lowell. Mass., . . 




60 


81, 


Frederick Myers, . 






Lowell, Mass., . 




60 


1806. 








Jan. 1, 


Edith Standward 


Rome, N.Y 


6 50 


2, 


Augustus Gideon, . 






New York, N.Y., . 




2 25 


6, 


Edwin Lvnch, . 






Portland, Me , . 




1 00 


6, 


Licinus Haswell, 






Hartford, Ct., . 




2 62 


8. 


Nicholas White, . 






Fall River, Mass., . 




1 20 


11, 


BattLarkins, . 






Albany. N.Y... 




450 


13. 


Edward Fields, 






Harris, R. I.. . . 




1 30 


15, 


Hanora Grady. 






New York. N. Y.. . 




2 25 


15. 


George Rees, . 






New York, N. Y., . 




2 25 


16. 


James Fleming, 






New York, N. Y., . 




2 25 


16. 


Joseph Matthews, . 






Portsmouth, N. H., . 




1 40 


18, 


Mary Curran, . 






Port Mulgrave, N. 8 , 




8 80 


20, 


Michael R. West, . 






Chester. N. H., 




2 25 


21, 


Benjamin Baraby, . 






Fall River, Mass., . 




1 20 


23. 


Matthew Carter, 






New Haven, Ct., . 




8 00 


24, 


Dennis Mabaney, . 






Bangor, Me., . 




8 85 


28, 


Thomas Sheridan, . 






New York, N. Y., . 




8 00 


28. 


Dewey Ainsley, 






New York. N. Y., . 




3 00 


30, 


Frank Kelly, . 






Manchester, N. H., . 




1 25 


30, 


Julia Johnson, . 






Providence, R. I., . 




1 00 


Feb. 4. 


Frank W. Westmore, 






New York, N.Y, . 




3 00 


4, 


Charles 0. Hart, 






New York. N. Y.. . 




3 00 


6. 


Martin Brophy, 






Schenectady. N Y., 




5 00 


6, 


Michael Matthews, . 






Lisbon, Portugal, . 




42 00 


6, 


Julia Matthews, 






Lisbon, Portugal, . 




42 00 


10. 


William Kennedy, . 






Troy, N.Y, . . . 




4 60 


10. 


Charles Howard, . 






New York, N. Y.. . . 




3 00 


12, 


Dora Gross, 






New York, N.Y, . . 




3 00 


lol 


Angus Myren, . 
Joseph Van Pettee, 




. 


Hartford, Ct., . 




325 


20. 






New York, N. Y., . . 




2 25 


28, 


Amy 8. Davis, 






Bristol. Eng., . 




28 00 


March 5, 


Margaret Lillo, 






St. Stephens, N. B., 




650 


5. 


Richard Lillo, . 






St. Stephens. N. B., 




6 50 


7, 


James Miller, . 






Halifax, N. 8 , . . . 




7 00 


7, 


Catherine E. Meyer, 






New York, N. Y., . 




3 00 


12, 


George H. Luther, . 






New York, N. Y., . . 




2 25 


12. 


Richard Griffin, 






Providence, R. I., . 




1 00 


16, 


George W. Emerson, 






New York, N. Y., . 




2 25 


18, 


Henry Collins, . 






Newport, Vt., . 
New York, N. Y., . 




6 35 


18, 


Franziska Szimakowska, 








2 25 


23, 


Annie Ferguson, 






Toronto, Can., . 


*■ , 


♦5 00 


23, 


Mary Ferguson, 






Toronto, Can., . 




_ 


23. 


Annie Ferguson, 






Toronto, Can., . 




. 


23, 


Fred Ban field, . 






New York, N. Y., . . 




3 00 


26, 


Francis R. McOaulle, . 






New York, N. Y., . 




3 00 


26. 


William Hamburg, . 






Burlington, Vt.. 
New York, N. Y., . 




6 00 


28. 


Margaret Adams, . 








8 00 


28, 


Florence Adams, . 






New York, N. Y., . . 




3 00 


28, 


Mary Carroll, . 






Springfield, Mass., . 




2 23 


30. 


John McDermott, . 






Hunter, N. Y.. . 




9 68 


31, 


James Hayes. . 






South Norwalk, Ct., 




8 00 


31, 


Mary Fleming, 






Concord, N. H., 




1 60 


31. 


Alice Fleming, 






Concord, N. H , 




1 60 


April 16. 


Israel Monstone, 






Winterport, Me., . 




3 00 


17, 


Albertina Leon, 






London, Bug., . 




25 00 


22. 


Willis Freeman, 






SchenecUdy, N. Y., 




5 00 


24, 


William H. Kenney, . . . 1 


Marlborough, Mass., 


76 






* ] 


Partfj 


ire. 
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Persons sent out of the State — Continued. 



Date. 



NAMB. 



Where Sent. 



Bxpense. 



May 



1896. 

April 24, 
27, 
80, 
80, 
1, 
1. 
1, 
2, 

?: 

9. 
», 
9. 
9. 
9, 
9. 
9, 
9, 
9, 
9. 
11, 
11, 
12. 
13. 
13, 
19, 
19, 
19, 
20, 
22, 



22, 

22. 

22, 

26, 

26, 

27, 

27, 

27, 

1, 

1, 

1, 

1, 

1: 

4, 

4, 
4, 
6, 
8, 
13, 
13, 
13, 
16, 
16, 
16, 
16, 
16, 
16, 
16. 
16, 
16, 
18, 
18. 
19, 
19, 



June 



Patrick Boanlan, 
Batt McCarthy, 
Marahalia Willis, 
Jamea Glora, . 
William Whittlngham, 
John McNally, 
Clarence Gay, . 
Stewart Wakefield, . 
Augustus H. Cookson, 
Bdward Delaney, 
Peter Clark, . 
Mary Ann Clark, 
Phillip Clark, . 
Mary A. Clark, 
Wilflara Clark, 
Susan Clark, . 
Peter Clark, . 
Annie Marks, . 
Louis Marks, . 
James Brown, . 
Henry McLeod, 
Llda Lewis, 
Lena Blaird, . 
Myra Bickford. 
Myra Bickford. 
Arnold Waters, 
Mary M. Waters, 
Arthur Waters, 
Martin Courtwell, 
Charles Thomas, 
Lizzie Thomas, 
Nellie Thomas, 

George Thomas, 
Bthel Thomas, . 

Maria Willis, . 

William Sheddan, 
Mary Sheddan, 

Mary Starleigh, 

Victor Welcome, 

Lacian Noyes, . 

Francis w. Hood, 

Agnes Hood, . 

May Hood, 

Bdward Hood, . 

Francis Hood, . 

Terrence Monahan, 

Mattle Caraco, . 

Domlnico Caraco, 

Blsie Caraco, . 

James M. Wilson, 

Charles Quash, 

Bmma Bergengren, 

Bdward Bergengren, 

William Bergengren, 

Albert Myers, . 

Leo Graves, . 

WiUiam O'Connor, 

Frank Prescott, 

Lambastes Decker, 

Thomas Traverstey, 

Clara Martin, . 

James Martin, . 

Bllzabeth Martin, 

Bsther Johanson, 

Michael Bryan, 

James Douglas, 

Paul Gerhardt, 



New York, N. T., 
Bath, Me., 
Island Pond, Vt., 
Lawrence, Mass., 
Biddeford, Me., 
Biddeford, Me., 
Biddeford, Me., 
St. Albans. Vt., 
Newark, N. J., 
Portland, Me., • 
Dundee, Scotland, 
Dundee, Scotland, 
Dundee, Scotland, 
Dundee, Scotland, 
Dundee, Scotland, 
Dundee, Scotland, 
Dundee, Scotland, 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
Bangor, Me., . 
Truro, N. 8., . 
Wilmington, Del., 
Halifax, N. S., 
Skowhegan, Me., 
Skowhegan, Me., 
Burlington, Vt., 
Burlington, Vt., 
Burlington, Vt., 
Hartford, Ct., . 
Halifax, N.S.,. 
Halifax, N. S , . 
Halifax, N.S.,. 
Halifax, N. S.. . 
Halifax, N. S., . 
Walpole, N. H., 
Oakdale, Mass , 
Oakdale, Mass., 
Claremont, N. H., 
New York, N. Y., 
Providence, R. I., 
New York, N.Y., 
New York, N.Y., 
New York, N Y., 
New York, N.Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
Pawtucket, R. I., 
Bridgeport, Ct., 
Bridgeport, Ct., 
Bridgeport, Ct., . 
St. Johnsbury, Vt., . 
New York, N. Y., . 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 
Lowell, Mass., . 
Lowell, Mass., . 
Lowell, Mass., . 
Lowell, Mass., . 
Lowell, Mass., . 
Lowell, Mass., . 
Rutland, Vt., . 
Rutland, Vt., . 
Rutland, Vt., . 
Albany, N. Y., 
Sprinfirfield, Mass., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 



fSOC 
3 60 

6 00 
60 

1 60 
1 60 
1 60 

7 70 
3 30 
1 00 

31 60 
31 60 
16 76 
16 76 

15 76 

16 76 
16 76 

3 00 

4 60 
7 75 

6 50 

7 60 

5 60 

600 
3 00 

8 00 
7 60 
7 50 
3 75 



325 
1 58 



326 


300 


1 00 


400 


400 


1 00 


450 


2 25 


600 


300 


80 60 


16 25 


16 26 


60 


60 


60 


60 


60 


60 


6 25 


4 50 


223 


8 00 


300 
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Persons sent out of the State — Continaed. 



Date. 



NAMB. 



Where Sent. 



Expense. 



1896. 

June 



July 



22, 



24, 

26, 

27, 

27, 

27, 

27, 

28, 

August 4, 

5. 

5, 

6, 



Elizabeth O'CouDor, 
George BrassiugtoD, 
Marcel la BrassiugtoD, 
Josephine Brassington, 
Anna Brassington, . 
Oertrude Brassington, 
Walter I'arnsworth, 
Patrick Purcell, 
Joseph King, . 
Mary King, 
Mary King, 
Joseph King, . 
Richard King, . 
Henry McDonald, 
Rosha Weil, . 
Sarah Weil, . 
Julia Weil, . 
Leon Weil, 
Herbert Well, . 
Thomas Wickham, 
Walter Tate, . 
Ella Herara, . 
Antone Herara, 
Raymond Herara, 
Jennie Herara, 
Maurice Herara, 
Joseph Peart, . 
Annie Shea, 
James Murray. 
Minnie M. Mitchell, 
Warren F. Taylor, 
John Wallace, . 
James Walterb, 
Eliza Munster, . 
Louis Baranowsky, 
Ellen Williams, 
Ernest Jelna, . 
John O'Brien, . 
John Jones, 
Mary Jones, . 
Mary Jones, 
John Jones, 
Alger Raney, . 
Ellen Raney, . 
Samuel Raney, 
Mary Raney, . 
Jennie Raney,. 
William 8. Hooser, 
Rena Hooser, . 
William 8. Hooser, 
Arthur Hooser, 
Charles Hooser, 
James Moore, . 
Mary Moore, . 
Helen Moore, . 
Mary Moore, . 
Chester Moore, 
Harrv B.Fisher, 
Charles Slingsley, 
Ada Slingsley, . 
Annie Slingsley, 
Ada F. Slingsley, 
Harry Cramer, 
Daniel J. McLean, 
Mary Brown, . 
Eliza Brown, . 
Mary Brown, . 



Vineland, N. J.. 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
St. John, N. B., 
Pawtucket, R. I., 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Portland, Me., . 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
Bridgeport, Ct., 
Pittsfield, Mass.. 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
Great Oomberton, Eng., 
Bantree, Ire., . 
Halifax, N. 8., . 
Manchester, N. H., 
Jackson, Mich., 
Tilton, N. H., . 
Malone, N. Y., . 
Hartford, Ct , . 
New York, N. Y., 
Halifax, N. S., . 
Exeter, N. H., . 
Manchester, N. H., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
Fitchburg, Mass., 
Fitchburg, Mass., 
Fitchburg, Mass., 
Fitchburg, Mass., 
Fitchhurtr, Mass., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
New York, N. Y., 
N -*"- ' " " 
PI 
P 
Pi 
P 
PI 
P] 
R 
R 
R 

Rockland, Me., 
New York, N. Y., 
Sidney, C.B., . 
New London, Ct., 
New London, Ct., 
New London, Ct., 



f 7 60 
4 00 
4 00 



6 60 

1 00 

10 66 

10 66 



1 00 
6 60 
6 60 



4 60 
2 26 
4 00 
4 00 



28 60 

27 60 

7 60 

1 26 
18 86 

2 13 
9 46 

3 00 

3 00 
7 00 
1 20 
1 26 

4 00 
4 00 



1 26 
1 26 
1 26 
1 26 

4 00 
4 00 



14 60 
14 60 



10 00 
2 60 
2 60 



3 00 
10 60 
8 86 
1 03 
1 93 
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